
Wallingford School

Your UCAS 
journey



Get ready to:
•Discover the right tools to 

find your next step.
•Confidently apply to a UK 

university or college.
•Stay on top of key dates.
•Track your application 

effortlessly.

Public



Discover your options
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HIGHER 
EDUCATION

APPRENTICESHIPS STUDYING 
ABROAD

GAP YEAR GETTING A JOB

Register for the UCAS Hub to understand all your options and make the right 
choices for you: ucas.com/hub
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There’s things to consider with your next step 

• something you enjoy – you’re investing time 
and effort 

• whether it’s right for your career path –
check with employers and professional 
organisations

• location – city or rural, transport links

• a study and assessment style that suits you

• environment including extracurricular, clubs, 
and societies

• finances

Is it right for you?
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Unifrog - platform we have subscribed to.
Offers guidance and info about:
careers, university and apprenticeships. 

Students are able to keep track of their research
- Shortlists
- Filters

Students use it to research
Complete MOOCs
Students write their personal statements on it
Staff use it to access this info to write references

https://www.unifrog.org/about

https://www.unifrog.org/about
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Explore all your options

Discover



7
Public



8
Public



9
Public



10

Tools for success

Public

 Explore the Careers Quiz, What to 

Study Next, Subject Spotlights and 

Virtual Work Experiences for career 

and course inspiration.

 Use the Tariff Calculator, Personal 

Statement Builder, and CV Builder to 

stay on track and plan your path.

 Search for events, open days, videos 

to get expert help and questions 

answered.
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Options side by side

Public

Compare all your options side-
by-side. Take a closer look at 
apprenticeships, courses, and 
job opportunities - all in one 
place. 

Build your personalised UCAS 
Hub profile and find your best 
fit!
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How can ucas help?

Public

Apprenticeship Application Guides

• Get to grips with what to expect when 

applying for specific industries.

Live studio apprenticeship podcast

• Radio 1's Katie Thistleton chats to 

apprentices and experts about what you 

need to know.

UCAS CV builder 

• Create a professional CV in minutes. 

Find it all and more 

ucas.com/apprenticeships



Why higher education? 

 Essential for some career paths.

 Develop new transferable skills and 
subject knowledge.

 Increase confidence and independence.

 Broaden experiences.

 Meet new people.

 Investment in the future.

 Increased job prospects. 

 Higher earning potential. 
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Start now
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What and where
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handy information
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Subject spotlights
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Virtual work experience
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Chat to students
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How to apply to universities and colleges for 2026 entry

Apply
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Fri 17 
October

Fri 26 
September
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Find your best fit uni or college

Public

Style and focus

 From research-intensive to practical, career-

orientated learning.

Location and size 

 Ranges from small campuses to large city-based 

universities with over 20,000 students.

Culture and facilities

 Environment, resources, and student life.

Graduate outcomes 

 What careers have recent graduates gone on to?

Costs

 Include living costs, accommodation, and transport.
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The course matters

Public

Teaching & learning 

 Teaching hours, self-study, lectures, and group 
work.

Assessment & structure

 Coursework, exams, practical work, and module 
choices.

Entry requirements 

 Grades, skills, interviews, or auditions.

Career links 

 Placements, internships and study abroad.

Class size & experience 

 Student numbers and learning environment
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Unifrog
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• Complete 
University 
Guide

• The 
Guardian 
The Times

• What uni
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Completing the ucas application

Public

Student completes personal statement on unifrog first.
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Linking to our centre

Public

• Enter the ‘buzzword’ to link your 

application. 

• The buzzword is a unique code –

wallingford26. 

• By linking your application you’re 

giving us permission to view and 

track your application. 

• We send your application to UCAS 

on your behalf.
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application profile

Public

• Personal details
• Nationality details 
• Where you live
• Contact details
• Supporting information
• Finance and funding 
• Diversity and inclusion*
• More about you 

* (for students with a UK home address)
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application experiences

Public

• Education 

• Employment 

• Extra activities* 

• Personal statement 

• Reference**

*(for students with a UK home address)

**(not visible if linked to your school/college)
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the personal Statement

Public

.

Your chance to show your passion, curiosity, interest.

Three separate sections with question prompts.

A maximum of 4,000 characters, minimum of 350 characters per 
section.

The same for all your choices.

There isn’t a spelling or grammar check.

No formatting allowed.

Every personal statement is run through similarity detection software.

We complete this on unifrog first
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Build A personal Statement

Public

Ultimately, think of it like a 

jigsaw.

Each piece is reflective 

evidence.



Consider…

Universities and colleges will consider:

• Have you chosen the course for the right 
reasons?

• Can you achieve in a new learning environment?

• Do you have a range of interests and aptitudes?

• Do you have a depth of interest in the subject?

• Have you studied independently?

• Do you appear motivated and committed?

• Do you have good numeracy and literacy skills?
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personal Statement support

Public
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Personal Statement support

What we do
Time in PSHE
Tutor one to one support
Drop in clinics after school in October
Open door policy for Sixth Form Team

What you can do 
Meet the deadlines
Seek help, at school and at home
Communicate clearly and regularly with your tutor
Keep it in proportion
Proof read



References
Subject teachers write a reference

Tutor uses these to write a UCAS reference

One of the 6th Form team checks the reference 
as part of checking the application

Mr Marston reads all the references
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UCAS Predicted grades

Assessments

Mocks

Work since September 2024

Teacher knowledge and experience

Sunny side

Positive

Realistic
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Offers and Decisions
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decisions

Public
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Tracking your application

Public

Follow your application to:

• check progress

• see your choices 

• update contact information

• view and reply to your offers

One of three decisions:

• unconditional offer

• conditional offer

• unsuccessful
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Replies to offers

Public

 Deadlines differ according to 

when you get your offers.  Likely 

to be 6 May 2026

 Once you've made your 

decisions, choose a 'firm' and 

'insurance' choice. 

 Decline any remaining offers. 

 If you're not holding an offer, use 

Extra or Clearing to find available 

places.
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Other options

Public

Extra (26 Feb – 4 Jul)

•Used all five choices and had no offers. 

•You can still find a place using Extra.

Clearing (5 Jul – Oct)

•Clearing is for students in various 

situations.

•Whether you've exceeded expectations, 

changed your mind, or don’t have a 

place. 

•Understanding the process helps you 

take control of your options.
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UCAS Support

Next steps
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What to be doing

• research, research, research

• attend open days and events

• independent learning outside the curriculum 

• work experience

• volunteering

• focus on this year’s studies

Public
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• Reading outside the syllabus

• University websites

• Newspapers

• Journals

• MOOCS

• Podcasts



Additional activities & accredited qualifications



55

Ucas support

Public

UCAS Customer Experience 

Centre:

0371 468 0 468

From outside the UK:

+44 330 3330 230

Monday to Friday

08:30 – 18:00 (UK time)

@ucas_online

@ucas_online

@ucas_online

@ucas

@UCASonline



Thank you
Any questions?
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