
Free will versus determinism 
Key Terms 

Term Definition Example 

Free will   

Determinism   

Hard determinism   

Soft determinism   

Biological determinism   

Environmental determinism   

Psychic determinism   

 



The Free will versus Determinism Arguments 
 Free will Determinism 
Strengths of 
the position 

  

Weaknesses 
of the position 

  

Free will versus Determinism Notes 
Use the textbook and Topic Companion. Read through both as they give you di;erent examples, extra detail in the definitions and more evaluation to 
support 16-mark essays. 

q Make sure you have full definitions for the key terms with examples of each one from psychology. Ensure you can explain why your example is 
an example of e.g., environmental determinism. Your examples could be studies, real life cases, etc. 

q Develop 2-3 arguments for and against free will, and 2-3 arguments for and against determinism. 



  

  



 

 

 


