CENTRAL GOVERNMENT
Central government is the top level of government. In the UK, central government is based at Westminster in the Houses of Parliament.
In addition, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland also have devolved national parliaments.
Describe the term devolved national parliaments.
Central government is made up of 650 Members of Parliament (MPs). Each one represents a geographical region of the UK called a constituency.
Central government has a number of departments or ‘ministries’ that undertake specific jobs and run the public services of the country. There are 24 ministries in total (such as the department of Transport and the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills) and central government is responsible for each one and the agencies that report to them. Each government department has a minister in charge who reports to the prime Minister on the work of that department.
Fill in the table below describing the different responsibilities of specific central government departments (ministries):

	Ministry
	Description

	Ministry of Defence (MOD)

	

	Home Office


	

	Department for Communities and Local Government



	

	Department for Education (DfE)


	

	Department of Health


	

	Foreign and Commonwealth Office


	

	Ministry of Justice (MoJ)
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