B604, Equality 2: Peace and Justice and Equality- Revision
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Sections A and B

	Section A: Peace and Justice
· War

· Just War Theory

· Violence and Pacifism

· Crime and Punishment

· Social justice and injustice


	Section B: Equality
· Equality

· Racism

· Sexism 

· Attitudes towards other religions:

              Missionary work

                  Evangelism

         Ecumenism

· Forgiveness & Reconciliation
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Use the information from this revision guide and your exercise books to create mind-maps (or bullet pointed lists, or revision cards) of each of the key topics. 

Make sure you learn clear definitions of the key words listed above. See your R.E. teacher if you need any help. Don’t forget the revision sessions – all listed in the school’s newsletter!
In Peace and Justice we look at Christian attitudes to some major social issues:

	Topics in this unit

Once you’ve gone through the revision material and made some revision notes/ mind-maps, tick how confident you are on each of the topics
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	Attitudes to war – including Just War Theory
	
	
	

	Violence and Pacifism
	
	
	

	Crime and Punishment – including capital punishment and the treatment of criminals
	
	
	

	Social Injustice – including Liberation Theology
	
	
	


CHRISTIAN ATTITUDES TO WAR

A war is when two countries, groups of countries, or parts of a county go into a long-term armed fight with one another. Today, most Christians would prefer that there was never any war or violence. Some Christians believe that war and violence can never be right or justified. These are called 'pacifists'. Some other Christians believe that in some situations, war may be the best answer - and call for good people to go to war or to use violence to stand up for what is right.

Some Christians think war can sometimes be right

Though Jesus never fought or took up arms, he did say 'love your neighbour as yourself' (Mark, 12:31) and some Christians may say that sometimes to love your neighbour you must protect them through war. If someone is in need and war is the only way to defend them, then it is loving to go to war, some may argue.

In the Old Testament, God is shown directing people to war, for example:
Then the Lord said to Joshua, 'Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged. Take the whole army with you, and go up and attack Ai. For I have delivered into your hands the king of Ai, his people, his city and his land.' (Joshua 8:1)
Some Christians, therefore think that this shows God supports some wars. There are two theories which have been put forward by Christians to justify war:
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Holy War

A Holy War is the idea that it can be right to use violence to defend a religion. This is very unpopular amongst Christians today (especially since, being the world’s most followed religion, it is not under threat), but in the 12th and 13th centuries the Popes and many Christians supported the Crusades to bring Jerusalem and the areas around

them under Christian control. Many people were killed in these wars. In fact, absurdly, some crusades (in particular the 4th) ended up being against other Christians.

Just War Theory

All Christians are aiming for peace, and Christians who support war would not support it in all circumstances. So when is a war right for these Christians? Christian thinkers Thomas Aquinas (1224-1274) and Hugo Grotius (1583-1645) developed a theory that gave guidance on when a Christian would think a war was right or justified (or ‘just’). Today, Just War theorists look at asking what is right when going to war, during a war and after a war:

JUS AD BELLUM (Whether it is right to go to war).

i. Just Cause: there must be a good reason to go to war.

ii. Just Authority: the right leaders have to start the war.

iii. Just Intention: people must be fighting for the right reason.

iv. Reasonable Success: there must be a good chance of winning.

v. Last Resort: everything else to resolve the disagreement has to be tried first.

vi. Greater Good: there must be more good from fighting the war than bad caused by it.
JUS IN BELLO (Correct behaviour during the war).

i. Protect Civilians: only soldiers must be fought against in the war.

ii. Proportional Force: The force used should match the wrong that has been done. E.g. if they have invaded your country, you can prevent them, but you cannot invade their country.

iii. Just Weapons: only certain weapons and ways of fighting must be used. Chemical

weapons, for example, are not allowed.

iv. Minimum Force: the war should be fought destroying as few things, and killing as few people as possible to win it.
JUS POST BELLUM (Treatment of the losers after the war)

i. Good Reason: there must be a reason for ending the war – because the original

problem has been settled, or that there is no chance of either side winning.

ii. No Revenge: there must be no revenge taken on the losing country or its inhabitants.

iii. Just Authority: the correct leaders must make and sign the peace terms.

iv. Just Punishment: any punishment must only be to those who are directly responsible for the war, not innocent people in the country.

v. Proportional Peace: the terms of surrender must match the original reasons for the war.
	Revision tip! Remember G.O.S.P.E.L to help you learn the key points of the Just War Theory!

	· Just Cause- Defend the weak/ Not Retribution

· Proportionality- The suffering caused by the war should not exceed the original suffering inflicted

· Reasonable Chance of Success
· Just Authority- David Cameron/ United Nations

· Just Intention- Good must overcome Evil

· Last Resort- All attempts at peace have been made


	G – Good Reason


O – Only Necessary Force



S – Success Likely
P – Proper Rulers



E – Effects Good


L – Last Resort


Roman Catholic and Church of England Views

Both of these churches accept that sometimes war and violence may be necessary to fight against evil people and protect the innocent. However, both also see any war as regrettable and see peace and an end to war as the aim of Christians.
After a war Christians may look to their belief in forgiveness to try and reconcile the people involved. 

Pacifist Christians

Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you (Matthew 5:44)
Some Christians are pacifists. This means that they think war is never right. War can never be justified. They may believe this because their conscience (sense of right and wrong) tells them it is wrong. One of the Ten Commandments is ‘You shall not murder’. As Christians, they follow Jesus. Jesus said to 'love your enemies'. Pacifist Christians think that you could not love your enemies by killing them in war. Jesus also said: 
Blessed are the peacemakers (Matthew 5:9. Note: 'blessed' means favoured by God).
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Pacifists believe they should always try to make peace. They think there is always a better alternative to war to sort out disagreements. Martin Luther King Jr., a famous Christian pacifist argued that: 

Returning violence for violence multiplies violence, adding deeper darkness to an already starless night.

During war, pacifist Christians may become what is known as 'conscientious objectors'. This means they refuse to fight in a war, their sense of right and wrong (conscience) tells them it is wrong. Instead of fighting, conscientious objectors might try to promote peace in other ways, like becoming doctors or nurses in the war, sending aid and trying to negotiate a peace plan. Pacifist responses to disagreements and problems between countries would include:

· Protests

· Sanctions (this might mean not playing the country in sports, not trading goods with them, or not including them in political agreements)

The Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)

Many Christians in The Religious Society of Friends (often known as 'Quakers') believe strongly that war is never right. Quakers are involved in peace activities around the world and have been arrested for not taking part in wars. The Quakers won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1947.
VIOLENCE AND PACIFISM

Many quotes on war and peace above apply to the question of whether violence is ever right. As we saw, some Christians may argue that sometimes to stop terrible wrongs happening, violence and killing may be necessary. Sometimes the most loving thing may be to fight – this would be the lesser of two evils in such a situation. Imagine if a gunman walked into a shop and had shot someone and was threatening to hurt others, wouldn’t it be acceptable in this situation for the police to shoot this man? A Christian may even argue it would be the most loving thing in the circumstances. However, as the Just War theory showed, Christians still think this kind of behaviour needs to be done in certain ways in order to be right. They still have to limit the violence to what is necessary to deal with the evil, and make sure they do not go too far and become evil themselves.
Justified violence?

There are even a number of teachings in the Old Testament where God tells the Jewish people to go to war and do terrible things to their enemies (including killing the women and children). Some Christians argue that even Jesus accepted that there were times when anger and violence were necessary. For example, after entering Jerusalem for Passover (a special Jewish festival), he went to the main Jewish temple and saw that people were trading in the special religious courtyard. Jesus gets angry and overturns the tables and he whips some of the traders. This shows, for some Christians, that violence is sometimes right. They might call this an example of ‘righteous anger’ – what was happening was so bad that we would be right to use violence to oppose it.

[image: image8.emf]
Some Christians might argue that in some cases pacifism just won’t work. Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a famous Christian pacifist, who, in the Second World War, disgusted by the atrocities of Adolf Hitler decided he had to go against his pacifist beliefs and join a plot to kill Hitler. However, he – along with the other plotters – was caught, tortured, and hung by a piano wire from a meat hook.

Pacifism (again)

However, there are many teachings in the Bible – especially from Jesus – that seem to teach that violence is never right. Jesus even taught that if you had been wronged you should forgive, rather than respond or defend yourself. He famously said ‘if someone strikes you on your right cheek, then turn and offer him your left cheek also’. 

Another story that seems to show Jesus’ attitude against violence is when the soldiers were coming to arrest him in Jerusalem. One of his followers, Peter, stood up with his sword to defend Jesus and cut off the ear of one of the soldiers. According to the story, Jesus healed the ear of the man who had come to arrest him and told Peter that ‘those that live by the sword will die by the sword’, suggesting that violence is always wrong.
As we saw above, Jesus also taught people to ‘love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you’ and said that peacemakers (people who try to make peace) are loved by God. Famous Christians who have opposed violence, whilst fighting for what is right, include Martin Luther King Jr. A Baptist minister with a PhD in Theology, Martin Luther King Jr. stood up against racism in USA. Opposing segregation and unequal treatment by the government and by individual people, he told his followers never to react violently – and they held to this even when police and the army, and others, hit them and sprayed water at them (for example).

[image: image9.jpg]



CHRISTIAN ATTITUDES TO CRIME AND PUNISHMENT


Justice

Justice is the idea that people should be treated fairly. When it comes to crime and punishment, justice means that the victim and the criminal are treated fairly. This unit asks questions about what we think treating a criminal fairly means. As we will see, there are different ideas about this.

Aims of punishment

[image: image10.emf]Many Christians, along with non-Christians, see that punishment has four main aims:
· Deterrence. The possibility of punishment deters people (puts people off) from doing crime. So, for example, the fact you know there will be a detention if you don’t do it, deters you (puts you off) from skipping your homework.

· Retribution. Retribution is the idea that there should be payback on the criminal on behalf of the victim.

· Protection. Putting criminals in prison is a way of protecting the rest of society from their criminal nature.

· Reformation. This is the idea that punishment should help people to 'reform' – to change. The punishment gives the criminal a chance to think about what they've done and change their ways or educates them so that they are made better. 
Different people may emphasise different aims. Different crimes will also have different emphasis. So a parking crime is not likely to need other people to be protected from it, whereas a serial killer is likely to need to be locked up just so other people in society will be protected from them. Some Christians think that retribution is not a just (fair) way of treating criminals, others will accept that it is.

Christian ideas on the aims of punishment
Deterrence: In the Bible it says a reason to punish people is that: 'Everyone will hear about it and be afraid to act so arrogantly.' (Deuteronomy 17:13). This is the idea of deterrence. Deterrence also links with the idea of 'loving your neighbour', wanting to make sure people are not the victims of crime.
Retribution links in with the Old Testament idea of 'an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth' (Leviticus 24:19). This is the idea that if someone does something bad, they should have something bad done to them. 

Not all Christians agree on the idea of retribution being an aim of punishment. Jesus says in the Bible: 

You have heard that the law of Moses says, 'If an eye is injured, injure the eye of the person who did it. If a tooth gets knocked out, knock out the tooth of the person who did it.' But I say, don't resist an evil person! If you are slapped on the right cheek, turn the other, too. (Matthew 5:38-39)
This suggests that Christians should respond to crime and violence by 'turning the other cheek'. This links with Christian pacifist ideas discussed in the last section. Some Christians would argue this is an ideal which cannot be lived up to, but which God (Jesus) asks us to try and aspire to. 

Protection links with the idea of 'loving your neighbour' and wanting to protect other people in society. 

Reformation links with the Christian idea of forgiveness. When Jesus was being crucified, he forgave a criminal who was being crucified with him who said he was sorry for his crimes (Luke 23: 26-43). In fact, Jesus said that the robber would go to Heaven. This suggests to Christians that Jesus treated criminals with forgiveness and mercy, where they were sorry for what they had done. Jesus also taught people to say to God to ‘forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us’. This means that if we want people (and for Christians, God) to be forgiving towards us – which we all do sometimes, then we should act with forgiveness to others. Jesus said in a number of his teachings that people were bad at this. We judged others before looking at our own faults and crimes. 

So some Christians will argue that if someone is sorry for what they have done, then they should be forgiven. Christians believe that people should be punished in a way that helps them to understand that they have done something wrong, so that they can be sorry and therefore be forgiven and reconciled with their victims and society. 

Treating criminals as worse than us?

[image: image11.emf]In the Bible, Jesus often points out how people talk down to criminals and are willing to treat them badly, when in fact they have done many bad things themselves. This is the idea of hypocrisy. For example, Jesus reminds people about to stone a woman to death for adultery that they too have done many wrong things in their life. He says 'let he who is without sin throw the first stone' (John 8:7).
Jesus was also known for associating with people most people treated with little respect, like tax collectors and prostitutes. Jesus reminded people that they wanted to be forgiven, and that they should therefore be willing to forgive others as well.
Practical responses to crime

Most Christians accept that for the good of society people who have done wrong do need to be punished. They may disagree on why this is (see above on the aims of punishment) but they agree that it needs to be done. Christians will also agree that the investigations, trials and judgements should be done fairly and openly, whereby people are only convicted of the crime when it can be shown with good evidence that they have really done something wrong. Christians also think that the people who run the trial and give the criminal a sentence (the judge) should be honest and fair. However, Christians may disagree on what form the punishment should take and how criminals being punished should be treated. We look at this issue next.
How might Christians respond to criminals?

Christians believe that criminals should be punished, but they also believe in love and forgiveness for those who have realised what they did was wrong. Some believe that every life is of value and that everyone should have a chance to feel sorry for the bad things they have done and be forgiven. This means that some Christians work to try and change attitudes to criminals and change the conditions in which criminals are treated. 
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In many Less Economically Developed (LECD) countries today, conditions in prison are awful. For example, in La Sabaneta prison in Venezuela, there is overcrowding, disease and frequent outbreaks of deadly violence leading to the deaths of hundreds of prisoners. 
[image: image13.emf]Elizabeth Fry was a famous Quaker Christian who in the 19th Century worked hard to make sure conditions in British prisons were better for criminals. At the time in the UK, children as young as 8 (for crimes as small as stealing a loaf of bread) would be put in overcrowded prisons where disease and violence was rife, and prisoners were not given enough food or any education and training to help them when they were released.
Today, as well as (1) praying, Christians might (2) work as Chaplains in prisons, or (3) visit prisons, talking to criminals or running education classes for them (linking with the idea of reformation as an aim of punishment). Christians might also (4) work with the families of criminals and with the victims. Today, the Howard League for Penal Reform works to make prisons places where criminals are helped to get their lives on track so that they can seek forgiveness and become useful members of society, rather than outcasts with little opportunity in their lives to do anything but go back to crime. In poorer countries, in particular, the League works to try to limit the overcrowding in prisons that leads to violence and disease.
Other Christians may argue that someone who has committed a crime has, to some degree, forfeited (given up) their rights to be treated with humanity. This links to the idea of retribution above – that someone who has done wrong has made it fair for them to have wrong done to them. These Christians may be less concerned with how criminals are treated during their punishment – though, even here, they may argue that there are limits to how badly they are treated.

[image: image14.jpg]


Attitudes towards capital punishment (the death penalty)

In the Old Testament, there are a number of crimes which it says that the punishment for them is death. One example is murder. Some Christians still believe that this is the only way to deal with the most serious of crimes. In some American states the death penalty is used as a punishment for murder. In the UK, some surveys have suggested that a majority of people support the death penalty. However, there has been a long history of Christians opposing the death penalty in the UK, because they believe in Jesus’ teachings of forgiveness and agape (selfless love). The last person to be hung in the UK was in 1964.
[image: image15.emf]Helen Prejean is a Canadian/American nun who has worked hard her whole life to fight against the death penalty. She argues that it means people are not given the chance to earn forgiveness (‘reform’) and the act of killing is not a loving one, as it goes against the sanctity of life. Modern Christians who oppose the death penalty might agree with her and say that the Old Testament laws that support it are not appropriate for today’s society. 

Christians who support the death penalty argue that the Bible says it is right and that when people commit awful crimes, they give up (forfeit) their right to life and deserve to die. As the Old Testament says ‘an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth’, so perhaps it follows: a life for a life.
CHRISTIAN ATTITUDES TO SOCIAL INJUSTICE
Social injustice is where some people in a society are treated unfairly. It is where some

people are given fewer rights and privileges than others. An example would be how black

people were treated during Apartheid in South Africa – being paid less for work, not being able to vote or own property in much of their own country, having less money spent

on their education and health, and being given less freedoms than the white people living

there. 
Where people are treated differently from others with no good reason, this is

known as discrimination. All social injustice involves discrimination.
Most Christians believe that everyone is made in the image of God and is therefore equal, so should be treated equally and fairly by government and by people in a society. 
Other teachings in the Bible that argue that people should not treat people badly, and should fight against others treating people unfairly are: 
· Jesus taught people in the parable of the Good Samaritan to treat others as they would want to be treated, no matter their race.

· The prophet Amos said that God was not happy when people ‘denied justice to the oppressed’ (Amos 2:7a). 

Many Christians try to help end social injustice. They might join organisations such as Amnesty International (fighting against human rights abuses in countries around the world), Mencap (a group that fights against discrimination against people with learning difficulties). There are many, many other such organisations opposing social injustice around the world, and Christians may be involved in setting them up, donating to them and volunteering with them. 

[image: image16.jpg]


A famous Christian who looked to stop social injustice is Martin Luther King Jr. He led the Civil Rights Movement in America fighting for equal rights for Black Americans. Desmond Tutu, an Archbishop of Cape Town, spent his life opposing social injustice (apartheid) in South Africa and around the world. Oscar Romero also fought against social injustice in El Salvador. See below for information on his life.
How can Christians respond to social injustice?

They might:

1. Join organisations like Christian Aid, donating time and money.

2. Protest. For example, by signing petitions or organising marches.

3. Try to influence governments to do something about the social injustice.

4. Try to help directly, perhaps by going out to the country.
Liberation Theology

Liberation theology is a modern movement in the Christian Church that looks to support the poor and oppressed. People who follow Liberation Theology say that a key part of Jesus’ teaching is to support poor and oppressed people. They would argue that you cannot be a good Christian if you are not doing all you can to help the most needy. This follows from a number of Jesus’ teachings, such as the Parable of the Sheep and the Goats, where Jesus says that those who will go to Heaven are those who have ‘helped those in need’.
Liberation theology has supporters across different churches and is particularly strong in poorer countries, such as those in Central and South America, Asia and Africa where people are oppressed and where the police kidnap, torture and execute those who disagree with the government. Some may peacefully protest whilst others, in extreme cases of social injustice, have even supported violence against the oppressors of those harmed.

[image: image17.emf]Oscar Romero, who believed in peaceful protest, was a Roman Catholic Archbishop who spoke out against the injustice in El Salvador. Most people in El Salvador were very poor and were treated very badly by a few rich landowners. Oscar Romero spoke out against the injustices he saw. In 1980, he was assassinated in his own church whilst performing mass. He was assassinated because by trying to help the poor, he was arguing that power and money should be taken away from the rich.
Some Christians are against Liberation Theology because they think it goes too far in supporting violence, rather than peaceful solutions to the problem. Others may argue that it is only Marxism or Communism pretending to be Christianity. These Christians might think that it doesn’t concentrate enough on God and thinking about the afterlife.
PRACTICE EXAM QUESTIONS FOR THE PEACE AND JUSTICE UNIT

Remember, questions could be asked about any of the topics studied, including: The Just War Theory, Violence and Pacifism, Crime and Punishment, Social Justice and Injustice. 
With part a), b) and c) questions you need to show the examiner that you are confident in your knowledge and understanding of the key terms and ideas. You need to make sure that you do exactly as the question asks. 

(a) What is ‘pacifism’? [1]

(a) What is a ‘conscientious objector’? [1]

(a) What is meant by social injustice? [1]

(a) What is meant by ‘justice’? [1]
(a) What is capital punishment? [1]
(b) Give 2 examples of social injustice [2]

(b)       Give 2 aims of punishment [2]

(b)       Give 2 beliefs about the use of violence [2]

(b)
     Give 2 reasons why a Christian might say that a war is ‘just’ [2]

(b)
     Give 2 examples of how a Christian might respond to war [2]

c) Why might Christians work for peace? [3]

c) Describe Christian attitudes towards social injustice. [3]

c) Describe Christian teachings about war. [3]

Part d) questions test that you can explain Christian ideas and beliefs. You need to show how beliefs affect Christians and why Christians have certain beliefs (remember Barrett’s F-C-C!). These are worth a quarter of the marks. Spend 7-8 minutes on part d) answers. 

(d)Explain how Christian beliefs might affect someone whose country was at war. [6]

(d) Describe Christian beliefs about crime and punishment [6]

(d) Explain how Christians might respond to the use of violence to solve a situation. [6]

(d) Explain how a Christian might respond to the issue of capital punishment for a crime. [6]

(d) Explain how Christians might treat criminals. [6]

(d) Explain how Christians might respond to injustice. [6]

Part e) questions are worth HALF of all the marks. Spend 15 minutes on them. (So just over a minute for each mark available). These questions check that you can understand different points of view and can decide which point of view, if any, you find most likely. 

You need to explain different possible responses to the question, from different Christian, other religious and non-religious (secular) viewpoints. You must also explain your own view.

[image: image18.emf]
(e) 'It can never be right to fight in a war.' Discuss this statement. You should include different, supported points of view and a personal viewpoint. You must refer to Christianity in your answer [12 marks]

 (e) 'It is right to fight for your beliefs.' Discuss this statement. You should include different, supported points of view and a personal viewpoint. You must refer to Christianity in your answer [12 marks]

(e) 'Violence should never be used to solve a problem.' Discuss this statement. You should include different, supported points of view and a personal viewpoint. You must refer to Christianity in your answer [12]

 (e) 'Violence is sometimes necessary.'

Discuss this statement. You should include different, supported points of view and a personal viewpoint. You must refer to Christianity in your answer [12 marks]

(e) 'Criminals must be punished as an example to others.'

Discuss this statement. You should include different, supported points of view and a personal viewpoint. You must refer to Christianity in your answer [12 marks]

(e) 'The Christian teaching of forgiveness is not compatible with the use of punishment for crime.' 

Discuss this statement. You should include different, supported points of view and a personal viewpoint. You must refer to Christianity in your answer [12 marks]

Equality

In this unit we look at Christian views on the following issues to do with equality and prejudice and discrimination:
	Topics in this unit

Once you’ve gone through the revision material and made some revision notes/ mind-maps, tick how confident you are on each of the topics
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	Equality - Christian views on the idea that people are the same and should be treated the equally
	
	
	

	Racism - Christian views and responses to racism.
	
	
	

	Gender = particular, we look at Christian views on the roles of women in society.
	
	
	

	Other religions - What attitudes do Christians have to other religions? We look at different views.
	
	
	

	Forgiveness and Reconciliation - What do Christians have to say about how we should treat people when we make mistakes? We look at key Christian ideas on forgiveness and reconciliation.
	
	
	


CHRISTIAN ATTITUDES TO EQUALITY

Prejudice is where someone judges someone else without knowing about them. It is 'pre-judging'.

Discrimination is when someone treats someone else differently based on their prejudices. Examples include deciding what someone is like or what worth they have because of: (1) what clothes they wear, (2) what music they listen to, (3) how old they are, (4) what skin colour they have, (5) what religion they follow, (6) whether they are male or female, (7) their sexuality.

Fairness is where people are treated right. So it is unfair if people are treated differently because of things that are not important to how we should treat them – such as skin colour, what clothes they wear, their religion or their gender. In these cases, we would normally want to say that, unless there’s a GOOD reason, people should be treated the same. However, some people argue that some of these things might be the kind of thing that changes how we treat people. For example, many people would argue we should buy pink clothes for little girls, but blue clothes for little boys. They would argue that this is treating them differently, but for a good reason, so it is not unfair. Others may disagree.
The idea that we should try to treat people the same is known as the principle of equality. This doesn’t always mean we act in the same way to everyone. For example, we don’t call everyone the same name, but we show equal respect to everyone in calling them their own name. Equality then is the idea that people should be treated with the same respect. This is supported in many ways in countries around the world. The American Constitution, for example, says that ‘all men [meaning people] were created equal’ and the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights says, in its first two articles in particular, that all people are ‘free and equal in dignity and rights’. Many religions around the world support the idea that all people are equal in an important way.

Christian reasons to support equality

Christians believe that everyone was created in the ‘image of God’. It says this in the first book of the Bible, Genesis. This means there is equality between people – they are the same in this important way. Christians also believe that God loves all His creation equally. For example, St Paul, in the Bible, said:

There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus (Galatians 3:28)
Jesus said that the most important rule for how people should treat each other on earth was ‘to love your neighbour as yourself’. A similar way of putting this was Jesus’ command to ‘treat others as you would want to be treated’ (This is known as the Golden Rule). Jesus taught that every person is our neighbour, so he was telling people to give love and respect to everyone equally. This idea shows again, why a Christian would support the principle of equality.
[image: image20.jpg]


[image: image21.emf]Famous Christians who have acted to bring about more equality in the world include William Booth. He was a Christian in 19th century Britain who formed the Salvation Army to bring social care, love and support to the neediest in Victorian society. These included alcoholics, prostitutes, drug addicts and homeless people. These people were treated differently in society, looked down on and discriminated against. The Salvation Army continues to work around the world to help people most in need of care and support. In Britain today, it is the second largest provider of social care after the government. Other Christians famous for helping people who are treated unfairly and who are in need are Mother Theresa, Martin Luther King Jr. and Desmond Tutu.
Because of these Bible quotes and the acts of these (and other) famous Christians, most Christians today think that everyone should be treated with respect and should treat everyone else as being equally valuable.
CHRISTIAN ATTITUDES TO RACISM

	Then Peter began to speak: 'I now realise how true it is that God does not show favouritism but accepts men from every nation who fear him and do what is right.' (Acts 10:24-25)


As we have seen above, Christians believe that all people were created equal by God. This means that Christians oppose racism, which is treating people unequally because of the colour of their skin, their culture, or what country they come from.

The Good Samaritan

In the Bible, Jesus tells a parable called the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:30-37). The people listening were from Israel and many did not think much of people from Samaria (which is where a Samaritan is from). In short, many of those listening to Jesus were racist against Samaritans. In the story Jesus told, it was a Samaritan who was the hero. The Samaritan did the right thing by helping a hurt person. The story makes it clear that 'loving your neighbour as yourself' (one of the key commandments of Jesus) means loving everyone, wherever they are from and whatever their skin colour. The story challenges racism and shows that Jesus was against it. Christians follow Jesus and his teachings. The parable of the Good Samaritan teaches that they should not be racist, loving everyone as they love themselves.


Famous anti-racist Christians
[image: image22.emf]Martin Luther King, Jr. was a Christian minister. He is famous for leading the movement against racism in the USA in the 1950s and 60s. He gave a very famous speech where he said:

	
I have a dream that my four children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the colour of their skin but by the content of their character.


[image: image23.emf]Archbishop Desmond Tutu and Reverend Trevor Huddleston are famous Christians who helped to fight against and replace the racist system of Apartheid in South Africa in the second-half of the 20th Century. Trevor Huddleston was a key figure in helping to get people from around the world to speak out and join the movement to end Apartheid. 
[image: image24.emf]Desmond Tutu was a leader in the anti-apartheid movement in South Africa. Tutu worked hard to make sure that there was not hatred between black and white people after Apartheid ended. At a funeral in 1993, he famously led the crowd to chant: We shall be free! All of us! Black and white together! Tutu also headed the Peace and Reconciliation Commission after Apartheid. This allowed people to talk about all the bad things that had happened during Apartheid and have them recorded. This was linked to Tutu's Christian beliefs in forgiveness.
Christians haven't always met their ideals

There are some examples of Christians not living up to these ideals of anti-racism:

For many years in South Africa the Dutch Reformed Church supported Apartheid, the system which meant that black people were separated from white people and treated as inferior. They said that there was a Bible story that supported their view.

In a very strange story from the Bible, Noah (after the flood) got drunk and was seen drunk and naked by one of his sons, Ham, who laughed at him. Noah became angry and cursed Ham, saying that all of Ham’s descendants (children, children’s children, etc.) would be slaves to the descendants of the other brothers. The Dutch Reformed Church argued that Black people were Ham’s descendants.
Most Christians would not read the story this way. In fact, in the early 1980s, the World Alliance of Reformed Churches said that Apartheid was a heresy (based on a bad understanding of the Bible) and expelled the Dutch Reformed Church.
Another thing that people argue shows Christians have not always lived up to their beliefs in equality is European colonisation of the world and slavery. When Christian Europeans were colonising other countries around the world, from the 15th to 20th centuries, they often treated the native people badly. Many were killed and made slaves. They were not treated as if they had equal rights with Europeans. Many countries today still live with the consequences of the way the Europeans acted towards the native peoples.
[image: image25.emf]There is a small movement (between 2000 – 50,000 followers) mainly based in the USA, called Christian Identity. The groups of people who follow it believe that only White European people have a soul. Members are racist against non-whites and many are extremely anti-Semitic (racist against Jews). Mainstream Christians would see these groups as having wrong beliefs. The Ku Klux Klan is another example of a group with extremely racist beliefs who would claim to be Christians. Most Christians do not see these small groups as being real Christians – they have misunderstood the teachings of the Bible.

What the churches say and do

Today, the main Christian churches work to end racism. The Church of England tries to challenge racism. It speaks out against racism, particularly through its committee for Minority and Ethnic Anglican Concerns (CMEAC). Trevor Huddleston was a Church of England minister as is Desmond Tutu. 

The Roman Catholic Church also speaks out against racism. The Catholic Association for Racial Justice aims to help the Church and all people to follow the Christian beliefs in the equal value of all people.

CHRISTIAN ATTITUDES TOWARDS GENDER

Christians have different views about the role of men and women in society. Christians believe that all people are made in the image of God and are of equal value. Some Christians see this as meaning that men and women have exactly the same rights and the same roles. Other Christians think that though men and women are of equal value, they have different roles in life. 
Sexism is discrimination (treating people differently in a bad way) against men or women because of their sex. Some people would argue that it is sexist to say that men and women should have different roles, other people would argue that men and women are different, so treat them with equal respect means recognising these differences.

Gender in Christianity 

IS GOD MALE?                                                                                         [image: image26.emf]
People often point out that God is described in masculine terms and in paintings is shown – symbolically – as a man (see picture on the right, but remember that Christians don’t think God has a physical form, so it’s not meant to be a literal picture of what God looks like).

God is called Father in the Bible by Jesus, and the male pronouns He and Him are used to talk about God. Some Christians say this is just because in English there are no gender-neutral pronouns that would sound respectful (calling God ‘It’ wouldn’t sound right).
Others have argued that there is something essentially male about God. Yet others have argued that the use of male terms for God comes from the fact that most societies (and

definitely the societies in which the Bible was written) in the past were male-dominated and that this idea of men being in charge and most important made its way into the Bible and Church teachings. In response to this, some Christians have started using female terms to talk about God. For example, ‘Mother’ and using female pronouns like ‘She’ and ‘Her’. Many Christians might argue that God cannot have a gender, because this would be limiting and God is infinitely perfect. So God is above male and female.

OLD TESTAMENT ATTITUDES TO WOMEN

[image: image27.jpg]


In the Old Testament, there are some strong women characters, such as Ruth and Esther, but in other places women are treated as the property of men. One famous story, who supporters of the traditional view of men being in charge of women talk about, is the story of Adam and Eve. These traditional Christians might point out that it was Eve who was tempted by the snake into eating the forbidden fruit, so Eve that brought evil into the world. They may argue that this shows women are weaker than men. In the story of Adam and Eve in the Bible, Adam is made first and later Eve as his helper. These traditional Christians may argue this shows that Adam was more important and that Eve was created for Adam. 

Liberal Christians may say this story is a myth and must be understood as a product of the culture and time that it was written.

NEW TESTAMENT ATTITUDES TO WOMEN

There is a mixture of views on women in the New Testament (the part of the Bible written after Jesus’ life). Some support the idea that men and women are equal:

There is neither… male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus
(Galatians 3:28)

However, many seem to give women a lower status than men. They suggest men are in charge, and women have to do as they are told. For example, St Paul says:

Women should remain silent in churches, they are not allowed to speak, but must be in submission. It is disgraceful for a woman to speak in the church (1 Corinthians 14:34-35)

The head of the woman is the man (1 Corinthians 11:3)
Jesus is famous for treating women more equally than most people in his culture at the time that he lived. For example, he had women followers, ate with women, listened to what they had to say and even appeared first to Mary Magdalene after his resurrection. However, even Jesus is recorded in the Bible as talking down to his own mother, when he says ‘dear woman, why do you involve me?’
Christian attitudes to the roles of women in society

There are two main views on women’s role in society amongst Christians:

1. Traditional view. Supported by some of the Bible quotes above, some Christians argue that women are often physically weaker than men, and have different personalities, so they should take on caring for the home and bringing up the family. Whilst men – as more competitive and strong – should go out to work and protect the family.

[image: image28.emf]2. Liberal view. A more modern approach by other Christians is that women and men should be free to follow the roles that most suit them individually and which allow them to feel most happy and fulfilled. This view is also supported by some of the Bible quotes above – in particular that all people are made in God’s image and that people should treat others as they would like to be treated.

Christian attitudes to women priests

[image: image29.emf]Linked with these different attitudes to the roles of men and women in the family and society, Christians also have different views on whether or not women should be priests. The Church of England has women vicars, and has done so since 1994. At present there is only one woman bishop (a priest who manages other priests) in this church – Katharine Jefferts Schori, in the American part of the Church of England, known as the Episcopal Church. Other, smaller, Christian denominations also allow women to be ordained as ministers. These include the Salvation Army and the United Reformed Church. These churches would say that there should be women priests because:

· They read the Bible as teaching them to treat men and women equally, for example:

There is neither… male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus (Galatians 3:28)

· Some women feel called by God to become priests.

· Some of Jesus’ followers were women, such as Mary Magdalene.

· Priscilla and Phoebe were women in the early church who took on priest-like roles.

The Orthodox Church and the Roman Catholic Church do not allow women to be priests. They would give the following reasons for this:
· They read the Bible as teaching that men and women were created with different roles suitable for them.

· God came to earth as a man, Jesus. The priest represents Jesus at certain points, such as at Mass (Communion), so he should be male.

· All of Jesus' apostles (the 12 disciples) were men. Modern priests and bishops are successors of the apostles and so should be men.
CHRISTIAN ATTITUDES TO OTHER RELIGIONS

Christians believe that people should be free to believe what they want. However, being

Christians, Christians believe that Christianity is true. There are different Christian

attitudes to people who are not Christian.

1. Christianity is the only true religion (Exclusivism)
Some Christians believe that of all the world religions only Christianity is true. These Christians may believe that only people who are Christian will go to heaven. It is called 'exclusivism' because these Christians believe that Christianity is exclusively true. All other religions can be excluded from consideration. Christians who have this attitude to other religions may quote Bible passages such as this: [Jesus said] “I am the way, the truth, and the life; no one goes to the Father except by me.” (John 14:6)
Missionaries and Evangelism

The belief in the truth and goodness of Christianity, leads many Christians to aim to convert other people to Christianity. When someone tries to make someone follow their religion it is known as proselytising. When Christians look to bring the message of Jesus to others, it is known as evangelism. In other words, Christian proselytising takes the form of evangelism. Evangelism literally means bringing the ‘good news’ of Jesus to people. Missionaries are evangelists, but other Christians can also be evangelists without devoting their whole lives to converting others to Christianity.
In Christianity, people who dedicate their lives to proselytising others are called missionaries. Christianity is a missionary religion, and one of its most famous early followers, St Paul, was known for his work converting people around the eastern Mediterranean to Christianity. Jesus told his disciples to: Make disciples of all nations (Matthew 28:19) so you can understand why many Christians today look to try and spread the religion, either by trying to persuade people directly to become Christians, or by doing kind work and living good lives so that people will want to become Christians too. 

In particular, in LEDC (Less Economically Developed) countries, Christian missionaries work to make people’s living conditions better, rather than telling them to become Christians. However, they may well believe that in this way people will learn about how good Christianity is and so want to be Christians themselves.
[image: image30.emf]The Salvation Army is a church that is famous for looking to convert people to Christianity. They do this by helping those in need and letting as many people as they can know about the message of Christianity. Billy Graham is an example of a famous Christian evangelist who worked to convert lots of people to Christianity.

2. Christianity is the only completely true religion (Inclusivism)

Some Christians think that other religions have some parts of the truth, in that many religions have similar teachings and principles as Christianity. This is called 'inclusivism' as it includes other religions in what is considered true. Christians who follow this might hold that so long as people from these religions share and follow key principles from the Bible, they may be able to get to heaven. This is especially true if those people had not had any access to Christianity (for example, Native American Indians before the invasion of European settlers). However, since Christianity is the complete truth, these Christians would still look to convert people to Christianity.

3. Christianity is one of many ways to God (Pluralism)
These Christians believe that everyone who is trying to follow God is doing the right thing. They might believe that all religions are equally valid ways of approaching God or ultimate truth. They may well try to learn things from people of other religions, sharing worship and trying to understand one another better. They might argue that since it seems that what religion someone is depends on where they were born, a loving and forgiving God would not reject someone because they are from another religion. It is quite likely they will not try to convert people of other religions to Christianity. This attitude is known as 'pluralism' because it holds that there are many ways to God and 'plural' means 'more than one'. Pluralist Christians today would therefore look to learn from people of other religions, and worship together, rather than try to evangelise (and so convert) them to Christianity.
Ecumenism

There are many thousands of denominations (separate groups of churches) in Christianity. The history of Christianity is full of splits and disagreements, creating new denominations. However, all of these denominations share some key beliefs about God, Jesus, and the Bible – this is what makes them all Christian. Some Christians work to try and bring all these churches together. The movement for churches to work together, and perhaps to join back together again, is known as ecumenism.
At the end of most Holy Communion services, once people have taken the bread and wine, the minister says: 'Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in one bread.' This emphasises that, despite their differences of opinion on some issues, many Christians do want to work together and recognise their similarities.

[image: image31.emf]Taizé in France is a Christian centre where Christians from different denominations (Orthodox, Church of England, Roman Catholic, etc.) can come together to worship. It was founded in 1940 by Brother Roger Schutz. 100 monks now work there and as well as holding services for all Christians, they also work to try and bring together the different churches – in particular to get better relationships between Roman Catholic and Protestant Christians and churches.

FORGIVENESS AND RECONCILIATION

	Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you (Ephesians 4:32)


Forgiveness is the idea that if someone says they are sorry for some wrong that they have done you, that you accept their apology and see the relationship you have with them to be mended. For people to come back together after falling out is known as reconciliation. Here is a story to illustrate the ideas of forgiveness and reconciliation:

[image: image32.jpg]


Imagine that there are two friends, Tom and Harry, and Tom goes out with someone who Harry really fancied. If Tom knew that Harry really fancied this person, then Harry might be really annoyed with Tom. In fact, their friendship might be seriously damaged. Harry might not be able to trust Tom any more. However, imagine that Tom goes to Harry and really apologises and says that he’s sorry and explains that he’s fallen in love. If Harry accepts Tom’s apology, then this is forgiveness. If their relationship is mended and they stay friends, this is reconciliation.
Christian teachings on forgiveness and reconciliation

For Christians, the ideas of forgiveness and reconciliation are really important. This is not only for how they treat other people, but also for their relationship with God. Christians believe that when they do wrong (they go against what God asks of them) they break their relationship with God, and so only by saying sorry and asking for forgiveness will they be reconciled with God. Christians believe that this personal reconciliation is only possible because God (Jesus) came down and died for the sins of people (salvation). This is one reason why Christians call God loving and merciful, because they think that God’s forgiveness of people is only possible because of God sacrificing himself for people.
Jesus was asked how often people should forgive, and he taught that there should be no limit to how often people forgave others. He said they should forgive ’70 times 7’ times. Jesus also famously forgave a robber who was being crucified next to him. The robber said that he knew that he was being punished fairly for what he had done, and that he was sorry for it. Jesus said that the robber would go to Heaven. This links with Christian ideas on reformation in the Peace and Justice unit above. 
A famous parable that Jesus taught is called ‘The Prodigal Son’. Prodigal, means wasteful, selfish and greedy. The son in the story takes the money he should have got when his father died and wastes it all on fun living. He becomes poor and returns back to his father ashamed and asking forgiveness. In the story, the father accepts him back – even throwing a party. Jesus was using this story to teach the idea that God will forgive sinners who are really sorry. The father in the story stands for God.
Christians believe that God forgives people who are sorry for what they have done and will try never to do it again. Jesus taught Christians to say the Lord's Prayer, which teaches that people should forgive others as well as asking for God's forgiveness: “Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.”(Matthew 6:9) 
So Christians think that it is really important to ask forgiveness from God and from others, but also to offer forgiveness to others. In fact, they believe that if they do not act with forgiveness to others, that God will not offer them forgiveness.
The Christian ritual known as Holy Communion, the Eucharist, Lord’s Supper or Mass, is where Christians take bread and wine that stands for Jesus’ body and blood. This was [image: image33.emf]started by Jesus himself at the Last Supper. This ritual is a time for forgiveness and reconciliation with God and other Christians. For example, Jesus said (and this is said by the priest at the service): “This is my blood of the covenant which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins” (Matthew 26:28) 
Overall then, you can see that Christians believe forgiveness is a really important part of the Christian approach to life and that people should try to be forgiving to one another. Many Christians would link the attitude of trying to be forgiving with Jesus’ commandment to ‘love your neighbour as you love yourself’. They might point out that we would want to be forgiving for the bad things we do, so we should forgive others too.

Forgiveness is hard

[image: image34.emf]Although Jesus had forgiveness as a key part of his teachings, it is still a very difficult teaching to follow in life. Most people when wronged do not feel that they can forgive the people that have hurt them. Sometimes it seems like a weakness to forgive – as if we’re letting the person off for the wrong they have done. One example of a Christian who found that she did not think it was right to forgive was Julie Nicholson, who lost a daughter in the terrorist bombing of the underground in London on 7th July 2004. Julie Nicholson was a Church of England priest who because she did not feel able to forgive this terrible crime, decided that she could no longer be a priest. Some Christians may argue that this kind of forgiveness is only really possible for God and those human beings who have been hurt so badly cannot be expected to respond this way.
Christian responses to Jesus’ teachings on forgiveness

In modern times, Christians who have famously supported the idea of forgiveness and reconciliation include Desmond Tutu, who worked hard to make sure that South Africa after apartheid did not seek revenge on the people who had run the Apartheid regime for so long. He set up the Truth and Reconciliation Commission as part of this work, so that people could understand what people had done, forgive each other and be reconciled. Tutu famously said ‘without forgiveness there is no future’. 

[image: image35.emf]
Coventry Cathedral is a building dedicated to peace and forgiveness. It was bombed in the Second World War, and the destroyed old cathedral and the new cathedral now stand side-by-side. It was rebuilt with a focus on peace and forgiveness. It stands against war, but also looked towards reconciliation with Germany, and more generally between all countries that have been at war.

Confession

	If we confess our sins, he [God] is faithful and just, and will forgive us our sins. (1 John 1:9)



Christians who feel they need to say sorry to God for things that they have done may go and talk to their priest. This is especially developed in the Roman Catholic Christian practice of going to 'confession'. This is a sacrament in the Roman Catholic tradition known as the ‘Sacrament of Reconciliation’. A Roman Catholic penitent (someone who feels sorry for a sin they have committed) will confess to the priest the things that are making them feel guilty. The priest acts on behalf of God in showing the person how to show they are sorry to God and so be forgiven. This often involves saying prayers or doing good works in the community. Jesus told his disciples that after he ascended to Heaven they would have the power to forgive sins on earth on behalf of God. Roman Catholics believe that priests have this power.

PRACTICE EXAM QUESTIONS FOR THE EQUALITY UNIT

Remember, questions could be asked about any of the topics studied, including: Equality, Racism, Gender, attitudes to other religions, forgiveness and reconciliation
With part a), b) and c) questions you need to show the examiner that you are confident in your knowledge and understanding of the key terms and ideas. You need to make sure that you do exactly as the question asks. 

(a) What is racism? [1]

(a) What is forgiveness? [1]

(a) What is equality? [1]

(a) What is prejudice? [1]

(a) What is ecumenism? [1]

(a) What is missionary work? [1]

(a) What is evangelism? [1]

(b) Give 2 examples of prejudice or discrimination [2]

(b)
     What do Christians believe about ‘reconciliation? [2]

(b)     Give 2 ways a Christian may seek forgiveness [2]

c) Describe Christian beliefs equality [3]

c) Describe Christian beliefs about ecumenism? [3]

c) Describe Christian teachings about forgiveness. [3]

Part d) questions test that you can explain Christian ideas and beliefs. You need to show how beliefs affect Christians and why Christians have certain beliefs (remember Barrett’s F-C-C!). These are worth a quarter of the marks. Spend 7-8 minutes on part d) answers. 

(d) Explain Christian attitudes towards other religions. [6]

(d) Explain Christian beliefs about equality [6]

(d) Explain how Christians might respond to inequality [6]

(d) Explain Christian teaching about the role of women in society. [6]

(d) Explain Christian teaching about forgiveness. [6]

(d) Explain Christian attitudes to racism [6]

Part e) questions are worth HALF of all the marks. Spend 15 minutes on them. (So just over a minute for each mark available). These questions check that you can understand different points of view and can decide which point of view, if any, you find most likely. 

You need to explain different possible responses to the question, from different Christian, other religious and non-religious (secular) viewpoints. 

You must also explain your own view.

(e) 'People should only be forgiven once.' Discuss this statement. You should include different, supported points of view and a personal viewpoint. You must refer to Christianity in your answer [12 marks]

 (e) ‘Men and women are not equal.' Discuss this statement. You should include different, supported points of view and a personal viewpoint. You must refer to Christianity in your answer [12 marks]

(e) ‘Confessing your sins is the only way to seek forgiveness.'

Discuss this statement. You should include different, supported points of view and a personal viewpoint. You must refer to Christianity in your answer [12]

(e) ‘Women cannot be priests.’ Discuss this statement. You should include different, supported points of view and a personal viewpoint. You must refer to Christianity in your answer [12 marks]

(e) ‘Christianity is the only true religion.' Discuss this statement. You should include different, supported points of view and a personal viewpoint. You must refer to Christianity in your answer [12 marks]
Revision tip! 


Use DR PeppeR to help you learn the main aims of punishment!
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