Wallingford School Sixth Form News

Term 1, Week 2: 19t September 2025

Email: sixthform@wallingfordschool.com

A message from the 6f team:

As we finish the end of the 2" full week of term 1, 6t form |

is very much into the swing of the new school year. Year
12 have been exploring the new opportunities beyond the
classroom, including the Livery Awards & EPQ. Year 13
meanwhile have been making progress on their UCAS
applications. For both year groups, next week is the first
assessment week of the academic year. We wish good
luck to all for this. This morning’s assembly from Ms Miller
(Deputy Head) was on the very current theme of Al. We
encourage all students to reflect on the messages that
came from this and how this can impact their studies.

The 6™ Form Team

Important information & News

Events coming up:

Week Commencing 22" September

Assessment Week: w/c 22™ September

Y12/13 Oktoberfest Lang Trip: Fri 26" September
Y12/13 Maths Olympiad for Girls: Fri 26" September
Macmillan Coffee Morning: Fri 26" September

PSE for Friday 26" September:
Y12 — Technology & Al Awareness
Y13 — UCAS/Next Steps

Events coming up

Open Evening: Thurs 2™ October (school ends
12:40pm)

D of E Gold Information Evening For Year 12
Parents/Carers — Monday 29" September @ 6pm
(online - link to follow)

We wish a Happy Birthday Skye, Alice, Lexy and
Zach, and a very Happy 18" Birthday to
Madison, Charlotte, Finley, Zoe, Joey and

Orlagh.

For safeguarding purposes and to ensure that attendance is being recorded accurately, it is essential that
students and staff are wearing lanyards at all times when in school. Thank you for your cooperation.

6F Assembly

This morning, we heard from Ms Miller (deputy headteacher). We heard about the very pertinent theme of the
use of Al and how, whereas this can be a great tool, it must be used appropriately in all contexts, but with a
particular view to how students use it in their studies. We encourage all to reflect on this.

Year 12 then received information about the Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award. Parents & Carers — please watch out
for a communication about this. If you want to find out more about the award before signing up, please attend
the online information evening on Monday 29t September @ 6pm. The link to the meeting will be emailed out
alongside the award information.
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Welcome

We are delighted to welcome Mrs Honer-Lee to the Sixth Form Team as a Sixth Form Administrator, job sharing with Mrs
Hornsby. Mrs Honer-Lee is in on Monday, Tuesday and Friday and Mrs Hornsby is in the office on Wednesday and
Thursday.

EPQ

Year 12 — Thank you for your interest. The meetings will take place on Mondays, and you have been allocated a period form
1-3 to spread the numbers out. Please look at the list on the window outside the Sixth Form Office, first thing Monday
morning.

Year 13 — Thank you to all the students who came to the meeting on Thursday. You were all reminded to follow any advice
and feedback from Mrs Keogh over the next week as you will be meeting for the final putting together of the projects on
Monday 29" September —P4 if you are free and lunch. It is quite a long job to get it right so please bring your lunch with
you to K16.

Year 12 Livery Awards

We are delighted to be able to take part again in the Livery Academy Awards - a Dragon’s Den style competition run by the
Livery Academy, which includes the Merchant Taylors. We are welcoming Justin, from The Speakers Trust into school on
Monday to run a workshop where all the participants will learn how to work in a team to build a business and from this we
will choose our team of 6.

Please note that if you are chosen to be in the team moving forward, we are meeting our mentors on Tuesday 23™ between
4.15 and 5.15pm. It will be a virtual meeting at school.

Good luck everyone!

Al — Ms Miller’s Assembly and Opportunity for student involvement.

Get involved

Join us to help shape the way in which we teach how to
use Al, when to do so and also when not to do so.
What are we missing? What do you wish you had
known? How can we support you to get ready for life
post 167

Reading Buddies

Thank you to everyone who signed up for reading buddies this week; we're very excited to get reading with our new year
7s!

To everyone else: Interested in helping year 7s with their reading once or twice a week during your tutor times? (it looks
pretty good on your CV AND you get to miss form [l)

There is a meeting for all those interested at break time on Monday the 22nd of September in M4.
Come meet the bunnies (and Ms Ladbrook of course!) and let us know which day works best for you.

Alternatively email Ms Ladbrook at LADBROOKR@wallingfordschool.com
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Message from ParentPay

barentpay Al Toos We have been alerted to a fraudulent app in the Apple App Store that mimics ParentPay
6 branding.
Security and safeguarding are top priorities at ParentPay Group, and we took swift action
to report the app and are working closely with Apple to have it removed.

l To date, we have recorded only 2 cases of affected parents.

Please be aware:
s © — e o ParentPay does not have an app available for download from any app stores
= y . To use ParentPay, parents should visit https://www.parentpay.com/ from a mobile
phone or computer
o After logging in, parents can save a shortcut onto their phone’s home screen

This message is for awareness only, so you can confidently and quickly respond to any parent queries.

Oxfordshire Mind Youth Forum

We will be continuing to run our Young People's Mental Health Forum throughout the next
academic year, with the next one being held on 29*" September from 9am-10am.

ba Dates for the rest of the academic year are below, all dates will be from 9am — 10am:
Oxfordshire 29t September 2025
Youth Forum 17" November 2025
; 26t January 2026
16" March 2026
11™ May 2026

@k Oxfordsh:re 22nd June 2026

The forum is a safe spaced co-produced by young people for young people. The topics and projects come from young
people and are supported by Oxford Discovery College and Oxfordshire Mind. We ask the young people, what is important
to you and how do you want to share that answer. Our Berkshire Youth Forum has been running for longer and we have co-
produced short films, training programmes, posters, designed conferences and spoken on webinars.

Attendance is online via Microsoft Teams. We will discuss different topics suggested by the young people, starting with
anxiety on the 29" September.

Fill in the Google Form to register your attendance for 29" September and receive a Teams link to join on the day:
https://forms.gle/b1SzYyRrUcQ7Puv47

Current Affairs Kahoot This Week
Well done to the following for making the podium of this week’s current affairs Kahoot quiz:

1%t Place - 5718 Matthew 13NJO
2" Place — 4713  Anna 13ALT
3 Place— 4682  Annabelle 13TMG

Please see Mrs Lutunatabua for your prize!
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Useful Opportunities

Discover Careers in Pharmacy

Download a poster

Oxford University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust are holding a discover careers in pharmacy event for
students in Year 7 and above on 16th October from 17:15 - 19:00 at the John Radcliffe Hospital. There will
be talks from OUH Pharmacists, Pharmacy Technicians and the University of Reading to give students all the
information they need for these exciting careers. There will also be a chance to ask questions

during interactive sessions.

MedicMentor “Get Into” Conferences

MedicMentor run free, virtual, ‘Get into’ conferences for aspiring medical and dental students in Years 10-12. Students will
learn about aspects such as timelines, choosing medical/dental schools, personal statements, interviews, national
leadership and awards programmes, work experience, the UCAT and accessing scholarships.

Get Into Medicine

https://medicmentor.org/series/get-into-medicine

The next Get Into Medicine conferences take place on 20th, 21st and 28th September from 09:00 - 13:30, with further
dates to follow in October, November and December. Students get essential insights into the medical UCAS application
process (such as the new personal statement structure), connect with professionals and fellow students, and gain a deeper
understanding of a future career in medicine.

Get Into Dentistry

https://dental-mentor.org/series/get-into-dentistry

The next Get Into Dentistry conferences take place on 27th September and 18th October from 09:30 - 13:30. The
conferences cover all of the essential requirements for applying to dental school and provide invaluable tips on how to
stand out from the crowd. With informative sessions led by experienced professionals, students will gain an understanding
of what dental schools are looking for and discover the importance of extracurricular activities in your application.

Apprenticeships You Need to Know

brenticeships Y
pd to Know Abo

This webinar on 23rd September from 17:30 - 18:30 will give Year 11-13 students the inside track on the
top schemes going live this autumn, what employers are looking for and how to get ahead of the araavs ez O

Joltte. (@) womrano and more...

competition. | —

https://pathwayctm.com/event/apprenticeships-you-need-to-know-about

BBC Apprenticeships Webinar

; www.amazingapprenticeships.com/events/discover-apprenticeships-at-the-bbc-webinar

y During this webinar on 7th October from 16:00 - 17:00, attendees will hear from the BBC about what
’ﬁ?\ apprenticeships are available to apply for and what it’s like to be an apprentice, gain valuable insights into the
e structure and benefits of the apprenticeship schemes and be guided through the recruitment process,
=W Al SCHEMER . . . .
including tips to make your application stand out.

BP Apprenticeships Webinars

BP are holding two webinars for students to discover how an apprenticeship with BP could be their first step into a long-
term and stable career.

Apprenticeship Insights & Application Masterclass

Link to register

At this webinar on 21st October from 18:30 - 19:30, students can find out about all of BP’s school leaver apprenticeship
opportunities across Engineering, Digital, Science, Business, Supply, Trading and Shipping. They can meet the recruitment
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team who will share insights on when applications open, what to expect during the application process and how to make
your application stand out.

Women in STEM at BP: Your STEM Career Starts Here!

Link to register

At this webinar on 4th November from 18:30 - 19:30, students interested in STEM apprenticeships can meet the women
who are changing the future of energy. From Engineering and Digital, to Supply, Trading and Shipping, they will share how
they got started and where they are going next.

British Army Apprenticeships Webinars

Amazing Apprenticeships are holding two webinars with the British Army for those interested to learn more about the 40+
different apprenticeship opportunities available in the British Army, from engineering to animal care, to logistics and HR.
The October date is aimed at parents and carers with the February date perfect for young people and those supporting
them.

Exploring British Army Apprenticeships for Parents and Carers
www.amazingapprenticeships.com/events/exploring-british-army-apprenticeships-for-parents-and-carers

At this webinar on 21st October from 18:00 - 19:00, parents and carers can learn more about the apprenticeship
opportunities in the British Army. They can hear directly from parents/carers of current apprentices as they share their
honest experiences, including how they supported their child's decision to join, any concerns they had and how their
perspectives have changed throughout the journey.

British Army Life and Learning - Apprenticeships Explained
www.amazingapprenticeships.com/events/british-army-life-and-learning-apprenticeships-explained

Ahead of National Apprenticeship Week, young people and those supporting them can join this webinar on

3rd February from 16:00 - 17:00 to hear directly from British Army apprentices about their training, experiences and what
Army life is really like.

Modern Art Oxford

FUTURES g‘ https://finder.futuresforall.org/opportunity-detail/A63E2C57-ABD0-4B98-32E0-08DDDACOC6F8

Futures for All (formerly Speakers for Schools) are running weekly in-person Young Creatives Socials at
Modern Art Oxford on Thursdays from 16:00 - 18:00 from 23rd October - 18th December 2025 for young
people aged 16 - 18 to develop their creative practice and explore paths to exciting careers in a fun and
relaxed environment. Download a flyer.

Virtual Work Experience with HSBC

https://digdata.online/hsbc-career-challenges

DigData have announced their virtual work experience opportunities with HSBC, taking place in October for students in
10-13 (Next Step). Students complete the career challenge to find out how HSBC uses data to solve business problems and
gain virtual work experience. The events take place outside of school hours, making them easily accessible for all students.

Next Step Career Challenge (Years 10-13)

2nd October at 17:00 (virtual session hosted on Zoom)

“HSBC and The Nature Trust UK — Nature Projects That Make a Difference”

Task: Use real-world data to build a case for your chosen project. You’ll need to think carefully about balancing
environmental impact with the needs of the local area and explain why your solution is one that HSBC should fund.
e A 45-minute briefing with the HSBC team

e Complete the career challenge at their own pace

e Certification awarded on completion

e Students register at: https://digdata.online/hsbc-career-challenge-next-step-registration-form



https://com.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2eb277ff62b44aa5d97ec4011&id=e57a964d64&e=31b6e0e272
https://com.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2eb277ff62b44aa5d97ec4011&id=439e1e1f98&e=31b6e0e272
https://com.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2eb277ff62b44aa5d97ec4011&id=225b90b709&e=31b6e0e272
https://com.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2eb277ff62b44aa5d97ec4011&id=f848e506a1&e=31b6e0e272
https://com.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2eb277ff62b44aa5d97ec4011&id=5ddb99f4ef&e=31b6e0e272
https://com.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2eb277ff62b44aa5d97ec4011&id=f45191ed8a&e=31b6e0e272
https://com.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2eb277ff62b44aa5d97ec4011&id=cc7b78bf6e&e=31b6e0e272

USA College Day 2025

https://fulbright.org.uk/news-and-events/2025/usa-college-day-2025

USA College Day takes place on 26th and 27th September in London and is Europe's largest US university fair and is an ideal
way to learn about studying for an undergraduate degree in America. It offers students and parents the unique opportunity
to meet with representatives from more than 100 US universities.

Oxford University Application Assistance for Rugby Players

We are currently getting in contact with schools across the UK on behalf of Oxford University Rugby Football
Club to encourage talented rugby players, both male and female, to apply to Oxford.

Prospective student contact form
More information on the rugby programme and undergraduate application process.

As a club we offer support for their application, where we link them with current OURFC players on their chosen course who
can best advise them on the application process, including personal statement assistance, entrance test tips and tricks, and
mock interviews. We have a panel of current players, Oxford alumni, senior academics, and experienced committee
members who are happy to provide any help that students need.

Insight to UBS Virtual Event

We’'re thrilled to invite students to an exclusive virtual event with one of the world’s leading financial institutions—UBS.
On Tuesday, 30th September 2025, from 5:00pm - 6:30pm, join us on Zoom for an insightful evening designed to give you a
closer look into careers in Banking and Finance.

About UBS:

UBS is a global leader in wealth management, investment banking, and asset management, serving clients across more than
50 countries. With managed assets of US$5.71 trillion and a revenue of US$39.36 billion in 2023, UBS is a powerhouse in the
financial sector, helping individuals, institutions, and corporations grow and protect their wealth.

Event Details:
e Event Title: Insight to UBS - Banking & Finance
Date: Tuesday, 30th September 2025
e Time: 5:00pm - 6:30pm
e Location: Zoom (link provided upon registration)
Why Attend?
e Explore UBS’s Student Career Opportunities: Discover the exciting range of roles available at UBS in areas like Asset
Management, Global Wealth Management, Investment Banking, and more.
Exclusive Insights: Learn what UBS looks for in future talent and how to stand out in your applications
for internships, apprenticeships, and graduate programs.
Hear from Industry Experts: Meet professionals from various UBS departments who will share their career
journeys, insights into the finance industry, and advice on how to succeed in one of the world’s most prestigious
financial institutions.

This virtual event is a must-attend for any student eager to explore careers in Banking and Finance. You'll gain valuable
insights that will boost your university applications, future job searches, and understanding of the finance industry.

Register here:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/UBS-Insight

The Sunday Times Top 100 Apprenticeship Employers for 2025

As you may know, the 2025 edition of The Sunday Times Top 100 Apprenticeship Employers was launched earlier this
summer, and includes a number of valuable resources which may be useful for your Year 11 and Sixth Form students, their
parents and your colleagues.

The new 2025 rankings were featured in a TV programme specially produced for schools & sixth form colleges.
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Watch The Programme
spotlight on sociology

In our first spotlight of the year, we're going to take a look at our Sociology courses so that you and your students are well-
informed.

At Durham, we offer our students opportunities to develop attributes we hope they have by the time they graduate. One
way we achieve this is through our excellent undergraduate degree programmes.

BA Sociology (single BA Anthropology and
honours) Sociology (joint honours)

BA Education Studies BA Combined Honours in
- Sociology (joint honours) Social Sciences

For more information on the Sociology course offered at Durham University, click here.

Please take the time to have a look at the Work Experience and Opportunities board in 6F for more information and
posters.
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