
PLC for COM 1 SEC A responses
	Target number
	What you need to do to improve
	Action to take to make sure it is done better next time

	1. 
	Define your line of argument to help you focus your response.
	· If there is a model answer, highlight where this has been done
· In your own work, add in a clear line of argument, or ‘thesis statement’ at the start of your response

	2. 
	Use information from your handbook to give you ideas for content.

	· If there is a model answer, match the content to information that is in the handbook
· In your own work, write down, in the form of a target, the pages of the handbook you could have used to improve your answer

	3. 
	When you have identified an effect, make sure you have explained HOW, precisely, the media language creates that effect
	· If there is a model answer, highlight where an ‘effect’ has been identified (e.g. the tone of the text is serious or the linguistic codes feel hopeful). 
· When you have done that, highlight the precise explanation of HOW this effect has been created. This should follow straight after if the model is any good!
· In your own work, do the same. If you spot gaps in your own explanations, add in more explanatory detail

	4. 
	Include TERMINOLOGY even if it feels a bit wedged in (audit my terminology use – have I missed any obvious opportunities?)

	· If there is a model answer, audit the terminology usage by counting up how many media-specific terms have been used.
· In your own work, audit your media terminology in the same way. Re-write one paragraph to improve the use of terminology. 

	5. 
	Include relevant theories 
	· If there is a model answer, identify and highlight where relevant theories have been used. This might be the subtle use of a recognisable key word from a theory, or it might be an obvious reference.
· In your own work, highlight all references to theory. If there are none, then identify where you could have put at least one reference in. Then add it in the appropriate place. 
· In your handbook, find the pages that tell you which theories apply to the work you are doing. Write the page numbers down at the bottom of your work with a note explaining what they refer to (e.g. – ‘page 7 – this page tells me what media language and representation theories I should be writing about when covering adverts’). 

	6. 
	Give precise examples from the text
	· If there is a model answer, identify and highlight the places in the text where clear examples are given to illustrate a point you are making. 
· In your own work, go through and highlight where you have given precise examples from the text that illustrate the points you are trying to make. If there are none, then add some in. 

	7. 
	Give more detail
	· If there is a model answer, identify where PEA has been used to generate and develop content
· In your own work, identify where you could have put in more detail and then add it in. 




	Target number
	What you need to do to improve
	Action to take to make sure it is done better next time

	8. 
	Extend your analysis by saying ‘why’ something has been done in a particular way. Try to link this to the purpose of the text and the audience/industry if appropriate
	· If there is a model answer, highlight where this has been done
· In your own work, look for the * and the comment. This is where you need to develop and extend your analysis

	9. 
	Improve the structure of your whole text: aim to produce one introduction with an effective thesis statement, three clear paragraphs focused on three clear ideas and a conclusion. Adapt this structure for the different questions – a ten marker could be two paragraphs for example and you might miss out a long conclusion
	· If there is a model answer, read it through and recreate the bullet point plan that the writer might have used
· In your own work, produce a bullet point plan showing how you would plan your essay if you did it again

	10. 
	Ensure your introduction is effective: 
1. Introduce the basic info about the texts (name, producer, date etc.)
2. Explain what each text is about
3. Finish your introduction with a clear thesis statement
4. Adapt this for the type of question being asked
	•	If there is a model answer, see how this is fulfilled in the introduction. Highlight the introduction in three different colours to show each part
•	In your own work, rewrite the introduction following the three-part structure
· Reflect: how many marks are available? Have I spent too long on an introduction for the marks available? 

	11. 
	Ensure your paragraphs are structured effectively
	•	If there is a model answer, 
•	In your own work,

	12. 
	Ensure your conclusion is effective
	•	If there is a model answer, 
•	In your own work,

	13. 
	Use context wisely
	•	If there is a model answer, 
•	In your own work,

	14. 
	Creating effective comparisons
	•	If there is a model answer, 
•	In your own work,




