Topic 1: Social Psychology		Spec Point 1.2.7
[bookmark: _el3lacsub6qa]ETHICS IN PSYCHOLOGICAL RESEARCH
Identify which of these studies you think are real – and which are made up.
	1. In a busy subway, a person collapses bleeding from the mouth. The person is a confederate of the experiment and the event is staged. Bystanders are covertly observed to see if they help and how long they take to help.  An investigation into bystander responses to emergency situations.

	2. An experimenter in a pick-up truck, with a rifle visible in the back, and a sticker on the bumper saying 'VENGEANCE', stops at red lights. The experimenter does not move when the lights turn green thus blocking the traffic. Assessment of the impact of aggressive stimuli on 'horn honking' behaviour.

	3. Baby rhesus monkeys reared in complete isolation except for two surrogate 'mothers'; one a wire structure with a plastic face, and the other a wire structure but covered with terri-cloth. Investigating the nature of mother-child relationships.

	4. Rats are given an electric shock to the feet, and soon afterwards a toy rubber hedgehog flies (on wires) across the top of their cage. An investigation into the effects of aversive conditioning.

	5. Subjects are presented with 2,000 sheets of random numbers, asked to add up 224 pairs of numbers on each sheet, then tear the sheet into 32 pieces before going on to the next. After five hours of this clearly useless task, some of the subjects are still going and have to be stopped by the experimenter. An investigation into the power of the psychology experiment.

	6. Rats are given electric shocks to the brain after they have learnt a maze to see how this affects their memory of the maze.

	7. Ammonia used to punish a deaf-blind five year old boy engaging in serious self injurious behaviour (self-mutilation). An investigation based on real life interventions into the relative effects of various types of punishment on self-injurious behaviour

	8. Head banging behaviour is shaped (taught) into rhesus monkeys, extinguished (got rid of), and then re-established in order to investigate the hypothesis that some forms of self-injurious behaviour are linked to reinforcing features in the environment.

	9. Electric shocks administered to homosexuals as they view photographs of clothed and naked males. An investigation into the treatment of 'sexual deviations'.

	10. A hidden observer in a men's toilet records the time taken before subjects begin to urinate and the time they take urinating. A confederate of the experimenter either stands in the next stall to the subject or one stall away. An investigation into the effects of invasion of privacy on arousal.
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a) What ethical principles do these studies violate?
b) [bookmark: _ikde094h6o0j]How would you change the studies to improve their ethics?
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