B601, Philosophy 1: Belief about Deity and The End of Life- Revision


	Monday 11th June 2012 (morning exam)

	Philosophy 1 (B601)

Sections A and C

	Section A: Belief about Deity

· Nature of God

· Reasons to believe in God

· Reasons against belief in God[image: image19.jpg]



· Miracles

· Jesus

· Holy Spirit
	Section C: The End of Life

· Reasons to believe in an Afterlife

· The Soul

· Heaven, Hell and Purgatory

· Salvation and Redemption

· God's Judgement

· [image: image20.jpg]o




Christian Funerals



	

	Key Words
	Key Words

	God
	Soul

	Miracles
	Heaven

	Holy Trinity 
	Hell

	Jesus
	Purgatory

	Holy Spirit
	Salvation

	Omni-potent
	Redemption

	Omniscient
	Judgement

	Benevolent
	Funeral Rites

	Transcendent
	Forgiveness

	Immanent
	Resurrection


Use the information from this revision guide and your exercise books to create mind-maps (or bullet pointed lists, or revision cards) of each of the key topics. 

Make sure you learn clear definitions of the key words listed above. See your R.E. teacher if you need any help. Don’t forget the revision sessions – all listed in the school’s newsletter!

In the Belief about Deity topic you are asked to show an understanding of what Christians think God is like and how they believe they can come to know about God. 

	Topics in this unit

Once you’ve gone through the revision material and made some revision notes/ mind-maps, tick how confident you are on each of the topics
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	What Christians believe about the nature of God
	
	
	

	What reasons Christians give in support of their belief in God
	
	
	

	Miracles
	
	
	

	What Christians believe about Jesus and the Holy Spirit
	
	
	

	How Christians believe God intervenes in the world through Jesus and the Holy Spirit.
	
	
	


What is God like, according to Christians?
Christians form their ideas of what God is like (the 'nature' of God) from many different sources:

· The Bible. It tells Christians about what God is like and what God does.

· What other Christians tell them – perhaps parents, or people in their church.

· From the events in the world they believe are done by God, for example, miracles. (Just like you can tell something about someone's character from what they do, so Christians believe they can learn about God from what they believe He does).

· From religious experiences. For example, visions or the presence they might feel when praying.
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Issues about the nature of God

TRANSCENDENCE / IMMANENCE

Many Christians say that it is difficult to know what God is really like, because they believe God is so great that God is beyond human understanding. This idea is linked

to the ideas of God being transcendent, holy, and impersonal.
Some of the ideas that Christians have about God seem to go against each other. How could God be transcendent (above all) and immanent (within all)? Some Christians might emphasise one side of God's nature rather than the other. Other Christians would say that God is all of these things even though human understanding is not good enough to see how.
[image: image22.emf]
The writers of the Bible often use picture-images to talk about God. They call God 'father', 'shepherd' and 'king', for example. These are human images used to capture something that the writers believed about God. Some Christians think that using them too much will make people think that God is not as great as they believe God to be. Using human words to describe something is called anthropomorphism.
GOD AS HIM OR HER?

God is often talked about using male words like 'He' and 'Him'. Some Christians argue that this is just because the people who were in charge in societies when the Bible was written and who wrote the Bible were male. They might say that giving God a gender is an anthropomorphism. God is transcendent and beyond gender. Limiting God to a human sex doesn't make much sense. Other Christians say that God in the Garden of Eden story in the Bible is referred to as male, they also point out that Christians believe God is the father of Jesus. Jesus also calls God by the name 'father'. Christians also think that Jesus is God in human form (incarnation) and Jesus is male. They would argue that it makes sense to call God male, even if God is so great that he can also be a 'mother' as well.
TRINITY

Christians believe in one God (they are ‘monotheists’: mono=one, theos= God so monotheism means belief in one God). However, they think God can be understood as 3 persons or in 3 roles. This is known as the trinity (tri = 3). It is important to understand that this does not mean that Christians believe in three different Gods. So it’s one God in 3 persons, or 3 ways of understanding the one God. These 3 persons or 3 roles are:

[image: image23.emf]
1. God the Father (the transcendent, creator)

2. God the Son (Jesus, who is immanent and personal and was God

as a human being on earth)

3. God the Holy Spirit (immanent and impersonal and is God here on earth, doing miracles and inspiring Christians today)

ARGUMENTS FOR BELIEF IN GOD

People have been thinking about whether God exists or not for a long time. People with different beliefs on this topic are given different names:

THEIST: Someone who believes in the existence of a God like the Christian / Muslim / Jewish God

AGNOSTIC: Someone who is not sure whether God exists (‘a’ = ‘not’ in old Greek and ‘gnostic’ = ‘knowledge’, so literally an agnostic is someone who does not know)

ATHEIST: Someone who believes that God does NOT exist. (‘a’ = ‘not’ as above and ‘theist’ = believer in God)

The following are some of the reasons people have for believing in God:
	Reason
	Explanation

	Cosmological Argument (Aquinas’ First Cause Argument)

[image: image4.emf]
	St Thomas Aquinas said that everything has a cause. (Think of dominoes falling – someone/thing must’ve tipped the first one for the rest to fall). 

So the universe must have a cause too, otherwise it wouldn’t exist (since everything that does exist has a cause). So there must be a first cause. 

Christians argue that this first cause is God. They think God does not need a cause as God always existed (and always had to exist – this idea is that God is a necessary being).



	Teleological Argument 
(The Design Argument)
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	This argument was most famously spelled out by a

famous Christian called William Paley. Interestingly Isaac Newton also gave a version of the Teleological Argument.

The idea is that when something is complicated and ordered and beautiful that it must have something that designed it this way. 
Paley argued that if he stumbled on a watch on a heath he would not think that it had been created by chance. The watch (think mobile

phone in today’s technology) is just too complicated and well-ordered to happen by chance. It has a designer. Paley argued that the universe, and things within the universe (for example, the human eye) are just so complicated, well-ordered and beautiful that

they could not get there by chance – they must have had a very powerful designer. This, for Paley, was God. 
Newton argued that the human thumb was so complicated and fit for purpose that it showed that it was designed by God.

Since Darwin’s theory of evolution by natural selection, the idea that everything is complicated, well-ordered and beautiful needs a designer has not seemed so strong.

Darwin’s theory explains the complications, order and beauty of nature without the need for a designing God.

Not everyone follows Darwin’s theory though, some Christians today, following Paley’s argument say that the best explanation of the natural world is that God has designed it – it’s just too complicated to be explained by a natural process. This is known as ‘Intelligent Design’.

Some Christians even bring the two ideas together, saying that God designed evolution.

One modern scientific discovery that some people claim backs up the idea that the universe was created by a designer is known as the ‘Goldilocks Effect’. This planet, and this universe (with the laws of Chemistry and Physics as they are) is perfect for life. Any slight difference in these laws and life would not be possible. Therefore, some argue that the universe must have been designed this way by God – it would be too much of a chance otherwise. It is called the Goldilocks Effect as the conditions for life are ‘just right’, just as in the story Goldilocks looks for the porridge, chair and bed that are just right for her.

Others argue that it is just chance that our universe has just the right conditions for life – and of course there would be no life to wonder about this if this chance had not come up.

	The Ontological Argument
	This is a logical argument about what follows from what words mean. 

The ontological argument doesn’t use evidence about the world and the universe; a bit like mathematics, it looks at what follows from the idea of God. 

A famous Christian called St Anselm of Canterbury was the first to give a version of this argument. Anselm said that the word God means ‘the greatest possible being’ (so you couldn’t imagine anything greater). Anselm thinks that God must really exist, because if

God didn’t exist, then you could imagine a greater being than God. But that doesn’t make sense if God is the greatest possible being, so God must exist. This is a very difficult argument to understand, don’t worry if you don’t!

	Answering prayers
	Sometimes when people pray, their prayers are answered, or they feel that God has done the best for them. For them, this shows that God exists.

	Miracles




	Some amazing things happen in the world, and people who have seen them might hold this as proof of God acting in the world. For example, healing miracles. Lots of Roman Catholic Christians go on a pilgrimage (religious journey) to a place called Lourdes in France. They go there because a young girl (Bernadette) had a number of visions of the Virgin Mary (Jesus’ mother) and Mary showed the girl a spring. Today pilgrims go to the waters at Lourdes to seek healing. There have been over 60 cases where people have claimed to be healed from serious illnesses and doctors have not been able to explain how it happened. Some Christians might say these miracles show that God exists.

	Other religious experiences
	As well as answered prayers and miracles, Christians might also think about other types of religious experiences to explain their belief in God. A famous Christian called St Paul had a famous mystical experience where he felt that he was in the direct presence of God. He heard a voice and saw a bright light. Many other Christians have also experienced God’s presence in this (and similar) ways. Not all Christians report dramatic experiences of God’s presence. Some argue that when they feel awe and wonder at nature, or in a religious building (or perhaps at big occasions in their life, such as the birth of a child) they encounter God’s presence – something greater than them. A famous religious thinker known as Rudolf Otto called these types of experiences ‘numinous’ experiences.

	Conscience




	Some people think that the fact they have a sense of right and wrong (a 'conscience') shows that God exists. They think only God could have given a sense of right and wrong.

A famous Roman Catholic Christian called Cardinal John Henry Newman said that the reason why we have a conscience is because God has given it to us so that we know how to do good. Newman said that when we do wrong, the sense of guilt we might feel comes from God.

	The Bible

[image: image8.emf]
	Some people trust the Bible, feeling that the Bible is a good source of information. The Bible talks about God and so if you trust the Bible, it will be evidence for the existence of God.

	Background/ Family Upbringing
	Some people are brought up Christian and this is the reason that they are Christian. 

Their family is Christian and they have always gone to church and lived a Christian lifestyle.


ARGUMENTS AGAINST GOD’S EXISTENCE

People who do not believe in God, called atheists, do not think the arguments looked at above are convincing. They also have other reasons for arguing that God does not exist.
	Reason
	Explanation

	The Cosmological Argument 
(The First Cause: The Big Bang?)
	People who doubt this argument might say that if it works it only shows that a first cause is needed, it doesn’t make clear what type of first cause. So they might say the first cause is the Big Bang, not the Christian God.

However, others argue the argument doesn’t work anyway, since it starts by saying that everything has a cause, but ends by saying that something exists that does not need a cause (God). This seems muddled. Either everything needs a cause, or it doesn’t.

	The Teleological Argument
(Design Flaws?)
	Some people say that order, complexity and beauty can be explained by natural processes and by chance. There doesn’t need to be a great designer.

Darwin’s theory of evolution by natural selection is an example of how complexity, order and beauty (in this case of living things) can be explained without the need for an intelligent designer.
Nietzsche said that there are serious ‘design flaws’ in nature – e.g. earthquakes, disease, etc

	Answering Prayers
	Atheists may point out that many prayers are not answered, and that one’s that are could just be coincidences. They also point out that people of very different religions believe their God or gods respond to prayers, and Christians do not believe in these other gods. So they would say this shows the best explanation is not that God is answering, but that it is luck.

	Miracles 
	People who do not believe in God may argue that miracles are simply coincidences. Or that people are thinking wishfully or even delusional. Some people could be faking what has happened. They could do this for fame and attention or because they believe so much they are even able to lie to themselves.

An atheist may point out that it is more likely that it is a coincidence, or a delusion or a fake than that a miracle ever happened. A famous philosopher called David Hume argued that for this reason we should never be able to believe a report of a miracle.

	Conscience



	Lots of atheists would say that the human conscience comes from a person’s upbringing, the society in which they live and the evolved human brain.

A famous psychologist called Sigmund Freud said that the conscience was not the voice of God, but just human guilt at the things that did not match the code they had been brought up with.

	The Bible
[image: image10.emf]
	An atheist may argue that the Bible is just a human book. It is written by lots of people who may have believed they were carrying the word of God, but it is full of mistakes and contradictions. They will argue that every religion claims their Holy Book is from God/the gods and is true. But since Christians doubt this, why should we not doubt all claims like this?

	Evidence



	Many atheists argue that there is no evidence that God exists. There is nothing to force someone to believe in God. If someone did not believe in gravity, it would be easy to show them. If someone did not believe in Australia it would be easy to prove to them that Australia existed. This does not seem the case with God. When the dust has settled on the arguments, there is no clear evidence for God’s existence.

	The Problem of Evil (Philosophy 2)
	Many atheists argue that the world we live in doesn’t seem to sit well with a belief in a God that is all-powerful (omnipotent), all-knowing (omniscient) and all-good (Omni-benevolent). If they were all these things, they would not create a world like this, with so much pain and suffering. Think of illnesses, wars, murders, tsunamis, other natural disasters, death, Alzheimer’s and racism (for a very short list of possible things to mention).

The problem of evil is why a good God would let these bad things happen. Atheists claim that the best response to the problem is to accept that God does not exist. God does nothing about these things because there is no such thing as God.


MIRACLES

What is a miracle?

Miracles are events that go against the laws of nature that is caused by God. They are positive events for people that are amazing. People take them as a sign that God exists. 

For example, Jesus brought his friend Lazarus back to life from the dead. This goes against what is known about death, is positive, amazing and is a sign for Christians that God exists. 

Thomas Aquinas defined miracles as ‘something done by God that is different from how things normally happen’.

The belief in miracles is an important feature of Christianity. Christian believe that God became human (incarnation) in Jesus. And that Jesus conquered death (allowed people to live on beyond their earthly death) with the resurrection. These two things – the incarnation and resurrection – are miracles and are key beliefs for Christians. All the basic Christian creeds (statements of belief) include them.

Why believe that miracles can happen?

Christians believe that God is all-powerful (omnipotent) so can do anything.  God created the world and the laws of nature, so of course, God can do things that do not follow these laws. 

They also may have experienced miracles in their own lives. Christians think that God would do miracles as a sign that God exists and to show care and love for people. 
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Most importantly, perhaps, they read the Bible and this has many miracle stories in it. Christians think that the Bible is the word of God. Miracles can be categorised as follows:

a) Nature miracles – when the natural world is controlled. For example if it rains after a drought.

b) Raising the dead – when people are brought back to life.

c) Healing – when people are healed from illnesses. Roman Catholic Christians believe that many healing miracles happen at Lourdes, in France. Roman Catholic pilgrims go there to drink the water from the spring that was shown to a girl called Bernadette in a vision of the Virgin Mary (Jesus' mother).

(d) Exorcisms – some Christians believe that people can be possessed by demons and that a miracle is needed to send the evil spirit away.

Jesus’ miracles

Christians believe that God is active in the world. They believe that God intervenes in different ways. The most important of these was when God came down to earth as a man: Jesus. Lots of Christians think that Jesus’ miracles show that Jesus was indeed God – part of the trinity (the Son).

The Word [Jesus] became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father.

(John 1:14 – check on the idea of the Trinity in the first section of this unit)

The Bible has many stories of Jesus performing miracles, including turning water into wine at a wedding where they had run out, exorcising demons, calming a storm, healing sick people and even bringing the dead back to life.
A few Christians have argued that it does not matter if the miracles in the Bible really happened. They say they are more important as stories with spiritual meanings about God and about how people should behave. 

Miracles today

Since Jesus’ ascension into Heaven after his resurrection, Christians believe that miracles on earth are the work of the Holy Spirit (part of the Trinity). Some Christians believe in faith healers – people who can channel the power of the Holy Spirit to heal people. Others (Christian and non-Christian) might say this practice is exploiting people’s hopes to get better. Symptoms can come and go, and doctors do not understand everything yet – even serious diseases very occasionally are healed inexplicably, without faith healers.

See the arguments for God’s existence above (section on Miracles) for discussion of Lourdes, a place where many Roman Catholics believe miracles happen today.

Why some Christians don’t believe in miracles

Some Christians do not believe in miracles for a number of reasons:

1. They might say that God does not intervene in the world through miracles ever because it is impossible to explain why God would help some people and not others. Why would God perform a miracle at Lourdes but allow thousands people to die in Japan? The theologian Morris Wiles said that God could perform miracles but doesn’t because it wouldn’t be fair of him to help some people but not others.

2. If God created this world with its laws of nature, miracles would be admitting that God had made a mistake – a correction to the running of the world. God is perfect, so doesn’t make mistakes, so there is no need for miracles.
JESUS AND THE HOLY SPIRIT

Christian beliefs about Jesus

Christians believe that as well as being a man who lived, taught religion and died in

Palestine/Israel around 2000 years ago, Jesus was also God. 'Christ' is a title (like

'Sir' or 'Royal Highness') which means 'God's anointed/chosen one' or 'saviour'. Christians believe that Jesus was the Christ. This is why they are called Christians.

Christians believe this because of what happened in Jesus’ life, in particular that he died and rose again (resurrection). They took this as a sign that Jesus was the Christ and the other people who claimed this were not.

Key Christian beliefs about Jesus are that:

· TEACHER. Jesus was God, so was perfect, so is a perfect role model for Christians. His teachings on God and on how to behave are important for Christians. A famous example of Jesus’ teaching in the New Testament (the later books in the Bible) is the Sermon on the Mount. He sets out his main ideas about how people should live. Thinking about Jesus’ words and deeds are all taken as important to learning how to live a good Christian life.

· INCARNATION. Christians believe that Jesus was God in a human body. As He has been one, God can understand what it's like to be a person – e.g. emotions and suffering. This links with the idea of the immanence of God – God was personal and present on earth in Jesus. Jesus is known as Immanuel (this means ‘God is with us’).

· ETERNAL. Christians think that Jesus is still alive. The Bible teaches that after resurrection (being raised from the dead) Jesus lived on earth for another 40 days. After this time, when he appeared to many people, he ascended (rose up) to Heaven, where Christians believe he is still. Jesus’ death, resurrection and eternal life are important to Christian hopes of an eternal life for themselves. They are central to Christian belief. Some Christians believe that at the end of the world Jesus will return to judge people – whether they will go to Heaven or Hell. The technical word for this second coming is Parousia.

· SAVIOUR. Christians believe that by coming to earth, and ultimately dying by crucifixion for people, God showed His love. By dying on the cross, many Christians believe that Jesus took the sins of people on Himself and this meant that they had been paid for, so people could now go to Heaven and not die when they died an earthly death. So the idea that Jesus is the saviour is the idea that Jesus’ death and resurrection saved people from their deserved (because they sin) punishment from God. So the sin of people had separated them from God. Jesus’ death brought them together – his death was a bridge. This is known as ‘atonement’ (God and people becoming one: at-one-ment)

(TIP - REMEMBER: TIES: Teacher, incarnation, eternal and saviour)

Christians believe they can know more about God by coming to know more about Jesus, who was God.

Christian beliefs about the Holy Spirit

Christians believe that Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to his followers after His ascension to Heaven. When the Holy Spirit affected his followers, this was a special day in

Christian history called Pentecost. His followers could be understood by people who spoke different languages and were inspired to go out and tell people about Jesus.
Many Christians believe that the Holy Spirit (part of the trinity of God) continues to work in the world, working through people by inspiring them to be good Christians, spreading the message of Jesus and doing miracles. In a way, the Holy Spirit is best understood as God in the world from the beginning. Christians say that the Holy Spirit (or ‘breath of God’) has been with people who are willing to accept it always, and is active in the world helping to make people Christian, through religious experiences of all kinds.
PRACTICE EXAM QUESTIONS FOR THE BELIEF ABOUT DEITY UNIT

Remember, questions could be asked about any of the topics studied, including: Arguments for and against God’s existence, Trinity, Miracles, Jesus, Holy Spirit
With part a), b) and c) questions you need to show the examiner that you are confident in your knowledge and understanding of the key terms and ideas. You need to make sure that you do exactly as the question asks. 

(a) What is meant by ‘god’? [1]

(a) What is a miracle? [1]

(a) What is meant by the holy Trinity? [1]

(a) What is meant by ‘The Holy Spirit’? [1]

(b) Give 2 examples how God is said to intervene in the world  [2]

(b)        Give 2 examples of the miracles of Jesus [2]

(b)        Give 2 beliefs that Christians have about Jesus [2]

(b)       Name 2 things that Christians might believe about miracles [2]

c) Describe Christian beliefs about God. [3]

c) Describe Christian beliefs about miracles. [3]

c) Describe Christian beliefs about Jesus [3]

Part d) questions test that you can explain Christian ideas and beliefs. You need to show how beliefs affect Christians and why Christians have certain beliefs (remember Barrett’s F-C-C!). These are worth a quarter of the marks. Spend 7-8 minutes on part d) answers. 

(d) Explain why Christians believe in God? [6]

(d) Explain why a Christian might believe in miracles [6]

(d) Explain Christian beliefs about God [6]

Part e) questions are worth HALF of all the marks. Spend 15 minutes on them. (So just over a minute for each mark available). These questions check that you can understand different points of view and can decide which point of view, if any, you find most likely. 

You need to explain different possible responses to the question, from different Christian, other religious and non-religious (secular) viewpoints. 

You must also explain your own view.
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(e) ‘There is no way of knowing what God is like'

Discuss this statement. You should include different, supported points of view and a personal viewpoint. You must refer to Christianity in your answer [12 marks]

 (e) ‘There are no good arguments for the existence of God.'
Discuss this statement. You should include different, supported points of view and a personal viewpoint. You must refer to Christianity in your answer [12 marks]

(e) ‘If God existed, we would know it.'
Discuss this statement. You should include different, supported points of view and a personal viewpoint. You must refer to Christianity in your answer [12 marks]

The End of Life
In the End of Life topic we look at the Christian attitudes towards death. We look at ideas of the soul and what Christians think happens when we die, and how this affects Christian attitudes towards life. These ideas help us to understand a Christian funeral.

	Topics in this unit

Once you’ve gone through the revision material and made some revision notes/ mind-maps, tick how confident you are on each of the topics
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	Reasons for and against belief in life after death
	
	
	

	Christian ideas about the soul
	
	
	

	Christian beliefs about heaven, hell and purgatory

	
	
	

	Salvation, Redemption, the suffering of Christ and resurrection
	
	
	

	God as judge
	
	
	

	Funeral rites
	
	
	


REASONS FOR AND AGAINST LIFE AFTER DEATH

Death is the end of all physical and mental life. (Make sure you learn this for part a] answers!)

Christian reasons for belief in life after death

Christians believe that when people die they live on in some sense in either heaven or hell forever. They believe this for different reasons:

1. One important reason is that the New Testament books of the Bible teach that Jesus rose from the dead. This belief is called the resurrection. After coming back to life on earth for 40 days, Jesus ascended into heaven and Christians believe Jesus lives on.

2. People in the Roman Catholic Church might believe in life after death because they have prayed to famous dead Christians (saints) and feel that their prayers have been answered. This suggests that those people are still alive in heaven.

3. [image: image29.emf]Christians believe in the sanctity of life, they think there is a part of the human being (the soul) that is in the likeness or image of God (imago dei) which will not day, because God is eternal and this part of them must be eternal too.

Non-religious reasons for belief in life after death 
Many people believe in an afterlife of sorts – whether that be living on earth as a ghost, living on in heaven or hell, or being brought back to life in a different body (reincarnation). It is important to note that Christians do not believe in reincarnation, nor are ghosts a mainstream Christian belief. Here are some reasons they might give for belief in these things:
	Reason
	Explanation

	Dualism [image: image14.emf]
	Some people think that a person’s mind and body are two separate substances or things. This means they think that the body dying does not mean that the mind/soul will die too. 

This view comes from a famous philosopher called Rene Descartes who was a dualist and thought that a human’s mind could survive death.

	Memories of Past Lives
	To back up the belief in reincarnation (a key Hindu belief) some people argue that they know of people with memories of past lives that they could not possibly have if they were not the same person reborn in a new body. For example the current Dalai Lama is said to have identified items from the last Dalai Lama from a very young age. Tibetan Buddhists believe that the Dalai Lama is the 14th rebirth of the first! Some people may have these past life beliefs themselves.



	Mediums
 


	Some people believe in the findings of parapsychology – such as the work of mediums who claim to be able to communicate with the souls of the dead (parapsychology is the study of paranormal phenomenon). These mediums can do amazing things like know the names, interests, family relations and other key details of the dead people – without having any obvious route of knowing this other than getting it from the dead (or being able to read minds!).



	Ghosts
	There have been many reported sightings of ghosts or ghostly activity. A ghost is believed to be the spirit of a dead person that is tied to the earth in some way. If ghosts exist, then (if they are connected with dead people) there must be an afterlife.



	Near-death experiences
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	Some people who have nearly died (but have been saved by doctors) have experienced leaving their bodies and floating above them or having experiences suggesting they are approaching heaven by going down a dark tunnel and approaching a very bright light. These experiences are called ‘near-death experiences’ and some people take them as proof that we continue to exist in some way after we die.




Arguments against life after death

	Reason
	Explanation

	False Memories
	Some people argue that memories of past lives are either coincidences or inventions or false memories (things that people’s minds create, but appear to the person as real). False memories are a real phenomenon that has been shown by psychologists to occur in some circumstances. For example, Ronald Reagan honestly believed that he had a memory of fighting at D-Day, when in reality he wasn’t there at all. This is a false memory.

Sometimes people’s minds play tricks on them – especially if they or others really want something to be true. This means we cannot always trust reports of memories of past lives.

	Fake Mediums
[image: image17.emf]
	Many thinkers are sceptical about the claims that mediums make. There are no proper scientific studies that show what mediums are doing involves communicating with dead people. In fact, there have been a large number of fake mediums that have been revealed as fakes throughout history. The illusionist Derren Brown is able to do what mediums do, and yet he is simply applying psychology and understanding of how human minds work, rather than communicating with the souls of the dead.

Perhaps mediums are doing the same, whether they know this or not. People who go to mediums are often very vulnerable emotionally and full of hope that they will get to communicate with their loved ones again. This means they will not be as questioning about it as they might normally be.

	Ghostly Illusions
	People have illusions all the time. In the desert people imagine that they see oases when it is really a mirage. Our senses play tricks on us, especially when we are particularly afraid or desperate in some other way. This means we should doubt our own experiences.

People who tell us they might have seen a ghost may be just trying to get attention or become famous – so this gives us a reason to doubt them and their evidence. Lots of photographs of ghosts that were once believed to be real, have been shown to be fakes.

	Near-death experiences
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	Near-death experiences happen at a time when people are in extreme situations. People’s memory has been shown not to be very reliable in high-stress situations. Perhaps people have their memories of floating at a different time to when they were actually unconscious?

When a person is going through the process of dying, doctors have shown that their body gives off chemicals called endorphins, which have a similar effect on the brain as hallucinogenic drugs. So, again, perhaps these near-death experiences (like the ghosts and memories of past lives) might be illusions?


THE SOUL

Christians believe that humans possess a soul or spirit. It is the immortal, non-physical, spiritual part of a person (learn this for part a] answers!) 

There are two popular views of the soul which come from non-Christian thinkers that came a long time before Jesus.

Ancient Philosophers

Plato thought that the soul had always existed and always would. He thought it was the essence of each of us – what made us who we are. He saw this soul as only temporarily linked with our feeble and breakable body, a body full of earthly desires and pleasures.

Aristotle agreed that the soul was the essence of each of us – what makes us who we are. However, he felt that what made us who we are is linked with our physical bodies. We are thinking things, but for this we need our bodies. So when our bodies die and we can no longer think, our souls also die.

Christian Attitudes

Most Christians believe body and soul are separate

Most Christians follow Plato's view of the soul as something separate from the body. Death then is just bodily death. Our soul, spirit, our essence – what makes us who we are – lives on, according to Christians. It is immortal (not mortal – cannot die). The body is physical and dies, but the soul is spiritual and does not die.

This view of people being made of two parts – the physical (body) and spiritual (soul) is known as dualism. 
Don't you know that you yourselves are God's temple and that God's Spirit lives in you? (1 Corinthians 3:16)

Having a soul makes people special

Most Christians believe that only humans have souls. This makes them special. They base this view on Bible verses that talk about people being made in the image of God (Genesis 1:27) [imago dei] and having the breath of God (Genesis 2:7). People are somehow like God and have something of God in them – his breath or spirit. Many Christians would see these things – the image of God and the breath of God as talking about the soul. The soul is immortal and has something special to do with our personalities. It is our souls that are capable of doing good. These things are what are most God-like about people – hence being made in the ‘image of God’.

Most Christians do not believe that animals have souls; this is what makes people special. St Francis of Assisi disagreed with this view and did seem to think that animals had souls (remember this for the Science unit in the Philosophy 2 exam and also for Ethics 1 unit – Medical Ethics!)
To sum up, the soul: (1) Makes people different, is (2) Unseen/not physical, is (3) Sacred, is (4) Immortal (cannot die) and is (5) Created by God. 

Tip! REMEMBER: (soul) MUSIC
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Body and soul can be in conflict

Some Christians think that the body and soul can go against each other, perhaps seeing the body as the source of the desires (greed, lust, pride, etc.) that lead to the dirtying of the soul. Paul, a Christian who wrote many books in the New Testament of the Bible, thought this. This links with Plato’s views. 
The soul is what goes on to the afterlife

As you will see, Christians have different views about what happens when people die.

However, many believe that our soul goes on to live eternally in Heaven with God. So it is our soul that carries on after death. St Paul may have meant this when he said we were remade with spiritual bodies in the afterlife. 

The soul and original sin

According to the teaching of the Roman Catholic Church – and some other Christians agree – people would have lived forever in their original physical state if it were not for the events described in the first book of the Bible (Genesis) when the first people disobeyed God. In this story, Adam and Eve live in a paradise without pain, suffering or death. They are told simply not to eat a particular fruit. Eve is tempted by the serpent in the Garden to eat the fruit and they are cast out of the Garden. It was this act of disobedience that, according to this story, led to the introduction of death and suffering. This act of disobedience is known as ‘original sin’ (Remember Philosophy 2: Good and evil!).
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The Roman Catholic Church teaches that from this point until the resurrection of Jesus, death was permanent for everyone. They also believe that after Adam and Eve, every human being inherits the original sin from them. We are all born with a lack of holiness because of what Adam and Eve did. This is different from the sins we actually do ourselves – it is something that we are all born with, according to many Christians. Roman

Catholics would not say we were guilty, it’s just we were made likely to commit sin by the actions of Adam and Eve. Calvin, a famous Christian thinker, argued that all people deserve Hell because of this Original Sin that we inherit. We are not worthy of being saved, though God will – because of his mercy and love – save some people.

Christians believe that it was this Original Sin, as well as people’s personal sins, which were ‘paid for’ by Jesus’ death on the cross. By giving Himself as a sacrifice, God/Jesus was able to bring people back into a relationship with Him, which Original Sin, and individual sins, had stopped them from doing. This meant that people’s souls – now cleaned by Jesus’ sacrifice – could go to Heaven forever. So it was Jesus’ death that saved people from Original Sin and allowed them to survive death.

Roman Catholics and other Christians believe that after Jesus died he descended into hell to free all the people who had been there since the time of Adam and Eve. This belief is called the harrowing of hell. Some Christians used to believe that especially important and holy people who had died before Jesus’ incarnation and death – people such as Abraham and Moses – were in a special place in hell called the ‘limbo of the father’s’. Jesus freed them from hell and opened Heaven to them.

Baptism – which is a sacrament (outward sign of something spiritual done by God in the world) where someone is washed in holy water – is seen by many Christians today as the act that cleans people of their original sin.
HEAVEN, HELL AND PURGATORY

As we've seen, most Christians believe that they live on after death. So what happens to them? As we saw in the Belief about Deity section on Jesus, many Christians believe that when we die a period of time (perhaps that we will not notice, as we are unconscious) will pass and then at the end of the world, everyone will be re-awakened and Jesus will come to judge everyone alive at that time and everyone who has died to judge whether they will spend eternity in hell or eternity in heaven. The belief about Jesus’ return is called the Parousia. We will see in the section on God as Judge that there are some different views on quite when people go to heaven or hell, but there is general agreement that it is in heaven or hell that people will spend eternity after they die.
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HELL

Mainstream Christian teaching has traditionally been that people who have not accepted Jesus as their saviour will go to hell. Christians have very different views of hell. This is linked with different Christians' interpretations of the Bible:

· Hell as Eternal Torture. Certainly in the past, Christianity emphasised the nastiness of hell to persuade people to be Christians and follow the Church's rules. Today, some Christians do believe in a hell as a place of eternal punishment. They may look to verses in the Bible describing hell as, among other things, an unquenchable eternal fire (Matthew 25:41). However, today, these Christians would more likely emphasise that God is loving and forgiving.

· Hell as the End of Existence. Some Christians believe that to go to hell is to stop existing completely. This is known as 'obliteration' or 'annihilation'.

· Hell as being Away from God. Many Christians today would describe hell as an existence away from God's love – an apartness from God. They see biblical descriptions of fire, torture, etc. as being poetic or symbolic ways of explaining this. They are not, these Christians think, to be taken literally. Christians who believe in this view might say that hell is when a person is denied the beatific vision. This is the Christian belief that after death a person will see God and live in God’s presence forever in total happiness.
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One Christian idea of heaven is that they will experience the beatific vision – this is where they are in the presence of God, with no suffering or pain and in total happiness. 

Just as with hell, though, Christians have different ideas about heaven. This is linked with different Christians' interpretations of the Bible. Most Christians agree that heaven is a place where they will be with God. However, Christians might disagree about the details. Some may take the descriptions in the Bible of great feasts, gardens, a beautiful new city, etc. literally, and think that these describe what heaven will really be like. Others may read these picture-words poetically, for example see the statement from the Church of England to the right. A few Christians may believe that heaven is the state of mind that comes from being in a relationship with God in this life.
It says in the Bible that in heaven ‘There will be no more death, or sorrow, or crying or pain ‘(Revelation 21:4) this means death is not something to be feared by Christians, but a transformation to a new and better form of existence.

PURGATORY

Purgatory is something that Roman Catholic Christians believe in. Roman Catholics believe that some people are destined for heaven, but they are not pure enough to be in God's presence. They need to be purified, to make-up for/get rid of minor sins like being greedy for money (avarice) or being too proud and arrogant about themselves.

This purification happens in purgatory. The word 'purgatory' comes from the word 'purge', which means to get rid of something; in this case, the minor sins and impurities to prepare people for heaven. Famous Christians who taught about purgatory were St

Augustine and Gregory the 1st. The Roman Catholic Church teaches that living relatives can pray for people in purgatory to shorten the time it takes to cleanse of their sins. In the middle ages many say this got out of hand, when people bought indulgences – which were supposed to give them time off purgatory by giving money to the Church. The Church made a lot of money from selling indulgences. This system was eventually stopped. Modern Catholic teaching about purgatory is in the Catechism of the Catholic Church, which defines purgatory as a "purification, so as to achieve the holiness necessary to enter the joy of heaven" (CCC 1030). This links with Roman Catholic funerals and practice outside funerals, where people pray for the dead to shorten their time in purgatory.

SALVATION, REDEMPTION, THE SUFFERING OF CHRIST

Christians believe that what we do in this life affects our afterlife

So one reason why Christians choose to do the right thing is because of what they think will happen in the afterlife. They must truly believe in God and/or try to follow his guidance if they are going to get to heaven.

How does God judge us according to Christians?

Christians believe that only because of God's love can anyone go to heaven. This is often linked to a belief that through suffering and dying, Jesus took away the punishment due to people for original and personal sins (the term for this is redemption – Jesus’ death redeemed the debt that we owed God for our sins). Many Christians believe that Jesus' death allowed people to go to heaven (this is known as the salvation – through Jesus’ death, Christians were saved from eternal hell). Many Christians believe that people must also have had a relationship with God during their life to go to heaven (to get salvation). 
The two key ways that Christians think that people are judged are:

a) On whether they believe in God - in general, protestant Christians, such as Baptists or Lutherans believe that it is only through belief in God that people can go to heaven. They believe that people are only judged on whether they believe in God.

b) On whether they have been kind to those in need. According to the Parable of the Sheep and the Goats (Matthew 25) which Jesus told, people who help those who are in need will go to heaven, whilst those who do not help those in need will be sent to hell. Roman Catholic Christians believe that people are judged by God on whether they helped those in need and whether they believed in God.
Confession and the sacrament of reconciliation
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Roman Catholic Christians believe, as said above, that to get salvation (to be judged worthy of heaven), Christians must follow God’s teachings as set out in the Bible. Jesus summarised these by saying people should help those in need (in the Parable of the Sheep and the Goats) and that people should ‘love their neighbour as they love themselves’. If people do not live up to the teachings in the Bible, the Roman Catholic Church teaches that they can earn forgiveness for what they have done by confessing their sins to a priest.

By confessing to a priest this stops the sin (going against God’s teachings) from getting in between the person and God, and therefore blocking them from God’s love. When Catholics go into a confessional booth in a Catholic Church, and confess their sins to a priest, this is known as the sacrament of reconciliation.

This means Catholics think it is an outward sign of God doing something spiritual in the world (in this case, forgiving the person their sins because they have said they are sorry). After they have confessed their sins, the priest gives them absolution. This means they are forgiven. They might be asked to say some prayers or do other penance, which means to show in their actions that they are truly sorry for what they have done.
GOD AS JUDGE AND BODILY RESURRECTION

Christians believe that it is God who decides or judges who goes to heaven or hell (or purgatory, in the case of Roman Catholic Christians).

Christians have different views on when we will be judged: 

Some Christians think that we will be judged by God and go on to our afterlife as soon as we die. This idea is supported by the story of the rich man and Lazarus that Jesus taught in the Bible. In this story, the rich man and Lazarus both die and are seen to be talking to each other straight after their deaths (one from heaven – Lazarus, the other from hell). Also, when Jesus was on the cross, the Bible says that he was talking to a robber on a cross nearby who showed that he was truly sorry for the terrible acts of his life. Jesus said that because the man was sorry he was forgiven and ‘would be with me this day in paradise’. This, again suggests that people go straight on to heaven or hell after death. 

Some Christians, though, think that everyone will be judged together at a time called the Last Judgement. At the end of the world, Jesus will return to earth (the Parousia) and the living people and the dead people will be judged by what they have done in their life (see above, for the Christian views on whether this will be about whether they have helped those in need, or whether it will simply be about whether they have believed in Jesus). This is supported by the Book of Revelation’s view of the end of the world.

Roman Catholic Christians have beliefs that link these views. They believe that people's souls go onto the afterlife at bodily death. Their souls go to heaven, hell or purgatory immediately after death and they are judged on their actions in life – their faith and their acts. People are resurrected, so that all the living and the dead can be judged. After this point, heaven and hell become physical as well as spiritual places. So people can experience bodily happiness in heaven or bodily suffering in hell.
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Christians believe in forgiveness

Christians believe in God's love, mercy and forgiveness. They believe that God will forgive people who are truly sorry for the bad things they have done. For example,

Jesus, when dying on the cross, heard a criminal being crucified nearby say that he deserved his punishment and was sorry. Jesus forgave him and said that the criminal would go to heaven (Luke 23: 26-43).

This belief in forgiveness seems to some Christians a reason not to emphasise the idea of hell too much. They may feel a loving and forgiving God will understand the reasons why people have done the bad things they have and may hope for forgiveness for all.
Resurrection - do Christians think we have a body in the afterlife?

Christians have different views about whether the afterlife has people's souls reunited with their original bodies or whether their 'spiritual bodies' (1 Corinthians 15:44) are very different. Most Christians agree that when Jesus was resurrected (brought back to life), he took on his old body (after all, the tomb was empty – it had no body in according to the Gospels). Following this, many Christians think their bodies will be resurrected after they die in some sense. The statement in the Apostles’ Creed (a statement of Christian belief) ‘I believe in the resurrection of the body’ supports this view. A few Christian groups think that cremation (burning the dead person’s body) would stop the possibility of resurrection, so they still do not allow cremation. It has to be said that many Christians today have more of a spiritual view of heaven than the resurrection view seems to suggest.

CHRISTIAN FUNERALS

Christian funerals reflect their belief that Christians will go on to be with God in heaven in eternal happiness when they die.

Purpose of a Christian funeral:

· for people to say goodbye

· for the life of the dead person to be celebrated

· to comfort those who have lost a loved one that the dead person is in heaven with God and that they will be reunited with them.

There are slight differences in funeral services between the different Christian denominations. However, most have quite similar parts:

Christian funeral rites and the ways funeral rites reflect beliefs and aim to support the bereaved

	Christian Funeral Rites
	How these reflect Christian views on the afterlife and support the bereaved

	VISIT BY MINISTER

When a Christian is dying, a minister (priest) may try to visit them to help them prepare for their death.
In the Roman Catholic Church especially, the dying person may wish to confess their sins to a priest and receive a sacrament (outward sign of something spiritual done by God in the world) called the anointing of the sick. This will involve having the oil of unction placed on their head.


	This links to Christian belief about forgiveness and reconciliation which Christians believe they must have in order to get salvation (to be saved and go to heaven). By confessing their sins, Roman Catholic Christians believe that people redeem (‘pay back for’) their sins.
The minister may also comfort those who are with the dying person, and say prayers with them. They may remind them of Christian beliefs about eternal happiness in heaven.



	FUNERAL SERVIC E TAKES PLACE IN CHURCH

The funeral service will take place in a church, which is a Christian place of worship. The dead person’ family and friends will attend.


	It is important for Christians for a funeral to happen in a church, because it is a sacred place, it shows respect to the dead person, and helps comfort relatives by showing the church and the congregation care for them and the dead person.



	REQUIEM MASS

In Roman Catholic funerals, this is a Eucharist /Holy Communion (taking of wine and bread) service, where special prayers are said for the soul of the dead person.


	Having this ceremony reminds people of the death of Jesus and of Jesus’ resurrection, key beliefs that link with Christian ideas about the hope of their own resurrection and eternal life in heaven. It comforts the relatives, as they can say a prayer for the soul of their loved one.



	CHURCH DECORATIONS
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Churches are often decorated with white flowers and candles are often lit.


	The flowers stand for/symbolise the idea of the new life with God that the person is now entering. 

Candles are lit as a reminder of Jesus, known as the light of the world. Jesus’ death allowed Christians to be redeemed for their original sin and particular sins and given salvation. For some Christians, the smoke

of the candles is said to represent the soul rising up to heaven.



	READINGS FROM THE BIBLE

At the start of the funeral service the priest leading service normally says this Bible passage said by Jesus:

‘I am the resurrection and the life, he who believes in me will live even though he dies‘

(John 11:25-26)

Other passages will also be read from the Bible


	This passage and the others will remind Christians of Jesus’ promise that through belief in him they will get salvation (go to heaven).
Other readings may emphasise God’s love and comfort for the bereaved.



	HYMNS

Hymns will be sung during the service. Like the Bible readings, these will focus on Christian beliefs about life after death, such as heaven, Jesus’ resurrection and God’s love. They may also have some of the dead person’s favourite hymns.


	These will remind Christians of comforting beliefs that the dead person is happy and with God in heaven.

By choosing the person’s favourite hymns, this may comfort the bereaved.



	COMMITTAL

The person’s coffin is lowered into the ground or is taken into the crematorium to be turned to ash. The minister says ‘earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust, in sure and certain hope of the life everlasting’


	The lowering of the coffin or the taking away of the coffin to be cremated will be a difficult time for the bereaved. The priest’s words remind everyone that we came from the earth and perhaps it is no sadness that we return to this state. They also remind people, once again, of the Christian belief in eternal happiness in heaven after death. This will comfort the bereaved, as they will think their loved one is happy and well and they will see them again when they die.



	GRAVESTONE

A gravestone or marker stone is normally placed in a graveyard after the burial (or cremation). 
This has the person’s name and details of their life, as well as perhaps a quote from the Bible.


	This gives the bereaved a place to go to express their grief and perhaps remember and think of the person. Christians believe that a gravestone is important as it shows how important every life is – everyone is sacred and special and should be remembered. This thought will also be comforting to the bereaved.




PRACTICE EXAM QUESTIONS FOR THE END OF LIFE UNIT

Remember, questions could be asked about any of the topics studied, including: Body and Soul, Life after Death, Heaven, Hell, Purgatory, Salvation, Redemption, Resurrection, Judgement and Funeral Rites
With part a), b) and c) questions you need to show the examiner that you are confident in your knowledge and understanding of the key terms and ideas. You need to make sure that you do exactly as the question asks. 

(a) What is death? [1]

(a) What is meant by the soul? [1]

(a) What is meant by judgement? [1]

(a) What is redemption’? [1]

(a) What is resurrection? [1]

(c) Explain what Christians mean by redemption [2]

(b)
      What do Christians believe about ‘judgement’? [2]

(b)        What are funeral rites? [2]

(b)        Give 2 Christian beliefs about life after death [2]

c) Give 3 reasons why it is important to have funeral rites? [3]

c) Describe Christian beliefs about the afterlife? [3]

c) Describe Christian beliefs about salvation [3]

Part d) questions test that you can explain Christian ideas and beliefs. You need to show how beliefs affect Christians and why Christians have certain beliefs (remember Barrett’s F-C-C!). These are worth a quarter of the marks. Spend 7-8 minutes on part d) answers. 

(d) Explain Christian beliefs about judgement? [6]

(d) Explain the purpose of a funeral [6]

(d) How do Christian funeral rites reflect beliefs about life after death? [6]
Part e) questions are worth HALF of all the marks. Spend 15 minutes on them. (So just over a minute for each mark available). These questions check that you can understand different points of view and can decide which point of view, if any, you find most likely. 

You need to explain different possible responses to the question, from different Christian, other religious and non-religious (secular) viewpoints. 

You must also explain your own view.


(e) When people die, that is the end'
Discuss this statement. You should include different, supported points of view and a personal viewpoint. You must refer to Christianity in your answer [12 marks]

 (e) There is no real evidence that humans have a soul.'
Discuss this statement. You should include different, supported points of view and a personal viewpoint. You must refer to Christianity in your answer [12 marks]

(e) Funerals are for the living, not for the deceased.' 

Discuss this statement. You should include different, supported points of view and a personal viewpoint. You must refer to Christianity in your answer [12 marks]

 (e) ‘There is no such thing as life after death.' Discuss this statement. You should include different, supported points of view and a personal viewpoint. You must refer to Christianity in your answer [12 marks]

(e) ‘Your actions in this life with affect your afterlife.'

Discuss this statement. You should include different, supported points of view and a personal viewpoint. You must refer to Christianity in your answer [12 marks]
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