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Ernst (1988) aimed to reassess Bowlby's ideas about the impact of maternal
deprivation on child development. She followed up 137 Swiss children who had had
experiences of prolonged separation from their primary attachment figures and
assessed their 1Q, popularity with peers and mental health at 14 years. As
compared to peers, the deprived children had comparable 1Qs and were no less
popular with other teenagers. However, they did have a higher incidence of mental
health problems.

Question

What does this study suggest about Bowlby's theory of maternal deprivation?
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