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Strand 2 - CREATE: Design Thinking max. ot 24 marks)

Lower Mark Bands

Higher Mark Bands

Limited detail and refinement of designs

A high level of clarity and detail in the
refinement and progression towards a design
solution

Limited experimentation with materials,
components and processes

Appropriate modelling and testing of materials,
components and processes throughout

Designs do not build on what has gone before,
the iterative process is not embraced

Design iterations are a consequence of what
has been learnt from previous iterations

Limited appreciation of relevant requirements.
The approach is not structured

All relevant requirements are considered and
conflicts resolved through a structured
approach

Users and stakeholders not consulted or
involved

Stakeholders and users test and use models
and give feedback to inform design iterations
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2.1 Which mark band?

Lower Mark Bands

Higher Mark Bands

A small number of ideas which are very similar

Ten or more ideas, either different to each other or

showing variations of a more complex idea.

Stakeholder feedback not considered

Ideas reflect stakeholder feedback

Limited annotation and explanation of ideas

Commentary and annotation (where required) to
aid understanding / demonstrate design thinking

Ideas tend to fixed on a single concept or
based on existing designs

Use of appropriate strategies to avoid fixation
and generate innovative ideas and concepts

Ideas / concepts are not focused on the
requirements

Ideas / concepts clearly focused on meeting
requirements
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2.3 Which mark band?

Lower Mark Bands

Higher Mark Bands

Little or no progression seen from earlier
developments

Systematic and progressive iterations result in
the most refined and complete solution possible

Thinking lacks depth and is not evidenced in
real time

Real time evidence of design thinking
throughout, detailing compromises and
approaches taken

Stakeholders not consulted or involved

Final design solution fully
scrutinised by stakeholders

Decision making is not clear. Very few of the
identified opportunities and requirements have
been met

Decisions are clearly highlighted, transparent
and demonstrate that all design opportunities in
the context or focus area have been covered
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2.4 Which mark band?

Lower Mark Bands

Higher Mark Bands

Superficial record of design process with little
appreciation of problems

The real time record of the iterative design
process is clear and complete, showing a
systematic and effective response to all
identified problems

Thinking is restricted to the obvious and
iterations show little evidence of innovation

Critical thinking skills are evident when
identifying problems and devising innovative
iterations

Little or no evidence of innovation throughout
the design process

Clear and strong evidence of innovative
thinking throughout the iterative designing

Limited questioning, missing out on thoughts
and opinions of others, as well as positive and
negative viewpoints

Carefully considering the views of others,
challenging preconceptions, suggesting new
directions and approaches





