Homework due Friday 15th December
COM 2 SECTION A: TELEVISION IN THE GLOBAL AGE

Peaky Blinders and The Bridge
1. Van Zoonen suggests that media representations often portray women as belonging to the family and domestic life and men to the social world of politics and work. How far does an analysis of Peaky Blinders and The Bridge support this claim?  [30 marks]

TIMING: APPROX 50 MINS (ADD EXTRA TIME IF YOU ARE ENTITLED TO THIS)


TO HELP
Here are some pointers from the mark scheme I will be using:
Here are the top band descriptors
[image: A black and white text on a white background

Description automatically generated]


General expectations (copied from the mark scheme)
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How you might write about The Bridge (in note form, from the indicative content)
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Use the above to help you get ideas for Peaky Blinders. 
image1.png
AO1 1a and 1b Demonstrate
knowledge and understanding

A02 1 Apply knowledge and understanding of the theoretical
framework of media to analyse media products
A02 2 Apply knowledge and understanding of the theoretical

Band | of the theoretical framework framework of media to evaluate academic theories
of media 02 3 Apply knowledge and understanding of the theoretical
framework of media to make judgements and draw conclusions
9-10 marks 17-20 marks
Excellent, thorough and Excellent, thorough and appropriate knowledge and
appropriate knowledge understanding of the theoretical framework is applied to
and understanding of the analyse the set products
theoretical framework Excellent, thorough and appropriate knowledge and
Athorough and detailed understanding of the theoretical framework is applied to
understanding of the set evaluate academic theories
s products is demonstrated Evaluation of academic theories is perceptive, critically

through detailed and
critically informed
discussion, with points
supported by relevant
examples

Effective and detailed
application of relevant
media theory or theories

informed and fully supported by detailed references to
specific aspects of the set products

Excellent, thorough and appropriate knowledge and
understanding of the theoretical framework is applied to
make judgements and draw conclusions

Judgements and conclusions are perceptive and fully
supported by detailed references to specific aspects of the set
products





image2.png
Answers should refer to both set products. For bands 4 and 5, it is expected that there is balanced coverage of both
texts; at band 3 and below, coverage may be more unequal. f there s reference to only one set product, the
answer should be placed in the band which best represents the quality of the work, then the mark should be halved.

Answers are expected to show knowledge and understanding of Representation in relation to the set products
and to explicitly evaluate van Zoonen’s claim that representations often portray women as belonging to the
family and domestic life and men to the social world of politics and work. To achieve marks in the higher bands,
answers will explicitly evaluate van Zoonen'’s claim, using specific examples from the set products to support the
points made. In the middle bands, answers will show knowledge of Representation, but are likely to apply rather
than evaluate van Zoonen’s claim. In the lower bands, answers are likely to simply describe rather than apply or
evaluate van Zoonen’s claim, or not refer to it at all.

Answers should also make judgements and draw conclusions. In the higher bands, answers will engage fully with
the debate and draw valid conclusions that are supported by examples from the set products. In the middle
bands, answers will show partial engagement with the debate and will draw straightforward conclusions largely
supported by examples from the set products. In the lower bands, answers are unlikely to engage in debate, and
may draw conclusions that are not supported by examples, or simply describe aspects of the set products.

Answers may take a range of stances and each stance should be judged on its merits. The indicative content below is
not prescriptive. Answers are not expected to include all of the points listed. All valid points should be given due credit
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The Bridge

The cast and narrative are gender-balanced, and women are neither marginalised nor absent; both
genders are shown in positions of authority.

Women are not sexualised, and tend to wear gender-neutral costumes such as hoodies, jeans and
boots, with no stereotypical feminine markers such as flowing hair, make-up and jewellery.

Women are not placed in domestic or nurturing roles; consider Saga’s use of microwave meals and her
lack of emotional empathy.

Both Rikard and Henrik are shown cleaning, an activity stereotypically associated with women.

Saga is represented using some stereotypical masculine markers, such as her scar (connoting past
violence), her stance, walk and continued movement, showing her as active (stereotypically masculine)
rather than passive and to ‘be looked at’ (stereotypically feminine), her lack of speech linking her with
the ‘strong, silent’ male stereotype, the enigma that surrounds her, the dominant framing in shots.
Aliberal feminist perspective may regard the representation of women positively, s reflecting
improvements in equality in society, particularly in Scandinavian countries, and valuing a woman’s
central role and position of authority in the narrative.

Asocialist feminist perspective may regard Lise as the ‘superwoman’ figure who appears to ‘have it all’
but is actually financially dependent on a wealthy man.

A radical feminist perspective may value the positive representation of women, but also note that when
patriarchy is challenged, for example by Helle Anker’s lesbian marriage, it is shown to have negative and
even fatal consequences, and Helle Anker is ‘punished” by the narrative outcome of being murdered.




