THE WORK AND PURPOSE OF PUBLIC SERVICES
Read the following case study and answer the questions.
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Petar Connelly (efered 10 8 baby P during the court proceedings into hisdeath)

was found dead in his cot on 3 August 2007. A postmertem found that Peter had

sufered a catalogue of nor-aceidantal seious njries andl dentified his death ves

ot accidental

Further investigation highlohted aseres o nterventions made by social senvices

n heslth departrments from the time Peter was ine months old unti is death

aged 17 months. Those includec:

+ GP spoting bruses on his chestand face

+ adimission to hospital with bruies, o blck eyes and swallng on the side of
hishead

+ marks spotted on his aco by a socal worker.

Several o these ncidents led to the arest of Petr's mother, but non of the
{ntorventions preventad hisceath Peters mother,her boyliend and her brother
war al sl for Peters death

ninguiry was caled, examining the foe of the polce, socia sevices and health

services nthe case, 1o find out how muliple opportuniies to save Paer fom

shuse were missed, The oy had been viited 60 times by the authorties i the

eight months before Peter's death

1 What are the challenges in getting the police socal services and halth services
10 shar information incases such as this?

2 How can socil senvices raad the ine batween supporting families and
protecting chidren?

3 Why do you think the failures ofsocial sendces atract huge meda attenton, but
theirsuccassos donot?

4 Social sevices somatimes have t intervena in awl icumstancos. s this &
cenice you feel you could join? Explai your answer,





