B603, Ethics 1: Medical Ethics and Poverty and Wealth- Revision


OCR B GCSE Religious Studies:

Philosophy and Applied Ethics

	Exam Date: 

	Ethics 1 (B603)

Sections B and C

	Section B: Medical Ethics

· Abortion

· Euthanasia 

· Suicide

· Fertility treatment

· Cloning

· Animal testing


	Section C: Poverty and Wealth

· Wealth

· Causes of hunger, poverty and disease

· Concern for others (Charity)

· Uses of money (e.g. gambling, lending)

· Moral and Immoral Occupations



	

	Key words
	Key words

	Sanctity of Life
	Wealth

	Abortion
	Poverty

	Euthanasia
	Charity

	Suicide
	Compassion

	Fertility Treatment
	Usury

	Cloning
	Moral Occupations

	Animal Testing
	Immoral Occupations

	Conception
	Lending

	Ensoulment
	Stewardship


Use the information from this revision guide and your exercise books to create mind-maps (or bullet pointed lists, or revision cards) of each of the key topics. 

Make sure you learn clear definitions of the key words listed above. See your R.E. teacher if you need any help. Don’t forget the revision sessions – all listed in the school’s newsletter!

MEDICAL ETHICS 
Medical Ethics is about questions of right and wrong in medicine and health care. For Christians, one important consideration in these questions is the Sanctity of Life. 

	Topics in this unit
Once you’ve gone through the revision material and made some revision notes/ mind-maps, tick how confident you are on each of the topics
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	Attitudes towards abortion

	
	
	

	Responses to issues raised by fertility treatment and cloning

	
	
	

	Attitudes towards euthanasia and suicide

	
	
	

	Beliefs about the use of animals in medical research
	
	
	


SANCTITY OF LIFE

Christians think that human life is special for religious reasons and should be respected. This is known as a belief in the ‘sanctity’ (holiness or sacredness) of human life. This belief comes from the following ideas:

1. Christians think that God created human life. 'The LORD brings death and makes alive' (1 Samuel 2:6). They think that this makes it special. Christians believe that people are made in the ‘image of God’ (Genesis 1:26, OT). This means they have a soul and have something of God’s nature in them. Again, this makes Christians think that human life is special and should be respected.

2. Christians are taught in the Ten Commandments that murder is wrong. ‘You shall not murder’ (Exodus 20:13). 

3. Christians believe that God has plans for all people, so it would be wrong to get in the way of these plans by ending a human life. 

‘Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart’ (Jeremiah 1:5)

4. In the second chapter of Genesis, God creates Adam by breathing life into his nostrils. Some Christians think that this explains why humans have a soul, unlike any other living creature on earth. 


5. Jesus taught that the most important rule to follow in how we deal with other people is to ‘love your neighbour as yourself’ (Mark 12:31). This means treating other people with care and respect – showing that we treat them as special.

Christians believe that everyone is specially created by God, everyone has a soul, everyone's life is sacred. Some Christians choose their jobs to try and uphold these views – for example, by becoming doctors or nurses. Christians would say that everyone's life has value, whether they are young and healthy, old and frail, or disabled mentally or physically. 

Christian people think that they have a responsibility to care for themselves and others because God has given them the gift of life. They need to show gratitude for this gift by using it wisely – not to be selfish and wasteful of their gifts. Obviously this will have an effect on Christian views of suicide, which would be regarded as wasting God's gift of life. But it also links in with all ethical topics, as one reason that Christians will look to do the right thing with their lives is so that they are showing gratitude for this gift. 

Ideas on the sanctity of life can be applied to all the topics in this unit. When thinking about explaining what Christians think about abortion, fertility treatment, euthanasia and suicide, think to yourself which of the ideas in the sanctity of life would be relevant.

ABORTION

An abortion is when a pregnancy ends with the death of the foetus. When this happens naturally, it is known as a miscarriage. However, normally what people are talking about when they discuss abortion is ‘procured abortion’, when someone chooses to end the life of the foetus during pregnancy.

Reasons why women might choose to have an abortion include:
	They are very young
	The foetus will grow up severely mentally or physically disabled.

	The pregnancy was an accident
	They have been raped.



	Their relationship has ended or is not stable
	There might not be the money to support a

child.


The Law in the UK

In the UK, two doctors must agree that the mental or physical health of the woman would suffer if the pregnancy continues. For example, if:

• The life of the pregnant woman is at risk.

• The woman will be made ill by continuing the pregnancy.

• The family and existing children will suffer if the pregnancy continues.

• There is a substantial risk that if the child were born it would suffer from serious disability.

Usually, you can only have an abortion up to 24 weeks into the pregnancy in the UK. If the life of the pregnant woman is at risk, an abortion can be carried out at any time. There are around 200,000 abortions in the UK each year.

Christian Attitudes

All Christians think human life is important, it is made in 'God’s image' (Genesis 1:26). 
The Bible does not have a huge amount to say on abortion directly, though there are many teachings that can be applied, for example those concerning the sanctity of life. 
One biblical quotation from the Old Testament book of Jeremiah says: 
‘Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart’ (Jeremiah 1:5) 
Christians would read this as saying that God has plans for people even before they have been born. This means that an abortion is to interfere with God's plans for that person.
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The Roman Catholic Church teaches that abortion is always wrong

The Roman Catholic Church believes that life is sacred and is given by God. They believe that full human life starts at conception (when the sperm and egg first come together). Another way of explaining this is to say that they believe that a person gets their soul at the moment of conception - 'ensoulment'.

All Christians believe that to kill a human life in most circumstances is murder and is wrong. This follows from the commandment ‘you shall not murder’ (Exodus 20:13). The Roman Catholic Church therefore teaches that abortion is murder. Some Christians who are not Roman Catholics also follow this view. They would say it is up to God to decide on matters of life and death: 

‘The LORD brings death and makes alive' (1 Samuel 2:6)
These Christians take an absolutist and pro-life approach to abortion. They would say that there is no circumstance in which abortion is permitted. It is absolutely and always wrong. They might point out that in really bad situations there is always the alternative of adoption – this means the unborn child lives and the mother and father do not have to bring them up.

Doctrine of Double Effect

Roman Catholic Christians can support an abortion in one circumstance. This is where the woman will die unless an operation is performed that will also result in the death of the foetus. This idea follows a doctrine called ‘double effect’. This holds that when something is a side-effect of the main aim, then as long as the main aim is good, the side affect is not wrong. For example, if a doctor were to perform an operation on a patient with an ectopic pregnancy (where the foetus is growing in the fallopian tubes rather than in the uterus, causing major damage to the woman's body) then the results would be the saving of the woman's life and termination of the pregnancy. The operation has a 'double effect' or two effects. As long as the aim is to help the patient (save her life), the Roman Catholic Church would accept the other effect – that the foetus be terminated.

Other Christians think that the decision is up to the person

They may say that they do not know when a full human life starts and that there is no clear and definite teaching in the Bible on it. For example, the Church of England and Methodist Church both oppose abortion, as they see it as going against the sanctity of life. However, due to thoughts about compassion (Jesus taught: ‘love your neighbour as yourself’ (Mark 12:31) both churches accept that abortion may be the lesser of two evils in some circumstances. For example: 

· a raped woman having the child of her attacker

· a family having to spend the rest of their lives looking after a severely mentally handicapped child 


(It is important to note that people who oppose abortion may also apply Jesus' teaching of love your neighbour as yourself’ (Mark 12:31) to say that to have the baby is the most loving thing to do for that child...)

The United Reformed Church thinks there is a difference between different stages of

development of a foetus, and that the closer to birth, the more right to life the foetus has. The Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) like the United Reformed Church understand that different members of their churches have their own views and do not force their own views on to those of others. Some Quakers see abortion as a form of violence, which as pacifists they oppose. Other Quakers may believe that some situations – like pregnancy following rape – might mean that an abortion is the lesser of two evils. People who support a woman's right to have an abortion are known as 'pro-choice'. People who are pro-choice would argue that a woman has the right over her own body.

FERTILITY TREATMENT

Fertility treatments are medical treatments given to people to help them if they are not able to have children naturally. Fertility treatments available include: 
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•In Vitro Fertilisation 

(IVF) 
	The sperm and egg are mixed together in a test-tube. The embryo is then put into the woman's womb. Can be done with either sperm or egg donated to the couple.



	[image: image8.emf]•Surrogacy 
	This is where the embryo (the fertilised egg) is carried to term by a woman other than the biological mother. E.g. Phoebe in friends did this for her brother and his wife.



	•Artificial Insemination
	This is where sperm (semen) is put directly into the woman's womb before ovulation is due. The sperm may be from the woman's partner or may be donated.



	•Fertility Drugs
	There are some drugs that woman can take to stimulate ovulation (the release of eggs from the ovaries down the fallopian tubes into the womb).




Questions of Right and Wrong In Fertility Treatment include:

· Who should be helped? For example, can you be too young, too old, too irresponsible, too poor, or too criminal to be given medical help with getting pregnant?

· With IVF, extra embryos are created and eventually must be thrown away (or used in research). Are these embryos human (as the Roman Catholic Church and some other Christians teach)? Is this murder?
· If sperm or eggs are donated from someone else, is this an act of unfaithfulness by the couple? Are they cheating on their partner by taking sperm or egg from someone else? Even if the partner knows about it?

· Does it go against God’s plans for the couple?

Christian Attitudes

Some Christians see Fertility Treatments as positive:
The first commandment to Adam and Eve in the story of Genesis in the Bible is to ‘be fruitful and increase in number’ (Genesis 9:7). Some Christians see fertility treatment as helping people meet this commandment to go and have children.

Other Christians, following Jesus' command to ‘love your neighbour as yourself’ (Mark 12:31) think that helping people who want children to have children will be the most loving thing to do in many circumstances.

The Church of England does not have an official stance on Fertility Treatments in general. They have decided that surrogacy is not acceptable, but do not oppose other forms of Fertility Treatment. Those who support it would give reasons like those given in the two paragraphs above. Those who oppose it in the Church of England would use reasons like the ones given below. The Church of England does not have an official view on whether an embryo is a full human being. They would all agree that human life is special and is created in the image of God and needs to be treated with respect.

Other Christians give reasons against it:
There are instances of people in the Bible who do not have children, and this is seen as God’s decision, part of God’s plans: ‘Hannah had no children… because the lord had closed her womb’ (1 Samuel 1:2, 6). This suggests that couples should accept it as God’s decision if they cannot have children naturally. After all, the Bible says 'the LORD brings death and makes alive' (1 Samuel 2:6).

Some Christians may argue that this means that only God should decide when someone gets pregnant, and artificial methods of conceiving get in the way of this.

Many Christians, in particular the Roman Catholic Church, may oppose fertility treatments that involve creating more embryos than are used in the process. In IVF, there are spare embryos created (this is so that the best embryos can be chosen to give the treatment the best chance of success) and eventually these must be disposed of. If a Christian believes that a person is a full human life from conception, then the destruction of these embryos is murder. And the 6th commandment is: ‘you shall not murder’ (Exodus 20:13, OT).

The Roman Catholic Church also opposes methods of fertility treatment that involve sperm or egg donations. They see this as introducing someone else into the relationship. They may read the Bible as saying that only one man and one woman were meant to be together. Donated sperm or eggs can be seen as bringing an extra person into the relationship. This was called ‘mechanical adultery’ by Pope Pious XII. (Adultery is where someone cheats on their husband or wife). The 7th commandment was ‘you shall not commit adultery’ (Exodus 20:14).
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Cloning

This is where you create an exact genetic copy of an animal or plant. No human has yet been cloned – in fact it is illegal in this country even to attempt it.  The most famous cloned animal so far has been Dolly the sheep who was cloned in 1997 – this means Dolly was identical genetically to another sheep, even though they were different ages. Dolly was like a twin to the sheep from whom the cloned cells were taken, but she was not born at the same time or from the same womb. 
In humans, cloning technology is being developed so that cells and organs with identical genetics to each patient's can be produced. This means lost blood could be replaced with blood genetically identical to the patient's, that organs could be grown for replacement (meaning organ donation was no longer necessary – and that organ rejection by the body would be avoided). However, this is a long way off. As part of developing this area of medicine, scientists in Britain are allowed to use spare embryos from IVF treatments (if parents allow it). These embryos are useful because they are full of cells that would go on to develop into each specialist cell – these cells are known as 'stem cells'. In a pregnancy an embryo develops from a few simple cells into a full human, where there are specialist eye, liver, brain, etc. cells. Scientists hope to study stem cells so that they can use them to create new organs and tissues that match each patient.

Many Christians are against this research as they might think – as Roman Catholics do – that an embryo is a full human life. So to use it in research is like using an adult in medical research that would end in their death. Christians may also feel that it is creating life, playing God, or interfering with God's creation. Other Christians may argue that developing these medicines follows God's commands to care for creation and to ‘love your neighbour as yourself’ (Mark 12:31, NT)

EUTHANASIA AND SUICIDE

Euthanasia is helping someone else to die, usually when they have an illness from which they will not recover. The word comes from two ancient Greek words that mean ‘good death’. Another way of putting it might be ‘mercy killing’. Suicide is the taking of one’s own life.

Different Types of Euthanasia

HOW THE DEATH HAPPENED

(a) Active euthanasia: the person was killed by actively doing something to end their life, e.g. giving them a deadly drug

(b) Passive euthanasia: the person died because nothing was done (being passive), e.g. by failing to give them a drug, food, or water. Many would argue that turning off a life support machine would also be an example of passive euthanasia.
WHETHER THE PERSON AGREED TO THE EUTHANASIA

(c) Voluntary euthanasia: when the person is the one that decides that they want to be killed. In such circumstances they may not be able to commit suicide, so need someone’s help to die, e.g. if they have Motor Neurones Disease and have little control over their muscles.

(d) Non-voluntary euthanasia: when the person cannot decide (e.g. is in coma) and someone else decides whether or not it would be better for them to die.

CHRISTIAN ATTITUDES
Questions about whether euthanasia and suicide is right come back to questions about the sanctity of life.

Many Christians are against all forms of euthanasia and suicide

This is because they go against the sanctity of life. Each of these lives, a Christian might argue, has been God-given and it is up to God, not people, to decide when they end. We are made in 'God’s image' (Genesis 1:26). Such a Christian might go on to argue that God has plans for the that go beyond when they are choosing to die. They may say that only: ‘the LORD brings death and makes alive' (1 Samuel 2:6).

Euthanasia involves someone else helping someone to die, a Christian may view this as murder. Suicide might be seen as self-murder. Both would therefore break the Commandment against murder: ‘you shall not murder’ (Exodus 20:13). 
Some Christians might even argue that there is meaning in the suffering at the end of a person’s life. Perhaps they will be able to come to terms with their death or bring them closer to their family; perhaps it will be how they come to God.

These Christians might suggest that someone thinking of euthanasia because they have a terminal illness, should instead go to a hospice. A hospice is a place where special care is given to people who are dying. This helps them make the most of their final days and helps them to control their pain. These Christians would say this, and not euthanasia, is a dignified death. 

The Roman Catholic Church and the Church of England are opposed to euthanasia for these biblical reasons. They might also argue that it will make human life less valued if it were allowed. However, there are some cases, that they would not call euthanasia, where they think it is acceptable to allow someone to die. This is explained below.

Some forms of euthanasia may not be seen as murder

Many Christians do distinguish between active and passive euthanasia. Modern medicine has meant that doctors can keep people alive well beyond what would have been possible in the past. Many Christians say that although it is wrong to kill someone, it is not always wrong to stop keeping someone alive, or to 'let them die'. To keep a person alive with modern medicine, may in some cases seem to a Christian like going against God’s plans for when someone dies.

Roman Catholic Christians also follow a doctrine called ‘double effect’. This holds that when something is a side-effect of the main aim, then as long as the main aim is good, the side-effect is not wrong. For example, if a doctor were to give someone morphine to help with their pain, but eventually this morphine would end the life of the patient more quickly, because this was a side-effect of the main aim (to help ease the pain), it would be allowed. The morphine has a 'double effect' or two effects. As long as the aim is to help the patient (ease the pain), the Roman Catholic Church would accept the other effect – that the patient die more quickly.

Some Christians may support euthanasia in some cases

Jesus said, ‘love your neighbour as yourself’ (Mark 12:31). A few Christians might argue that in some cases ‘loving your neighbour’ might involve helping them to die. However, it is worth remembering that other Christians could use this very same quote against euthanasia and suicide, saying that it would never be loving to kill someone.

Suicide

The considerations about sanctity of life considered above apply to the case of suicide too. Human life is special as God created it in 'God’s image' (Genesis 1:26). God's

commandments included 'you shall not murder’ (Exodus 20:13). Suicide would be seen as self-murder. Many Christians would also argue that it should be up to God to decide when people live or die: ‘the LORD brings death and makes alive' (1 Samuel 2:6). 

Christians believe that God has plans for all people, so many argue that it would be wrong to get in the way of these plans by ending a human life. This is supported in the Bible, where God says: ‘Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart’ (Jeremiah 1:5). A Christian might also point out the non-religious argument that suicide is selfish and leaves other people hurt and perhaps even feeling guilty about the death.
[image: image10.emf]Christians in the past saw suicide as a sin and those who attempted it were seen as sinners. In fact, in history, the bodies of those who had committed suicide were buried at crossroads in order to confuse their spirit to stop it haunting the place they were from. Although many Christians would argue that suicide is wrong (see above paragraph) many now also see that suicide is a result of depression and that people who are attempting suicide need help and support. The Samaritans is an organisation which helps to counsel people who are very unhappy. It was set up by a Church of England vicar called Chad Varah. Christians may choose to volunteer in such organisations to follow Jesus’ teaching to ‘love your neighbour as yourself’ (Mark 12:31). People of any religion

or none are helped by the Samaritans, and they accept volunteers from all faiths and none.
Animal Research
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Animal research is where animals are used in scientific and medical research. Animals are, or have been used, in research to find out about diseases, illnesses, how bodies work, whether chemicals are dangerous, etc. One worry with animal research is that it won't tell us how the medicine or chemical will affect humans – since humans and animals are different. Today, with genetic engineering being developed, animals can be created with some human genes (known as 'transgenic' animals) and this means that the animal testing will be more likely to give results that apply to humans.
Christian Attitudes

Christians believe that only people were created in God’s image. When God made people he said: ‘let us make man in our image, in our likeness.’ (Genesis 1:26). Many Christians see this as saying that people are the most important part of creation as they are most like God. They are therefore more important than animals. In the book of Genesis in the Bible, God commanded people to:
‘Rule over... every living creature...' (Genesis 1:28)

So God tells people to rule over the animals. Most Christians believe that only humans have a soul, as only they are made in the image of God. Also, in the Bible, Jesus helped people to fish and fed people with fishes, so obviously supported using animals for food. He also healed a madman by sending his demons into a heard of pigs, which then ran off a cliff and died (Mark 5: 1-18).
Some Christians may argue that this shows Jesus thought that human suffering was of greater concern than animal suffering, that animals can be made to suffer if it stops people suffering. For all these reasons, most Christians see people as more important than animals. Most Christians therefore support animal research where it is necessary for helping to save people from illnesses and where the suffering of the animals is kept to a minimum. The reason they only support it in these circumstances is that Christians believe they have a duty of care to all of God’s creations. They see themselves as carers or 'stewards'. 
The Church of England has said:
The Church recognises the need for animals to be used in certain research to improve medical understanding, veterinary or behavioural knowledge, and to test for the safety of chemicals, and understands that such testing is a requirement of law. It also, however, affirms that responsible stewardship of the natural world requires all animals to receive careful and sympathetic treatment, both during their lives and in the manner of their dying. (What the Churches Say, CEM)
The Roman Catholic Church takes a similar view. St Francis of Assisi was a Christian famous for caring for animals over a thousand years ago, so there is a long tradition of care for animals in Christianity. 

A few Christians oppose animal research completely, especially if they read the Bible

to say that animals do have souls (the Bible doesn't say anywhere specifically what

does or does not have a soul, only that it is people alone who are made in the image of God). They may argue that animals are our neighbours and that Jesus told people to 'love your neighbour as yourself’ (Mark 12:31). They might also point out that Jesus said blessed are the meek’ (Matthew 5:5) and argue that animals are meek and so are blessed and should be treated with respect.
PRACTICE EXAM QUESTIONS FOR THE MEDICAL ETHICS UNIT

Remember, questions could be asked about any of the topics studied, including: Abortion, Euthanasia, Suicide, Fertility Treatment, Cloning and Animal Testing
With part a), b) and c) questions you need to show the examiner that you are confident in your knowledge and understanding of the key terms and ideas. You need to make sure that you do exactly as the question asks. 

(a) What is an ‘abortion’? [1]

(a) What is euthanasia? [1]

(a) What is fertility treatment? [1]

(a) What is meant by ‘suicide’? [1]

(a) What is meant by ‘assisted suicide’? [1]

(a) What is cloning? [1]

(a) What is meant by the ‘sanctity of life’? [1]

(b) Give 2 examples of fertility treatment [2]

(b)
    What does the UK law state about abortion? [2]

(b)     What is ‘the doctrine of double effect’? [2]

(b)     What are Christian attitudes towards fertility treatment? [2]

c) What does Christianity teach about abortion? [3]

c) What are Christian views on cloning? [3]

c) Describe Christian teachings about euthanasia. [3]

Part d) questions test that you can explain Christian ideas and beliefs. You need to show how beliefs affect Christians and why Christians have certain beliefs (remember Barrett’s F-C-C!). These are worth a quarter of the marks. Spend 7-8 minutes on part d) answers. 

(d) Explain Christian attitudes to the use of animals in medical research. [6]

(d) Explain Christian beliefs about euthanasia [6]

(d) Explain how Christians might respond to a couple seeking fertility treatment [6]

(d) Explain Christian attitudes towards abortion. [6]

Part e) questions are worth HALF of all the marks. Spend 15 minutes on them. (So just over a minute for each mark available). These questions check that you can understand different points of view and can decide which point of view, if any, you find most likely. 

You need to explain different possible responses to the question, from different Christian, other religious and non-religious (secular) viewpoints. 

You must also explain your own view.
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(e) ‘‘All life is sacred.'
Discuss this statement. You should include different, supported points of view and a personal viewpoint. You must refer to Christianity in your answer [12 marks]

 (e) ‘Abortion is not murder.'

Discuss this statement. You should include different, supported points of view and a personal viewpoint. You must refer to Christianity in your answer [12 marks]

(e) ‘Cloning is wrong because it is like playing-God.'.'

Discuss this statement. You should include different, supported points of view and a personal viewpoint. You must refer to Christianity in your answer [12 marks]

 (e) ‘Helping someone to die is always murder' Discuss this statement. You should include different, supported points of view and a personal viewpoint. You must refer to Christianity in your answer [12 marks]

(e) ‘Everyone has the right to have a baby.'
Discuss this statement. You should include different, supported points of view and a personal viewpoint. You must refer to Christianity in your answer [12 marks]

POVERTY AND WEALTH
In this unit, we look at the issues surrounding the big gap between the rich and the poor and look at the beliefs of Christians, who, as with all religions, believe that they should try to make the world a better, more equal place for everyone. 
	Topics in this unit

Once you’ve gone through the revision material and made some revision notes/ mind-maps, tick how confident you are on each of the topics
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	Wealth and the causes of hunger, poverty and disease
	
	
	

	Concern for others – looking at issues of charity and ways of helping others

	
	
	

	Uses of money – including teachings about lending and gambling etc and giving to charity

	
	
	

	Moral and Immoral occupations – looking at teachings about what jobs are moral and immoral
	
	
	


Christian attitudes to wealth and poverty
In the world today there is a big gap between rich and poor. There are inequalities between the Northern and Southern hemispheres, with the poor countries of the developing world in the south and the richer countries of the developed world in the north. Even within these countries however, there can be enormous differences between rich and poor. 

Christians believe that God is good (omni-benevolent). It is reasonable to think that a God who is good would want people to be safe, happy and healthy in their lives. As God wants his creation to be happy and content, so Christians believe they have a duty to make the earth a better place for everyone to live in. Christians believe that God intended humans to rule over the earth: ‘fill the earth and subdue it’ (Genesis 1:28) but not to exploit and damage it. Christianity teaches a responsibility for others, ‘love your neighbour as yourself’ (Mark 12:31a) which implies caring stewardship not domination.
What causes hunger, poverty and disease in the world?

	Cause
	Explanation

	Punishment for sin or lack of faith in God
	This was a belief held at the time of Jesus and into the Middle Ages (most Christians would no longer hold this to be true today). People blamed diseases such as the plague on sinfulness (people not living up to God’s standards). Few people still believe this, although it is worth remembering that some religious leaders and politicians have referred to HIV and AIDS as the ‘gay plague’ and said it was God’s righteous judgement on homosexuals. 

	Natural Disasters
	These include events that humans cannot control, such as earthquakes, tsunamis and hurricanes. Severe droughts (lack of rainfall) lead to famine (not enough food) as crops cannot be grown and livestock die. 

Some Christians believe that natural disasters are the work of the Devil. They think that the Devil makes people suffer so that they might lose their faith in God. 

Others might think that these disasters are caused by changes to the environment because of the way humans have exploited the world’s resources. They may say this is the result of greed by individuals and businesses who are not showing respect for the environment. 

	Disease and Education
	In some countries, health care is not available to many people. Illnesses that would be cured in richer countries can kill in poorer areas. In developing countries, the problem of HIV/AIDS has had a devastating effect on communities. 

	Trade
	Many trade practices are unfair because they benefit the richer, more economically developed countries, but disadvantage poorer, less-economically developed countries. 

Many multinational companies take advantage of poor workers and cheap labour.  This keeps many people in poverty. 

	Debt
	In the past, poor countries were encouraged to take out large loans from rich countries. Over time the debt increased and they are now unable to pay off the interest, let alone clear the debt completely. 


CARING FOR OTHERS
Teachings about caring for the poor, the sick and the starving, the outcasts in society, are found in the Old Testament and are central to Christian belief:

‘If one of your countrymen becomes poor and is unable to support himself among you, help him as you would an alien or a temporary resident’ (Leviticus 25: 35)
Christians believe they have a responsibility to care for the poor. Jesus taught that the poor were as important as the rich:
‘Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God’ (Luke 6:20b)
Putting the Golden Rule (treat others as you would wish to be treated) and teachings of agape (unconditional love, based on the teaching to ‘love your neighbour as yourself’ [Mark 12:28-31]) into practice, Christian’s show concern for the poor in a number of ways:

· Charity – many Christians (and non-Christians) might volunteer in a charity shop, or help raise money for a charity, such as CAFOD or Christian Aid 
· Tithing – Many Christians give a percentage of their earning to charity. In the Old Testament, a tenth of the harvest was given to God’s work. This is called a tithe. Christians may give the money directly to their church, or they may support a charity. 
The parable of the sheep and the goats shows that God will judge people by how they have cared for the poor: 
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‘For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me...

I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.’ (Matthew 25: 31-40)
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CHRISTIAN TEACHING ABOUT THE USES OF MONEY

Christians’ concern for the poor also influences how they should spend their money. Jesus was clear that people who wished to follow God should give away their riches:

‘It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God’ (Luke 18:25)
Some people have interpreted this to mean that they should give away everything in order to follow Jesus’ teachings. For monks and nuns, for example, taking a vow of poverty can be seen as a way of working towards perfection as a Christian. 
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There is no Christian teaching against people having wealth, provided they help the poor. In the first century CE many people believed that wealth was a gift from God. Jesus warned against this and said that it was wrong to be rich when there were people who were starving because of a lack of money. 
‘For the love of money is the root of all evil’ (1 Timothy 6:9-10)
Jesus warned that it was wrong for people to keep too much for 
themselves, because what people have on earth cannot be taken with them when they die. 

‘Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.’ (Luke 12:15)
‘You cannot serve two maters...You cannot serve both God and money’ (Matthew 6:24)
CHARITY
Jesus taught that everyone should give to charity but he also said that such giving should be done privately and not as a public show of generosity. God rewarded those who gave help ‘in secret’. 
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‘So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets... But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving will be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.’ (Matthew 6:1-4)
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There are many Christian charities working around the world to try to help those who are starving and suffering from hardship and disease and also to try to create a fairer distribution of wealth. Christian Aid, CAFOD and TEARFUND are just three of the charities which aim to co-ordinate the work of the Churches and help the poor in accordance with Christian teachings. 
MORAL AND IMMORAL OCCUPATIONS
There is very little teaching in Christianity about what is a moral or an immoral occupation. However, there are certain principles that can be applied using teachings from the Bible. Jobs that involve helping others would be seen to be moral and would support the teachings of the Golden Rule (treat others as you’d wish to be treated). 
Jobs such as working in medicine or caring for the less fortunate would be seen as suitable, as would working in jobs that help care for environment, so that Christians are acting as stewards for God and protecting creation for future generations. 
All Christians have a duty not to harm others and therefore they should not earn money in a way which has a bad or negative effect on other people. Using this argument it might be straightforward to say that immoral occupations could be linked to prostitution, pornography or illegal drugs. Christians might also try to avoid working for companies that exploit the poor, or do not care for the environment. Christian teaching does not approve of gambling because it can bring poverty and suffering to people and their families. In the past, Christians were very opposed to lending money (usury= lending money to make a profit). 
‘...love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything back’ (Luke 6:35)
Some other areas of work might not be so clear:

· Is it always wrong for Christians to be involved in the buying or selling of arms (guns)? Or does it depend who’s buying them? 

· Should Christian Doctors or nurses ever take part in an abortion? 

· Should Christians work on a Sunday?

· Should Christians be involved in the selling of alcohol?
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All of these questions might produce different answers from people who are all Christians. 

In recent years the laws in the UK about Sunday trading have changed. All shops can open on Sundays. Large shops may still have limited hours. Some Christian groups have said that working on a Sunday breaks the fourth of the Ten Commandments:

‘Remember the Sabbath and keep it holy. Six days you shall labour and do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any work...’ (Exodus 20:8)
The Methodist Church and Salvation Army are against the use of alcohol but neither of them try to force this on other people. The Methodist Church’s Standing Orders state that alcohol cannot be supplied, sold or used on Methodist premises. 
PRACTICE EXAM QUESTIONS FOR THE POVERTY AND WEALTH UNIT

Remember, questions could be asked about any of the topics studied, including: Wealth, the causes of poverty, hunger and disease, concern for others, including charity, uses of money and moral and immoral occupations. 
With part a), b) and c) questions you need to show the examiner that you are confident in your knowledge and understanding of the key terms and ideas. You need to make sure that you do exactly as the question asks. 

(a) What is ‘poverty’? [1]

(a) What is stewardship? [1]

(a) What is meat by ‘charity’? [1]

(a) What is meant by an ‘immoral occupation’? [1]

(a) What is meant by a ‘moral occupation’? [1]
(b) Give 2 examples of an occupation that Christians might say is ‘immoral’ [2]

(b)
    What causes poverty? [2]

(b)     Why do people live in poverty? [2]

(b)     Give 2 examples of Christian charities? [2]

c) What does Christianity teach about concern for the poor? [3]

c) Describe Christian beliefs about the uses of money? [3]

c) Describe Christian beliefs about moral and immoral occupations. [3]

Part d) questions test that you can explain Christian ideas and beliefs. You need to show how beliefs affect Christians and why Christians have certain beliefs (remember Barrett’s F-C-C!). These are worth a quarter of the marks. Spend 7-8 minutes on part d) answers. 

(d) Explain why Christians might think that some charities are more important than others. [6]
(d) Explain why Christians believe they should help those less fortunate than themselves [6]

Part e) questions are worth HALF of all the marks. Spend 15 minutes on them. (So just over a minute for each mark available). These questions check that you can understand different points of view and can decide which point of view, if any, you find most likely. 

You need to explain different possible responses to the question, from different Christian, other religious and non-religious (secular) viewpoints. 

You must also explain your own view.


(e) ‘Christians should give everything to the poor.’
Discuss this statement. You should include different, supported points of view and a personal viewpoint. You must refer to Christianity in your answer [12 marks]

 (e) It doesn’t matter what job people do, as long as they can support their family.'
Discuss this statement. You should include different, supported points of view and a personal viewpoint. You must refer to Christianity in your answer [12 marks]

(e) ‘People must look after their family, before they worry about the poor.' 

Discuss this statement. You should include different, supported points of view and a personal viewpoint. You must refer to Christianity in your answer [12 marks]

 (e) ‘The rich have worked hard for their money, they should not have to give it to help the poor.' Discuss this statement. You should include different, supported points of view and a personal viewpoint. You must refer to Christianity in your answer [12 marks]
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