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Research has suggested that the encoding and capacity of short-term memory are different from the encoding and capacity of long-term memory.
a) Explain what is meant by coding.
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
(Total 2 marks)


b) Explain what is meant by capacity.
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
(Total 2 marks)


c)Explain what is meant by duration.
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
(Total 2 marks)
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Mark schemes
Q1.
 (a)
AO1 = 2
Coding is the way in which information is stored / put into / processed into memory, eg acoustic, visual, semantic.
1 mark for a very brief explanation (eg how it’s stored, or changing its form) or an example (eg acoustic coding).
2 marks for a brief explanation and an example as above, or for accurate elaboration, eg when information is changed into a form which can be stored.

(b)
Capacity in human memory refers to the amount of information that can be stored in memory at any given time. It is typically divided into different types of memory systems, such as short-term memory and long-term memory. In short-term memory, the capacity is often described as limited, with the average number of items being around 7±2, while long-term memory has a much larger, theoretically limitless capacity.

(c)

Duration in human memory refers to the length of time that information can be retained in memory before it is forgotten. Different memory systems have varying durations: short-term memory holds information for a brief period, typically around 20-30 seconds, unless rehearsed, while long-term memory can store information for much longer periods, ranging from hours to a lifetime. The duration of memory is influenced by factors such as rehearsal, attention, and the meaningfulness of the information.
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