Zimbardo et al. (1973) – Conformity to Social Roles – Evaluation (A03) Exercise
Try to expand your answers – how is x a strength of this study? The italicised evaluation points are counter-points to one another.
When writing essays think carefully about how you will organise A03 – strengths versus limitations with examples to support each.

	Strengths
	Limitations

	Control






	

	McDermott – it was real to participants






	Lack of realism – play acting


	Application to real life (Abu Graib)






	Exaggerated power of roles


	Orlando (1973) – social roles in psychiatric wards






	Alternative explanations (Social Identity Theory) – Reicher




Evaluation – Keywords
You will get marks for using technical language correctly in Psychology.

Use your books and the web to create definitions for the following key terms (some are revision!):

	Term
	Definition

	Generalisability
	



	Reliability
	



	Replicability
	



	Application (to real life scenarios)
	



	Validity
	



	Internal validity
	



	External (ecological) validity
	



	Mundane realism
	



	Ethics
	



	Sample bias
	



	Experimenter (observer) bias
	



	Control group
	



	Confounding variable
	




	Counterbalancing
	



	Participant observation
	



	Experimental group
	



	Individual differences
	





Doing Evaluation Well

For support see page 218-219 of the Digital Student Book.

Below is a brief example taken from the book. I’ve used a 3-mark example. Each part of the answer builds up the marks:

	Marks Level
	Identify and explain one strength of the multi-store model of memory. (3)
	Answer part

	Low (1)
	Case studies have shown there is a real difference between short- and long-term memory.
	Identify

	Medium (2)
	E.g., HM sustained damage to his hippocampus, following which his LTM was found to be still intact, but he was unable to form any STM memories.
	Relevant link/expansion (evidence)

	High (3)
	This suggests that the two kinds of memory have different brain locations, and therefore supports the MSM.
	Conclusion



If you think in IRC for each evaluation point you do, that will help you develop your marks.
How much evaluation do I need?

A general rule you might use is one evaluation 'IRC’ per 2-3 marks.

For 6 marks – 2 evaluation points (2 x 3)

For 16-mark essays – A03 is always worth 10 marks – so roughly 3-4 evaluation points that have a mixture of strengths and limitations
