Plastics: Different Types

Thermoplastics: These have a “PLASTIC MEMORY”
+ve     Easily moulded into INTRICATE shapes and            economic because waste can be re-used.  



+ve    Wide range of bright colours


        +ve   No FINISH required

-ve    Lose rigidity and become soft when heated
· Acrylic = clear/opaque 
· Rigid Polystyrene = disposable cups/cosmetic bottles
· Expanded Polystyrene = packaging
· Rigid and Flexible PVC = drain pipes/guttering hose pipes inflatable dinghies
· High and Low Density Polythene = strong and stiff used for washing up bowls/buckets and bleach bottles
Thermosetting Plastic: Heat resistant, once formed into a shape       they can not be re-shaped.




   +ve Withstand higher temperatures without 





loosing rigidity and are good insulators
· Polyester Resin = comes as a thick liquid can be used in 2 ways (motorbike top boxes/boat hulls or some car bodies)
· Epoxy Resin = used to make glues (Araldite)
· Melamine Formaldehyde = strong/hard and heat resistant
· Phenol Formaldehyde = dark/hard and quite brittle (saucepan handles)
· Urea Formaldehyde = usually white in colour/tough and attractive (electrical fittings, plugs and sockets)
