
REVISION…



Five aspects for more effective revision

CHUNKING QUIZZING ELABORATIONSPACING EXAM APPLICATION

1 3 42 5



#1 Spacing



The principle of spacing
(exact times may differ)
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Why does spacing work?
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Example spaced timetable Science RS English Maths



Use your PLCs

FOCUS ON YOUR RED TOPICS!
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#2 Chunking



What is chunking?

Un-chunked List

E C S D A O R O G T H

Chunked List

C A T D O G H O R S E
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The key is a PLC…

FOCUS ON YOUR RED TOPICS!



From units to flash cards



Positivism

Positivism

 Positivists take a scientific approach to researching 

Sociological phenomenon.

 There is usually a hypothesis instead of an aim or 

research question, which can be tested using objective, 

reliable research methodology such as questionnaires, 

structured interviews, official statistics.

 Positivists use quantitative data, which can be used to 

establish patterns and trends, cause and effect.

 Scientific approach

 Hypothesis to test

 Objective;  R; V-Freedom
 Methods = Q., SI, Official Stats
 Quant = P&T, C&E

FRONT BACK



Positivism

Positivism

 Positivists take a scientific approach to researching 

Sociological phenomenon.

 There is usually a hypothesis instead of an aim or 

research question, which can be tested using objective, 

reliable research methodology such as questionnaires, 

structured interviews, official statistics.

 Positivists use quantitative data, which can be used to 

establish patterns and trends, cause and effect.

Scientific approach

FRONT BACK

Hypothesis to test

Objective;  R; V-Freedom
Methods = Q., SI, Official 
Stats

Quant. = P&T, C&E



Mind-Maps
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Acronyms

P E E L

A S A P

Power 

CRABS

SOHCAHTOA



Mnemonics

Richard Of York 

Gave Battle In Vain

Never Eat 

Shredded Wheat



Diagrams
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#2 Chunking
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#3 Quizzing



What is quizzing and why does it work?





What does quizzing look like?
1. Flash-cards
Self-Test; Peer-Test

2. Comprehension
Why was A Doll’s house considered radical when it was first performed?

3. Cued recall 
- Complete the following: ‘I'm like a half-drowned woman on a wreck.’

- Use the following to explain changes to the theatre in the 19th century.

naturalism, romanticism, ‘well –made play’, royal personages, heroic tragedies, rhyme 

verse, psychological, elaborate plots, stock types

4. Multiple Choice
How are the details between Weed and the dead mouse connected?

a. The events are not connected. It is just a coincidence.

b. Both events show that Lennie likes to pet pretty things.

c. The events show Lennie is an odd character with a simple mind.

d. The events provide an insight into Lennie’s dangerous character.

5. Quick Plan
Plan your answer to the following question: 

Outline the evidence for female disadvantage in the contemporary UK.

6. ??

7. ??

8. ??



#4 Elaboration



Clarify

What does this 

mean?

Analyse

Why does this 

matter?

Why does this 

happen?

Contextualise

How does this 

relate to…?

Speculate

So what?

What would 

happen if…?

What is elaboration?



How does this 

concept relate to 

another concept?

Photosynthesis

Persuasive 

Techniques

Draw this concept

Give a real life example 

of this concept

What is the opposite of 

this concept?

How would you 

explain this idea to a 

novice?

Describe concept without 

using words on the card

Concept cards Elaboration cues



Why does elaboration work?

THE KEY IS UNDERSTANDING! 

… ASK FOR HELP IF YOU NEED IT.



#5 Exam Application



What is exam application?

Knowing steps and timings 

involved in assessments.
Evaluating work against 

objectives or targets set by 

yourself or a teacher.       

e.g. a PLC

Practise answering questions 

using Past Papers.

Check your answers using 

the mark scheme or a 

checklist provided by staff.

Use the ‘model answers’ 

provided by staff.

Use the ‘writing frame’ or 

‘how to answer’ guides, 

provided by staff.
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When / where do I 

focus best?

right place and 

time to work
(food, toilet, no music / 

phone etc.)

What order should 

I study?

plan study timetable

What do I already 

know about this?

link to prior 

knowledge

How do I 

study best?

read, chunk, 

diagrams, quiz

How am I getting 

on?

review progress

What else do I need 

to know?

focus on 

weaknesses 

1 2 3

4 5 6

Six steps to improve independent study



Key Processes for Improvement - A Checklist
 Winding down before sleep 

 Sleeping AT LEAST 8 hours a night 

 Eating ‘brain food’ at the right time

 Exercising at the RIGHT time 

 No social media whilst revising 

 Timetabled block of time to revise - SPACING

 Positive attitude and belief + Self-Talk

 Organise folders 

 Learn basic knowledge and content 

 Update PLC frequently

 Eliminate ‘reds’ by taking action

 Use QUIZZING techniques

 Complete papers in real time 

 Know the papers and mark schemes/exam 

reports 

 Use CHUNKING revision techniques 

(flashcards; mindmaps)



Additional Links
• Using Flashcards – click here

• Interleaving Techniques – click here

• Chunking Techniques – click here

• Spacing – click here

• Making a revision timetable – click here

• Online revision plan – click here

https://4905753ff3cea231a868-376d75cd2890937de6f542499f88a819.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/lancaster/uploads/document/Flashcards.pdf?ts=1580482120
https://4905753ff3cea231a868-376d75cd2890937de6f542499f88a819.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/lancaster/uploads/document/Interleaving-Technique.pdf?ts=1580482120
https://4905753ff3cea231a868-376d75cd2890937de6f542499f88a819.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/lancaster/uploads/document/Chunking-Technique.pdf?ts=1580482120
https://4905753ff3cea231a868-376d75cd2890937de6f542499f88a819.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/lancaster/uploads/document/Spacing-and-Timing-of-Revision.pdf?ts=1580482120
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SbWtYLd-cJk
https://getrevising.co.uk/planner

