B602, Philosophy 2: Good and Evil and Religion and Science- Revision


OCR B GCSE Religious Studies:

Philosophy and Applied Ethics
	Exam Date:

	Philosophy 2 (B602)

Sections A and C

	Section A: Good and Evil

· Christian ideas of Good and Evil:

· The Devil

· Original Sin

· Redemption

· The Problem of Evil

· Coping with Suffering 

· Sources and Reasons for Moral Behaviour


	Section C: Religion and Science

· Origins of the World and Life 

· scientific theories

· Christian theories 

· the relationship between scientific and Christian views

· People and Animals

· Environmental Issues 



	

	Key words
	Key words

	Good
	Origins

	Evil
	Creation

	Original Sin
	Genesis

	Devil (Satan)
	Soul

	Redemption
	Stewardship

	Suffering
	Dominion

	Bible
	Big Bang Theory

	Conscience
	Evolution

	Jesus
	Cosmology


Use the information from this revision guide and your exercise books to create mind-maps (or bullet pointed lists, or revision cards) of each of the key topics. 

Make sure you learn clear definitions of the key words listed above. See your R.E. teacher if you need any help. Don’t forget the revision sessions – all listed in the school’s newsletter!

[image: image6.emf]In this topic we consider the evil in the world and the Christian response to it. We look at how Christians decide what is right and wrong and why they choose to do what is right.

	Topics in this unit
Once you’ve gone through the revision material and made some revision notes/ mind-maps, tick how confident you are on each of the topics
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	Christian ideas of Good and Evil – The Devil, Original Sin and Redemption.


	
	
	

	The Problem of Evil – Why does a good God allow natural and moral evil to exist?


	
	
	

	Coping with Suffering – Christian responses to suffering in the world


	
	
	

	Sources and Reasons for Moral Behaviour – Where do Christian ideas of right and wrong come from? Why do Christians try to be good?
	
	
	


Christian Ideas of Good and Evil

What is good? What is evil?

In moral thinking (thinking about right and wrong) ‘good’ means something that is morally right or someone who often does the morally right things.

For example, many Christians, influenced by the teachings of Jesus, would say that it is good thing to help people who are in need. People who help those in need do good things, and people who often help those in need (and do not do too much bad) may be described as good people.

The word ‘evil’ might mean a number of different things. It is the opposite of good. Something that is evil might be something that causes harm and suffering to people – for example, the tsunami and earthquake in Japan. Someone who is evil might be someone who tries to cause harm and suffering to other people, for example Hitler. Some thinkers see evil as being a mysterious and damaging force that can take over people and make them do things that are not good for them or others.

Christians believe that God is the source of goodness. In the Bible it says that ‘God is love’ and that when God made the universe He ‘saw that it was good’. As you know from the Philosophy 1 module, Christians think that God is omni-benevolent, perfectly good. So they think what evil here is in the world cannot be from God. Different Christians have different explanations for why evil exists. See the section on the Problem of Evil below for more information.

God and the Devil (Satan)

Christians believe that God is all good. So some explain the fact there is evil in the world and that people choose to do bad things by saying that the Devil is responsible for these bad things. God could not tempt people or bring bad into the world as He is all good, so it [image: image8.emf]must be an evil force which is responsible for these things. One question these Christians must face is why an all-powerful God allowed an evil force into the universe. (You should use this to show challenges to explanations for the existence of evil in your part e] answers!) For this reason, some Christians do not believe that the Devil really exists. They think that it is a poetic or symbolic way to talk about the great struggle people have in doing the right thing. It is easier for people to be greedy, lazy and selfish; to follow their simple desires rather than think what is best for them and for others. This 'temptation' to do the wrong thing, is talked about poetically as if it were a person.

The Devil (Satan)

In popular culture, the devil is often shown as a red half-man, half-goat-like creature with horns, holding a pitchfork. He is known by many names, including Prince of Darkness, Lucifer, Beelzebub and Satan. 

The traditional story of where the Devil comes from is not actually in the Bible itself, but in a number of books, called the Apocrypha, over which there was disagreement about whether they should be part of the Bible or not. The story from the Apocrypha goes that Lucifer was one of the archangels (top angels) in Heaven with God. Lucifer was jealous of human beings as God had made them to be higher than angels. When God ordered the angels to bow down to man, Lucifer refused. This act of rebellion caused God to throw Lucifer out of Heaven and into Hell where he became the Devil. In this version of the story, Lucifer is still bitter against humans and looks to stop God’s plans for them to go to Heaven.

Although there are no clear and detailed stories about the Devil, where he came from and what his goal is, in the Bible, there are examples of stories about Satan in the main books of the Bible. Many Christians see the serpent that tempted Adam and Eve to disobey God in the Garden of Eden as Satan (Genesis 3). Another example is in the story of Job, where Satan is told by God to test Job’s faith in God, by causing him to suffer. Also, in the New Testament, Jesus is tempted by the Devil in the wilderness (Luke 4:8). Jesus is tempted to use his powers to bring himself wealth and fame. His refusal, and his going without food and water for 40 days and nights, is remembered in the Christian practice of Lent. In the final, mysterious, book of the Bible – Revelation – Satan is mentioned as the leader of the forces of evil which God and Jesus will defeat in the final battle between Good and Evil.

[image: image9.emf]
Christians, who believe that the Devil is a real person/force in the world, may well believe that the Devil can possess people, objects or buildings. These Christians are likely to believe that God’s power can be used by a priest to get rid of the Devil from these things. The ceremony in which this takes place is known as exorcism. In the New Testament part of the Bible, Jesus removes demons from people in a number of stories. For example, he drives the demons out of Mary Magdalene. In another story he removes the demons from a man and puts them in a herd of pigs (which then run off a cliff).

Christians who do not believe in the Devil, may argue that these people did not have demons in them, but were suffering from what today would be recognised as mental health problems such as depression and schizophrenia. They will argue that Jesus healed these people, but not by removing demons. These Christians may also argue that stories of the Devil and of Hell were medieval approaches to religion, where people were frightened into following Christianity. They may argue this is not a positive approach.

The Fall, Original Sin and Redemption

[image: image10.emf]In the story of creation, mankind is made in the ‘image of God’ (imago dei). As with all of creation, mankind is perfect and ‘good’. However, many Christians believe that because Adam and Eve disobeyed God they broke the perfect world God had created and destroyed people’s immortality and likeness to God.  In the beginning of the story of Adam and Eve there is no suffering, hard work or death. However, there is a single rule – Adam and Eve must not eat the fruit from tree of knowledge of good and evil. Eve is tempted by the serpent (who some Christians think is the Devil in disguise) and Adam follows her. Both are thrown from the Garden. This story is known as ‘the Fall’ because Adam and Eve lose (fall from) their immortality and natural goodness to go into the human state we all know today, where we die, suffer, and struggle to do the right thing.

Some Christians believe that this story really happened and that people have since then gone through suffering, hard work and death. The idea that people inherit the sin of Adam and Eve is called ‘Original Sin’. The idea for this is found in St Paul, who in the Bible, was trying to explain the reason why people do bad things and why Jesus’ death and resurrection is so important.

St Paul believed, as most Christians do today, that Jesus’ death was a sacrifice to pay the debt of sin of all mankind. So in dying, Jesus atoned (‘paid for’) the Original Sin. Redemption means ‘pay back debt’. Christians believe that when people do wrong, a debt of saying sorry and putting it right is created to God. They believe that Jesus’ death paid for all the sins of mankind; and that this is available for all those people who ask for forgiveness from Jesus. This means that true Christians will, after death, once again be in the state of Adam and Eve at the start of the story – they will be immortal, naturally good and perfect: in the ‘image of God’ (this means a bit like God). The whole idea of The Fall, Original Sin and Jesus’ Redemption (payback) of Original Sin (and people’s own particular sins) is summarised by St Paul in the Bible:

‘For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.’ (1 Corinthians 15:22).

Baptism – which is a sacrament (outward sign of something spiritual done by God in the world) where someone is washed in holy water – is seen by many Christians today as the act that cleans people of their original sin.

THE PROBLEM OF EVIL
Terrible things happen in the world. This is what is meant by 'evil and suffering'. These include terrible things done by people (known as 'moral evil') and terrible things that happen because of natural disasters (known as 'natural evil'). 

EXAMPLES OF NATURAL EVIL: Floods, landslides, droughts, tsunamis. 

EXAMPLES OF MORAL EVIL: Murder, theft, assault, bullying, racism.

The problem of evil for Christians is to work out why a good God would allow these bad things to happen.

Christians believe that God is:


· Omnipotent: all-powerful, can do anything.

· Omniscient: all-knowing, knows everything that happens

· Omni-benevolent: loving, cares for everyone,

Why does this God, who can do anything, knows everything and loves everyone, allow bad things to happen at all? This is the Problem of Evil. It’s a problem for Christians because they believe in good God who loves and cares for everyone and yet it is hard to deny that evil and suffering exist in the world.

APPROACHES TO WHY THERE IS EVIL AND SUFFERING IN THE WORLD
The humanist solution

Atheists (people who do not believe in God), point out that one way to solve the problem is to say that God does not exist. No God, no problem. 

Humanists are a type of atheist. Humanists say that evil and suffering is bad, but since they don’t think an all-good God created and rules over everything, there’s no contradiction to them of there being evil and suffering in the world. They will explain it as the result of natural processes, human evolution and human choice. Christians do not accept this solution and have some of their own responses to this problem.

Other solutions unacceptable to Christians

· God doesn't love people (or not everyone).

· God can't do everything. He knows evil and suffering are happening; He just isn't powerful enough to stop it.

· God doesn't know evil and suffering is happening – it goes under His radar. He'd stop it if He knew.

These are unacceptable to Christians because Christians believe God is all-powerful, all-knowing and loving.

Christian responses to the Problem of Evil (Theodicies)

Christians give explanations as to why evil and suffering exist even though there is a good God who can do anything and knows everything. These explanations are known as 'theodicies'. Literally, a theodicy is a ‘justification of God’. For our purposes, the best way to understand them is as Christian answers to the Problem of Evil.

AUGUSTINE AND 'THE FALL'

In the story of Adam and Eve in the Bible, Adam and Eve are sent out of the Garden of Eden (a paradise) for disobeying God – by eating the forbidden fruit. So Adam and Eve made the wrong choice – using their God-given 'free will' (see below). This means, since Adam and Eve, people have been condemned with this original disobedience – 'original sin'.

One question we might have with this explanation, is why God gave Adam and Eve the opportunity to disobey him, or why he made them if he knew they would and condemn all people to suffer outside of Eden (This argument can be used in your part e] answers to suggest challenges to Christian ideas). Other Christians may read the story in a more symbolic way:

FREE CHOICE OR 'FREE WILL'

People who read the story of Adam and Eve symbolically may read the message in it that God has given people free will, so people can freely choose to follow God's way or can choose to do the wrong thing. Some

Christians also believe that the Devil was originally an angel who has freely chosen to do the wrong thing. If people choose to do it, then it is not God's fault. This solution to the problem of evil still leaves open the question of why there are natural disasters ('natural evil') that cause pain and suffering on so many people.

IRANAEUS AND THE NEED FOR EVIL & SUFFERING

Iranaeus suggested that the world has evil and suffering so that people can have the chance to make good choices and develop themselves into perfect people: good, kind, loving people. This idea says that the world is hard, so that we can improve and become good people.

Linked with this idea of evil as necessary so that we can become good, is the idea that evil is necessary so that we can understand good. If there were no evil, we wouldn't know what good was. One question for solutions to the problem of evil which say that evil is necessary is whether all the evil and suffering we experience is necessary. For example, what can a baby learn from suffering from a horrible disease? (Again, this can be used in part e] answers to show you have considered challenges to these theodicies) 
TESTING FAITH

Some Christians believe that evil is a test of people's faith in God. It is there to make sure that people have a true and strong faith. One story in the Bible that supports this view is the story of Job. A whole book is dedicated to this story. Job is a good, honest and religious man who is wealthy and has a good loving family. The Devil asks God whether he can test how faithful to God Job really is by making him suffer and seeing whether he still believes in God once he has suffered. Job is made ill, has his wealth and family taken from him and is left homeless. Job keeps his faith in God. Some Christians see this as an example of how God uses evil and suffering to check whether people truly believe in Him. One question for this kind of response is: why would a good God make such a test?

THE DEVIL AS A RESPONSE TO THE PROBLEM OF EVIL

For Christians who believe that the Devil is real, one solution to the problem of evil is that the Devil is the one doing the bad things, not God. So the reason there is evil and suffering in the world, is because the Devil is doing evil. This is not God's fault. However, some Christians point out that God must be allowing this evil to exist, as the Devil is not more powerful than God. Christians believe that God is all-powerful (omnipotent). The new problem would be, 'Why does God allow the Devil to exist?' So for many Christians, even those who believe in the Devil, this cannot be the complete answer to the Problem of Evil.

SUFFERING AS PUNISHMENT

Some Christians believe that suffering and evil on earth is a punishment for people for the bad things they do. This was more popular in earlier times; however, even today a minority of Christians explain terrible events by saying that the people hurt are being punished by God – that they have done something to deserve the suffering. For example, after

Hurricane Katrina killed many people in New Orleans, Pat Robinson, an evangelical Christian American commentator said that it was God’s punishment on the USA for allowing abortions to happen. It should be said that many Christians would disagree and were offended by this view.


[image: image3]
COPING WITH SUFFERING

Christians cope with the suffering (like diseases, murder, earthquakes, war, racism, etc.) in the world in many ways:

· They may pray to God to help with the suffering they see or to give them the strength to help. Some Christians may believe that in praying to God, God will help them – even if it is not in the way that they originally asked for (after all, God knows best). However, others may pray not because they think God will intervene or do a miracle, but because they seek guidance and strength from God to know and do the right things.

· They may look to the fact that Jesus suffered. Christians believe that Jesus was God in human form. So this means they believe God came down to earth, innocent of any sin and was punished and suffered here. This means God understands their suffering and shows that even God experienced innocent suffering. Some Christians may find comfort in this thought.

· They may think of the benefit of suffering. Jesus suffered and brought great things from it (see The Fall, Original Sin and Redemption above), so perhaps their suffering will lead to better things too. This links with Iranaeus' ideas above – remember, he said that people suffer so that we can learn to help others.

· They might remind themselves that God knows best, and they cannot see God's plans. God works in mysterious ways. They might say from God’s perspective it is for the best, even if from our limited perspective it doesn’t seem so.

·  They might look to help those who suffer. According to the Parable of the Sheep and the Goats (Matthew 25) people should help those in need. Likewise, the Parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10: 25-37) shows people to 'love their neighbours' by helping them when they suffer.

SOURCES AND REASONS FOR MORAL BEHAVIOUR

How do Christians work out the right way to behave?

Christians try to discover what God wants them to do in five key ways:

(Remember “Barrett’s F-C-C” to help you learn this!)

[image: image11.emf]B – The Bible. As well as telling Christians about Jesus, the Bible has guidance in the form of commandments (e.g. the Ten Commandments in Exodus 20) and Parables that Jesus told. Some of the principles in the Bible (such as the laws about what food is permissible) are not followed today by Christians. All Christians make decisions on which principles should still apply today. For example it says in one part of the New Testament that women should be quiet in Church and should submit (allow men to be in charge) to men. Many Christians today would not agree with this and say it was a part of the Bible that was from the time it was written, and not for all time.

F – Famous Christians. People like Jesus, Martin Luther King, Desmond Tutu, Mother Theresa, St Paul and Thomas Aquinas may inspire Christians and help them think about issues. In learning about what famous Christians have thought and said Christians might be inspired to follow their example or think in the same way. 
The example of Jesus: Christians try to be like Jesus, as they think he was God, so the perfect example of how someone should act. Jesus showed kindness and love to people, even those who others were prejudiced against. He went off to pray often. He put God and people before money or possessions. Jesus made sacrifices for other people, including his own life. Jesus’ life and teachings are written about in the Bible, especially the final 3 years in which Jesus taught people how he thought they should live and died on the cross. Christians believe he was resurrected. Many of Jesus’ teachings about how he thought people should behave are in his Sermon on the Mount. Another key teaching is that he said you could summarise what the Bible said about how people should behave in their lives in to two key principles: ‘to love God with all your heart and to love your neighbour as you love yourself’. (Mark 12:28-31)

[image: image12.emf]C – Conscience (Their feeling of right and wrong). Christians believe their sense of right and wrong comes from God. This is why people feel guilty or sorry for what they have done. These feelings of right and wrong are known as ‘conscience’. Because they think their conscience comes from God, or may even be the voice of God, Christians try to do what their conscience tells them.

C – Church. Christians may look to other people in their church when they are struggling with a choice, especially their vicar. Sermons (speeches) made during church services may also help Christians to decide what is right and wrong. Some Churches, for example the Roman Catholic Church have long traditions and have developed clear rules about how people should behave. The Roman Catholic Church says that these rules come from reading the Bible carefully, but other Christians disagree with the Catholic Church’s understanding of the Bible. Roman Catholic Christians are quite likely to follow the teachings of their Church, as all Christians are likely to follow the teachings of their own Churches.
Why do Christians try to do the right thing?

· [image: image13.jpg]


Christians believe that people were made by God to choose to do what God wants of them. God gives people free will and the guidance (e.g. the Bible,) so that they can come to the right decisions. If people were made simply to do right they would be robots and there would be no value in their coming to believe in God, worship God and do what God wants with their lives. By choosing to believe in God and do what God wants, Christians believe they are fulfilling their purpose. This is what God made them for – this is what becoming more in the ‘image of God’ means.

· Christians believe that what happens to them when they die depends on how they have lived in this life. This gives them another reason to do what God wants of them. Some Christians believe it is only whether they believe in Jesus or not that decides whether they will go to Heaven or Hell. However, some Christians, including Roman Catholic Christians, believe that some of what they are judged on is whether they have led a life which follows the teachings of right and wrong in the Bible (including, especially, Jesus’ teachings on right and wrong).

· Christians respect Jesus and want to be like him. This is another reason that Christians want to try to do the right thing – so that they can be like Jesus. They believe Jesus is God, and that Jesus came to earth in human form. God is perfect, so Jesus must have been – for Christians – the perfect human being. This means that Christians try to be like Jesus.

PRACTICE EXAM QUESTIONS FOR THE GOOD AND EVIL UNIT

Remember, questions could be asked about any of the topics studied, including: The Devil, Original Sin and Redemption, The Problem of Evil, Coping with Suffering and Moral Behaviour
With part a), b) and c) questions you need to show the examiner that you are confident in your knowledge and understanding of the key terms and ideas. You need to make sure that you do exactly as the question asks. 

(a) What is meant by ‘evil’? [1]

(a) What is ‘suffering’? [1]

(a) What is meant by ‘Original Sin? [1]

(a) What is meant by ‘The Fall’? [1]

(a) Give 2 examples of human suffering [2]

(b)
      What do Christians believe about ‘redemption? [2]

(b)        Give 2 examples of moral evil [2]
(b)        Give 2 examples of natural evil [2]
c) What is the difference between natural and moral evil? [3]

c) Describe Christian beliefs about redemption? [3]

c) Describe Christian teachings about the problem of evil. [3]

Part d) questions test that you can explain Christian ideas and beliefs. You need to show how beliefs affect Christians and why Christians have certain beliefs (remember Barrett’s F-C-C!). These are worth a quarter of the marks. Spend 7-8 minutes on part d) answers. 

(d) How might a Christian explain the problem of evil in the world? [6]

(d) Explain how a Christian might try to fid the right answer to a difficult moral problem [6]

(d) Explain how Christians might respond to suffering [6]

Part e) questions are worth HALF of all the marks. Spend 15 minutes on them. (So just over a minute for each mark available). These questions check that you can understand different points of view and can decide which point of view, if any, you find most likely. 

You need to explain different possible responses to the question, from different Christian, other religious and non-religious (secular) viewpoints. 

You must also explain your own view.

[image: image14.jpg]



(e) ‘The Devil is responsible for all the evil in the world.'

Discuss this statement. You should include different, supported points of view and a personal viewpoint. You must refer to Christianity in your answer [12 marks]

 (e) ‘It is God who makes people suffer.'
Discuss this statement. You should include different, supported points of view and a personal viewpoint. You must refer to Christianity in your answer [12 marks]

(e) ‘Everyone should have a moral code to live by.'
Discuss this statement. You should include different, supported points of view and a personal viewpoint. You must refer to Christianity in your answer [12 marks]

 (e) ‘There is no such thing as the devil – it is humans who are evil.' Discuss this statement. You should include different, supported points of view and a personal viewpoint. You must refer to Christianity in your answer [12 marks]

(e) ‘There is no point in trying to act morally.'

Discuss this statement. You should include different, supported points of view and a personal viewpoint. You must refer to Christianity in your answer [12 marks]

Science and Religion

	Topics in this unit

Once you’ve gone through the revision material and made some revision notes/ mind-maps, tick how confident you are on each of the topics
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	Origins of the World and Life :

· scientific theories

· Christian theories 

· the relationship between scientific and Christian views
	
	
	

	People and Animals – Looking at Christian attitudes about the place of animals and humans in creation, as well as Christian views on how animals should be treated.


	
	
	

	Environmental Issues – Looking at the idea of Stewardship, as well as Christian teachings and responses to environmental issues.


	
	
	


ORIGINS OF THE WORLD AND LIFE

SCIENTIFIC ACCOUNTS

As scientific measuring equipment has improved and scientific understanding of natural laws increased, scientists have come up with theories, backed-up by evidence, about how the universe came into existence and how life (and so people) came to exist.

The Big Bang

[image: image16.emf]Cosmology is the scientific study of how the universe began. By far the most popular theory with scientists about how the universe started is what has come to be known as the Big Bang. According to the Big Bang theory, a hot and dense ‘space-time singularity’ started to expand and cool very quickly. According to the theory, this was the beginning of space and time. As the universe expanded, the stars, elements, galaxies and planets that we know slowly came into being. Stars were formed from gas clouds of early simple elements (hydrogen and helium) and the nuclear reactions in stars led to the creation of the more complex elements.  When the stars ended (supernova) these elements were shot out into the universe. Some clouds of these more complex elements formed into planets. The theory does not, as it has here been explained, require a creator God. The universe as we know it today, according to this theory, came about by natural processes leading from the Big Bang. However, some Christians do follow the Big Bang theory, claiming that God created the Big Bang, and the Natural Laws by which it progressed on purpose (think about Aquinas’ First Cause argument in Philosophy 1!). These Christians would argue that science is just the way that God works. Evidence that supports this theory is that it predicts a certain kind of background radiation that has been detected by powerful telescopes. It also explains the movement of the galaxies away from a central point that has been detected by scientists. This is supporting evidence for the theory.

Evolution

In the 19th Century Charles Darwin travelled round the world collecting animal and plant specimens on his travels. As he studied them he came to believe that the animals and plants around us today had not always existed as they do now. They had slowly changed, adapting to their environment. The members of a species best able to survive were the ones that bred, so it was their characteristics that got passed on.

This came to be known as ‘Natural Selection’. The ones best suited to their environment were ‘selected’ to survive. Darwin wrote a famous book with these ideas called On the Origin of Species.

Later, biologists came to understand the science of genetics and explained that animals’ and plants’ genes could mutate when they were passed on. This, along with the mixing up of genes in sexual reproduction and alongside Natural Selection, is how living things change over time according to evolution. 

Today, evolutionists believe that every living thing has adapted from the most simple of life forms over some billions of years.

Evidence for evolution includes:

· Fossils that seem to show a slow progression to the species we know today

· The fact that we can ‘control’ a kind of evolution by breeding animals and plants for certain characteristics (known as 'Artificial Selection'). This suggests the process can work.

· All life shares a basic code. All living cells have DNA. This supports the idea all life is related.

Evolutionists believe that every living thing has evolved on earth over a period of billions of years from the first very simple life form. This includes human beings. This idea that all life came about through a natural process of change driven by genetic mutation and natural selection seems to go against the idea many Christians have that human life was created on purpose for a reason by God.
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When Darwin first published his ideas, many Christians were outraged. Many people did not want to accept that we were evolved from ‘lower’ life forms. Evolution suggested our nearest ancestor, for example, was ape-like, an ancestor shared with chimpanzees (we now know that we share 96% of our genes with chimpanzees). This led to people saying that Darwin thought we were monkeys. Many people tried to find arguments against Darwin’s research and reasons. One scientist, Philip Gosse, famously said that fossils were put there by God as part of the creation. Gosse was arguing that fossils were not to be seen as evidence of something coming before God’s creation a few thousand years ago! Even in his own time Gosse was seen as someone with strange ideas.

Some Christians, though, believe that evolution is just the way that God has brought about human beings. They argue that God has designed the process of evolution in order to create human beings. They think God is the source of the natural processes that evolution works on.

BIBLE ACCOUNTS 

The Bible, the Christian holy book, begins with two stories of how the world and people were created. They are in Chapters 1 and 2 of the book of Genesis.

Genesis Chapter 1 Creation Story

The first chapter of the book of Genesis teaches that the universe was made in 6 days, by God, out of nothing (ex nihilo). It begins:

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the spirit of God was hovering over the waters. And God said, ‘Let there be light,’ and there was light. (Genesis 1:1-3)

The idea that the universe was created out of nothing is known by the Latin (old Roman language) phrase ‘creatio ex nihilo’. So many Christians believe there was nothing (except God) and then God created everything from nothing. Remember from the Good and Evil section that Christians think that God is all-good (omni-benevolent) and therefore that everything God creates is perfect and all good. This idea will come up again when we are looking at Christian attitudes to animals and the environment. 

A few Christians believe that the raw materials of the world were already there, and God was more like a builder or craftsman than a creator, forming these materials into the universe and living things. These Christians might argue that one reason that evil exists in the world is because the material that God made it with was not perfect (unlike God).

In the story in the first chapter of Genesis, God creates the world and everything in it in 6 days:

	DAY
	WHAT HAPPENS IN GENESIS CHAPTER 1

	1
	Light and dark – day and night

	2
	Land and water.

	3
	3 Plants

	4
	Sun, moon and stars

	5
	Fish and birds

	6
	Animals and humans.

	7
	God rested


Genesis Chapter 2 Creation Story

In the second of the creation stories, things are slightly different. The main emphasis is on people – in particular Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. And they are created before plants and animals. This is slightly different from the order given in the creation story of Chapter 1. God creates a human and breathes life into him. This human watches as God creates animals and plants, and it is the human that names them. The human becomes lonely and God creates a companion from his rib. This is Eve. Adam and Eve live in the Garden of Eden, a garden paradise, until – as we saw in the Good and Evil unit – they disobey God and are cast out.

In the Christian creation stories animals and plants are created by God as they are today. They are under the control of Adam and Eve, the first humans, who are obviously very special, as they are made in the ‘image of God’ and are given a paradise, the Garden of Eden, in which to live. They are told to: “Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground’ (Genesis 1:28). 

Unlike the scientific accounts of the Big Bang and Evolution, the Christian creation story says that everything was made for a purpose and to a plan made by God.

Different Christian Views on the Origins of the World and People

Many Christians follow scientific views of how the universe was made. It is important for you to understand how they do this without contradicting themselves. These Christians might point out that God has given people reason and senses so they can find out about the world, so if science follows the best reasons then they will follow it.

"Science is an effort to understand the creation. Since we can learn about the Creator from his creation, religion can learn from science." Paul H. Carr (American Scientist)

As with many topics where Christians have different views, this one comes down to how they interpret or understand the Bible.

Ways of Understanding the Biblical Creation:

1. GENESIS AS A POETIC STORY, MYTH OR PARABLE THAT FITS WITH SCIENCE

Christians who follow modern scientific views will have to find a way to explain how it is that the Big Bang account and the Christian creation story in the Bible appear to be so different. Some may say that the Bible story is meant to be understood as a parable or is to be understood poetically. They may say that it’s key point is to teach people that God made the universe and that God has a plan and purpose for it, rather than being a detailed account of HOW God actually did this. If a Christian follows this line of thought, they believe that God created the universe, but through the processes described and discovered by scientists.

2. A DAY IS AN AGE IN GENESIS

Alternatively, a Christian may hold that the Bible has simply been translated incorrectly from its original language (Hebrew in the case of Genesis). In the first chapter of Genesis, the word translated as ‘day’ is ‘ayin’ – many thinkers today believe this meant ‘a period of time’, not ‘a day’. This means the Genesis story says that the universe was made in six ‘ages’ not ‘days’. The word ‘days’ is meant to be understood as a long period of time, they will argue. This version of the story seems a better match for the Big Bang theory – which is said by scientists to have occurred over 13 billion years ago. However, it does not match evolution very well; as all the animals are created at the same age and birds are created before animals (this doesn’t match modern evolutionary understanding).

3. GENESIS AS THE BEST GUIDE

Finally, some Christians believe that the Bible is to be understood literally and should be believed above human science. They will hold that if the Bible says something, since it is the word of God, creator and knower of everything, it is a better source of truth than any other. These Christians, known as creationists, hold that the creation story in the Bible is the whole truth and anything that conflicts with it must be wrong. They would say Genesis is the best guide and science is wrong. In fact, some Christians follow something called Intelligent Design. This is the view that science in fact leads us to believe that God created the universe, because everything is so complex and couldn’t have come about by chance. It must have been thought up by a supreme intelligence (God). This is a version of the teleological argument which we saw in the Belief about Deity section of Philosophy 1.

PEOPLE AND ANIMALS

Most Christians believe that people are more important than animals

This is because of what it says in the Christian creation story about ONLY people being made ‘in the image of God’: 

So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. (Genesis 1:27)

If only people are made in the creator’s image, then it must be because they are special. Maybe it means they share something about what they are like with God. It certainly shows they are special. Another Bible passage that seems to back this up is when God commands people to:

‘fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air

and over every living creature that moves on the ground’ (Genesis 1:28)

This suggests that God made people to be in charge of all living things. This clearly says that people are the rulers of living things.

The Lord God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being. (Genesis 2:7)

So people have the breath of God. Some people see the ‘breath of God’ and ‘image of God’ as being about people having a soul. Many Christians think only human beings have souls and that this makes people more important than animals. After giving the first man the breath of life in the second creation story in the Bible, God lets the first man name the animals and plants, which seems, again, to put people in charge of the rest of living creation.

In the New Testament, Jesus seems to see the suffering of people as more important than the suffering of animals. As is widely known, he ate fish and helped to catch fish to be eaten. In one famous story, Jesus cast the demons possessing a man into a herd of around 2000 pigs. The pigs are possessed and run over a cliff into the sea and are all killed. (Mark 5:1-20) This suggests that Jesus thought that saving one man from demons was worth more than the life of around 2000 pigs.

Christians think God wants them to care for animals

It says in the Bible that God commanded people to rule over the animals:

‘fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground’ (Genesis 1:28)

Many Christians today think that although they are more special or important to God than are animals, God has given the world, including animals, to people to look after. They read 'rule over' in the Bible passage above to mean 'rule over justly' or 'look after'. This idea is known as ‘Christian Stewardship’. 

Christians think they should look after what God has created. In the Genesis creation story, after God creates things, He sees that they are good. Christians look to preserve the goodness of God’s creation. St Francis of Assissi (1181-1226) is a Christian famous for his care for animals. For example he is said to have preached to birds and set free a fish caught by a fisherman. This suggests he valued living things very highly. Noah is another famous person in the Bible who seemed to look after animals. In the flood he saved all the species of animals by getting them on board his ark; even suggesting that he valued all creation equally. Some Christians today may have this view too. 
Jesus also suggested in what he said that God had some concern with the well-being of animals. Jesus said:

Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. (Matthew 6:26)

This suggests that God worries about making sure that even simple birds get enough to eat.

Today, many Christian churches have argued against animal neglect and abuse. One particular area of concern for many people who think about right and wrong in the world today is the use of animals in food, clothes and other products, as well as the use of animals in scientific research. There is information on animal research in the Medical Ethics section of the Ethics 1 module revision. Christians have different opinions on whether animals should be used for food, clothes, products or research. Some argue that as long as this is done in a caring way and for good reasons that it is acceptable. They may, for example, support animal research so long as it is for human medical advances (and the animals are treated as well as possible); whilst be against animal research just for testing make-up. 

Different Christian churches have spoken out against the mistreatment of animals:

METHODIST CHURCH:

“the universe as a whole is a product of God’s creative and imaginative will. Men and women are to be stewards and curators not exploiters of its resources, material, animal and spiritual.”

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (QUAKERS):

“the air, sea, earth, forests, animals and ourselves are all intimately connected, and the way in which we treat all of those things reflects on ourselves and consequently on God.”

Other Christians may have strong views about the worth of animals that lead them to be against anything that causes harm to animals. These Christians might be against animal research, they may even be vegetarians. See below for one such Christian view.

Some Christians believe that animals and people both have souls

They do this based on some passages in the Bible which suggests that both people and animals have the ‘breath of God’, for example:

Pairs of all creatures that have the breath of life in them came to Noah and entered the ark. (Genesis 7:15)

St Francis of Assisi seems to have believed that animals have souls too.  
Most Christians today believe that only people have a soul (only people are made in the image of God, only people can sin, etc.) and that for this reason people are more important than other animals.

CHRISTIAN IDEAS ABOUT THE ENVIRONMENT

In the past, some Christians believed that, since God could do anything (and so could put anything right) and had left the world to humans, that people could do what they liked with the world. Some people say that this is one reason why people from Western Christian countries have been involved in the destruction of so many of the world’s natural environments and in the extinction and near-extinction of many species.

Modern Christian views

The following quote from the Bible supports the idea that people have dominion (authority or control) over the world:

Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground’ (Genesis 1:28)

However, most Christians read it to mean that we have a duty to care for the planet. Perhaps a comparison could be made with the dominion that a mother and father have over their children. They are in charge, but they have a duty to care and protect their children.

Today, following the idea of Stewardship Christians believe that they should look after the world that God has created; for people today and for future generations. Stewardship follows the teachings in the Bible that God created everything in the world, that God ‘saw that it was good’ and that God told people to ‘rule over living things’. Put together, these mean that people were made in a position of responsibility towards the rest of God’s creation.

Environmental issues

There are a number of different issues that people concerned with the environment might focus on. These could be to do with people’s local environment and beauty or to do with the global environment and keeping it healthy so it can carry on supporting human life. Examples include:

· Polluting the seas which harms things living in the seas (and harms humans as we eat the fish).

· Releasing greenhouse gases into the atmosphere, causing global warming.

· Dropping litter (which harms animals, the ecosystem and looks ugly).

· Releasing CFCs that damages the ozone layer, leading to more harmful radiation from the sun.

In practical terms, looking after the environment may involve:

1. Volunteering for, or donating to, organisations and charities that look to stop environmental damage. For example Greenpeace, WWF (World Wildlife Fund) or Friends of the Earth.

2. Recycling, at home and at their church.

3. Saving energy

4. Getting involved in local conservation projects.

PRACTICE EXAM QUESTIONS FOR THE SCIENCE UNIT

Remember, questions could be asked about any of the topics studied, including: Scientific theories about the origins of the world and humanity, Bible stories about creation – world and humanity, Humans and Animals, The Environment 
With part a), b) and c) questions you need to show the examiner that you are confident in your knowledge and understanding of the key terms and ideas. You need to make sure that you do exactly as the question asks. 

(a) What is meant by ‘stewardship’? [1]

(a) What is ‘creationism’? [1]

(a) What is meant by the Big Bang Theory? [1]

(a) What is ‘evolution’? [1]
(a) What is cosmology? [1]
(b) Give 2 examples of environmental concerns [2]

(b)
      What do Christians believe about ‘stewardship? [2]

(b)        Give 2 examples of the ways humans might use animals [2]
(b)        Give 2 Christian beliefs about animals [2]
c) What are the main scientific theories concerning how the world and humanity began? [3]

c) Describe Christian beliefs about animals? [3]

c) Describe Christian teachings about the creation of humanity and the world. [3]

Part d) questions test that you can explain Christian ideas and beliefs. You need to show how beliefs affect Christians and why Christians have certain beliefs (remember Barrett’s F-C-C!). These are worth a quarter of the marks. Spend 7-8 minutes on part d) answers. 

(d) Explain why some Christians might not accept scientific theories about the origins of the world? [6]

(d) Explain why some Christians believe that humans should care for the environment [6]

Part e) questions are worth HALF of all the marks. Spend 15 minutes on them. (So just over a minute for each mark available). These questions check that you can understand different points of view and can decide which point of view, if any, you find most likely. 

You need to explain different possible responses to the question, from different Christian, other religious and non-religious (secular) viewpoints. 

You must also explain your own view.


(e) 'Scientific ideas about how the universe began prove that Christianity is wrong.'
Discuss this statement. You should include different, supported points of view and a personal viewpoint. You must refer to Christianity in your answer [12 marks]

 (e) 'Humans were created for a reason.'
Discuss this statement. You should include different, supported points of view and a personal viewpoint. You must refer to Christianity in your answer [12 marks]

(e) 'Science is right so religion is wrong.' 

Discuss this statement. You should include different, supported points of view and a personal viewpoint. You must refer to Christianity in your answer [12 marks]

 (e) ‘It is the responsibility of every Christian to care for the planet.' Discuss this statement. You should include different, supported points of view and a personal viewpoint. You must refer to Christianity in your answer [12 marks]

(e) ‘People are more important than any other animals.'

Discuss this statement. You should include different, supported points of view and a personal viewpoint. You must refer to Christianity in your answer [12 marks]



CHRISTIAN 


THEODICIES





The Devil:


Makes and causes suffering





Evil is necessary (Iranaeus):


We can learn compassion 


and recognise good, 


in response to suffering





The Fall (Augustine):


Adam and Eve’s temptation 


means that all humans suffer





Test of faith (e.g. Job):


To see if people 


really believe in God





Free Will:


People choose to 


do bad things
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