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Topic 4.1.1 – Social Influence
Conformity
	Topic
	Detail
	RAG 1
	RAG 2

	Types
	Define and explain:
· Internalisation
· Compliance
	
	

	

	Explanations
	Informational Social Influence A01
	
	

	
	Informational Social Influence A03
	
	

	
	Normative Social Influence A01
	
	

	
	Normative Social Influence A03
	
	

	

	Asch and variables impacting conformity
	Baseline study APFC A01
	
	

	
	Group size
	
	

	
	Unanimity
	
	

	
	Task difficulty
	
	

	
	Evaluation of study + variable findings above A03
	
	

	



Obedience
	Topic
	Detail
	RAG 1
	RAG 2

	Milgram
	Baseline study A01
	
	

	
	Baseline study A03
· replication
· low vs high internal validity discussion
· alternative interpretation
· ethical issues
	
	

	

	Situational variables and explanations
	Situational variables A01
· proximity
· location
· uniform
	
	

	
	Situational variables A03
· Research support
· Cross-cultural replication discussion
· Low internal validity
· Mandel: dangers of situational explanation
	
	

	

	Agency
	Agency theory explanation A01
	
	

	
	Agency theory explanation A03
	
	

	

	Legitimacy
	Legitimacy of authority A01
	
	

	
	Legitimacy of authority A03
	
	

	

	Dispositional explanation
	Authoritarian personality A01
· Description
· Adorno’s research study using the F-scale
	
	

	
	Authoritarian personality A03
· Research support and counterfindings
· Limitations of explanation
· Political bias
· Flawed evidence
	
	



Resisting social influence, minority influence and social change
	Topic
	Detail
	RAG 1
	RAG 2

	Resisting social influence
	Social support
· Resisting conformity – A01 and A03
· Resisting obedience – A01 and A03
	
	

	
	Locus of control:
· Definition of LoC and continuum A01
· Explaining resistance using LoC A01
Evaluation of LoC
· Research support
· Counter evidence
	
	

	

	Minority influence
	Minority influence A01
· Consistency
· Commitment
· Flexibility
· How change happens
	
	

	
	Minority influence A03
· Evidence for consistency (Moscovici)
· Evidence for / against deep processing
· Artificial tasks
· How powerful is minority influence?
	
	

	



