Q1.
Outline Asch’s findings in relation to two variables affecting conformity. 
Briefly explain two limitations of Asch’s conformity research.
(Total 8 marks)
Q2.
Researchers have identified different features of science, including:
•        replicability
•        theory construction
•        hypothesis testing.
Explain how Asch’s conformity research illustrates one of these features of science.
(Total 3 marks)
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Mark schemes
Q1.
 
[AO1 = 4 AO3 = 4]
 
	Level
	Marks
	Description

	4
	7 – 8
	Knowledge of Asch’s findings in relation to two variables affecting conformity is accurate with some detail. Explanation of two limitations is effective. Minor detail and/or expansion sometimes lacking. The answer is clear and coherent. Specialist terminology is used effectively.

	3
	5 – 6
	Knowledge of Asch’s findings in relation to one/two variables affecting conformity is evident but there are occasional inaccuracies/omissions. There is some effective explanation of one or two limitations. The answer is mostly clear and organised. Specialist terminology mostly used appropriately.

	2
	3 – 4
	Limited knowledge of Asch’s findings in relation to one/two variables affecting conformity is present. Focus is mainly on description. Any explanation of limitation(s) is of limited effectiveness. The answer lacks clarity, accuracy and organisation in places. Specialist terminology used inappropriately on occasions. Or just limitations done well.

	1
	1 – 2
	Knowledge of Asch’s findings in relation to at least one variable affecting conformity is very limited. Explanation of limitation(s) is limited, poorly focused or absent. The answer as a whole lacks clarity, has many inaccuracies and is poorly organised. Specialist terminology either absent or inappropriately used. Or just limitation(s) at level 2.

	 
	0
	No relevant content.


Content:
•        Asch found that group size affected level of conformity – up to 3 confederates levels increased, thereafter they tended to plateau.
•        Asch found that task difficulty affected level of conformity – where the lines were of similar length making the judgement more difficult conformity levels increased (whereas when correct answer was obvious the levels decreased).
•        Asch found that unanimity affected level of conformity – where the majority were unanimous in their wrong answer, conformity levels increased (whereas when there was an ally, conformity levels deceased).
Credit other relevant findings in relation to other variables studied by Asch.
Limitations:
•        Asch’s findings may not be so relevant today – the outcome may have been influenced by social attitudes of the 1950s – post-war attitudes that people should work together and consent rather than dissent. 
•        Asch’s task was artificial – therefore not a valid measure of real life conformity where conforming takes place in a social context and often with people we know rather than strangers.
•        Gender bias – use of a male sample thus may not represent female behaviour.
•        Use of volunteer sample whose behaviour may not represent that of a wider population.
•        Ethical problems including deception (participants believed they were taking part in a test of perception) and protection from harm (participants were put in a stressful and embarrassing situation).
Can credit two separate ethical limitations.
Credit other relevant limitations.
Possible answer:
Finding / Variable 1
Asch found that group size affected level of conformity. IDENTIFY
Up to 3 confederates levels increased, but then adding more confederates made little or no difference. EXPANSION
This suggests that group size does matter, but only to a certain extent with the first few confederates making the impact. WHAT IT MEANS



Finding / Variable 2
Asch found that task difficulty affected level of conformity.
If the lines were of similar length this made the judgement more difficult - and conformity levels increased. When the correct answer was obvious conformity decreased. 
For difficult tasks participants may have felt less confident in their own judgments and so looked to others.

Finding / Variable 2
Asch found that ... (task difficulty or unanimity)
What he did...showed
What it means for conformity



	Identify
	

	Relevance
	

	Conclusion
	





Limitation 1
	Identify
	One limitation of Asch’s research was that his findings may not generalise.

	Relevance
	Asch’s participants were all American men.

	Conclusion
	This means the research cannot tell us about conformity in women or other cultures.




Limitation 2
	Identify
	A second limitation was that the task was artificial. Comparing line lengths with strangers isn’t something that people do in real life.

	Relevance
	Conformity often tends to take place in a social context with people that are familiar.

	Conclusion
	Therefore, the task may not be a measure of real-life conformity.



 


Q2.
[AO2 = 3]
3 marks for a clear, elaborated explanation of how Asch’s conformity research illustrates the chosen feature – must be explicit contextualisation.
2 marks for an explanation with some elaboration. Contextualisation may be implicit.
1 mark for a limited or muddled explanation.
Possible content: 
•   replicability – Asch’s studies had standardised procedures (eg the number of confederates; length of lines etc) which meant that they could be repeated/replicated to assess consistency/reliability of the findings; this increased the validity of the conclusions drawn
•   theory construction – Asch’s findings led to the development of explanations/theories of conformity, eg that people will conform to group pressure to avoid ridicule (normative social influence)
•   hypothesis testing – Asch’s research tested the assumption that naive participants would conform to an obviously wrong answer when placed under group pressure; this was achieved by manipulating an IV (fake/genuine answer) to measure the effect on the DV and keeping other (possible confounding) variables constant.
Credit other relevant content.
[3]

Possible answer:

Asch’s studies used standardised procedures controlling variables such the line lengths, and number of confederates. 
These could be replicated across numerous trials of the study. Chosen feature – replicability with detail
The replication allowed Asch to check whether the findings were reliable (consistent), and increased the validity of his conclusions. Elaboration of what the replicability meant

